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File on Civics Student

NEWARK, N.J. Aug. 30
(UPT)—A federal judge has or-
dered the FBI to destroy its
files on a New Jersey teen-
ager investigated because she
wrote a letter to a left-wing
group for a civics class pro-
ject. *

Lori Paton, 17, who hopes
for a career in the Foreign

general philosophical informa-

“From Left to Right” in her
high school civies class, which
was studying the political ide-
ologies of several Zroups. She

The letter—intended for the
Party—was

ist Workers Party in New
York, which had been listed
by the government as a sub.-
versive organization. At the
time, federal agents main-
tained a mail surveillance of
the group.

After intercepting the Ilet-
ter, agents began a field inves-
tigation, asking questions of
Miss Paton’s friends, school
administrators, a credit bu-
reau and police.

Miss Paton filed suit asking !
that the file be destroyed and |

that she be awarded $65,000 in
damages.

U.S. District Court Judge
James A. Coolahan, in a nine-
page opinion, ordered the FBI

to destroy the file, but dis-|

missed her claims for dam-
ages.
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