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Judge Keeps the FBI Away

o e FBI was orﬂereﬂ by a
federal judge yesterday not
10 smo0p on the national con-
Véﬁhan of the Young Social-
ist Alliance, scheduled for
Degerber 28—January 1 in

‘US. District Judge Tho-
s P. Griesa barred confi-
dmtial - informants of the

F3I from “attending, surv-,

eiling, listening to, watch-
ilZ: or otherwise monitor-
nﬁi’ the sessions.

H‘he alliance told Gnesa_

ﬁa‘i FBI surveillance might

olirage -member attend:

ace and might result in the
Ieepm;g of -lists tnat would
jtopardize members if they

sought government jobs
later.

The judge acted after an

employvee of the site where -

the convention is to be held
had told the court she had
been informed by aa FBI
agent that the F'BI would &t-
tend the sessions.

Griesa ruled, “Th2 pro-
posed surveillance threatens
a substantial impairment of
the First Amendment rights
‘of those attending the con-
vention, with the govern-
ment failing fo show justifi-
cation.” \

it The judge observed that
the FBI apparently consid-
-ered the YSA a “Marxist,
revolutionary organization

whose purpose is the illegal -

overthrow of the TUnited
States government.”

The court commented that
the alliance claims “nonvi-
olent - beliefs” and that the
FBI—represented by the
U.S. attroney’s office in
Manhattan—proved “abso-
lutely nothing” about violent
revolutionary activity or any
other illegal actmty at past
meetings,

“As a matter of policy,”
Griesa said in his opinion,

“the healthy 'thing for our |
sociely to do is to permit -
this group to ireely have
their discussions of the is-:

sues Which concern them
and of their theories.””
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