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Q == Hello, is this Mark fane 9
A~ Tt ia.
Q¢ == Good morning.
A ~=— Good mornming to you, Joe.
Q == Now lr. Lane', I've got to == first of all, please, lect's get over
a little hurdle: that some people seem to be bugged by the color of your
~ eyes, whether you have corna on your feet, and what color of socks you
wear, so let's got thiz over first. #1d yous or did you not, meke money
on the book ? How much did you make 7 “id you write it for profit ?
are youbroke ? Are you rich ? Pleasse let's get over that right now
and get down ‘o substantive arguments.
A ~— A1l right. It doesn’t mound to me like the momt important question,
but of courase I'11 go into it. Pirst of all, it tock me more than two
years to write the booke During that period we had no income at all,
And when we concluded, we had no publisher. I went to fifteen of the
leading publishers in the nited States. ZEach one agreed to publish the
book, and then within a week or ten dzys each one refused to, saying,
=0rTy, they could not publish it.  One of them said — well, I sighed
a contract with one, and then they concelled the contract and said they
could not publish it because it would not sell enough ¢opies to break
even. At that time we were completely broke. we had no income, well,
at that time for two and a half years. And there were sctuslly tires
when ny wife and I could not afford dinner during that period. But we
did this because this was an important thing; we thought eventually the
book might be published and we would say wmmmemier our children one day will
nake a financlal profit out of the tok, but we probably will not. I ended
up getting a pubilisher in England. I could not find a publisher in
America. te went to England. An old conservative firm eolled The Sodley
Head agreed to publish the book. They guve me an advance for the booke
~ Tuus far, although I've earned much more I'm sure, sll I have reccived is the
advance which they gave me, which was £1,000, which is $2,800. Yow eventnally,
Holt, Rinehart & Winston, an American publisher, contacted the Inglish
company, The Bodley Head, and said they wanted to purchase from the English
company the rights to publish the book in Ameriea. They agreed to do that,
they asigned a contract, and I can $ell you this: the asgiastant director
of the Pederal Bureau of Investigation, the assistant to J. Bdgar doover,
Deke Deloach, ezlled Frank Clote (?) who is an executive at Holt, Rinehart
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& tinston, sunmzmoned him into the New York office of the FBI .n 69th 5t.,
and gave him a nmessage from J. ulga* Hoover; and the message was: Je
tdgar Hoover, and I, and the bureau, do not want you to publish HMark Jane's
book. Thi=s was relayed back to the Holt executives, and they maid it
would be 2 wvery unheppy day for this country when the gpvernment can
interfere with o publisher, especially when the publisher wants to oresent
a book which dissemts from the govermment's position, and they went ahesd
and they p:blishel the book.

Wow this is the financisl situation at the present tinme. The book has
s0ld vory welle It sold almost a gquarter of a million copies in hardcover
and was the Tumber 1 best sellibmg bock for many, many, many weeks. In
paperback, it was the 'lumber 1 paperback when it came out last February,
and it's very hard to tell how many paperbacks books have beon sold because
they're sold at nowatands and candy stores and there's just not way to moke
an inventory. I can t211 you that 875,000 copies have been printefi. many
of than have been sold, with three printingm - thoy don't go into three
until the firet ones are oretty much exhansieds
Q ~= Hme fourth orinting nowe.

A — Tese GSo it's vory hard to know exactly how many have been sold, or
how much money we've maies. I can tell you thiss the Bnglish company owns
the world rights to the booke They smold the Americon rights to the
American company. The Aserican company, Holt, Rinehert & +inston, sold

its rights for paperback to Fawcett. Half of eviry — half of my royaltiesm
for the paperback Ubook, imrediately go to the hardcover company. They
keep half of the royalties, zmnd then they send & check to my inglish
pitblisher, who owns the world rights, and he keeps a good portion and sends
me the rect. S0 I really don't know how much has been made by nowy but I
would guess thet Itve already earned from sales in the ‘nited Statem (and
I've no idea how mony have been sold elsewhere) — but in the Tnited ~ictes
I would guess that we've probably earned, although we've not received anything
other than th:t original £1,000, prob.bly upwards of, in the neigshborhood
of $50,000, for whot has now been almost four years of solid work., Yhich is
about half of what I would havesmade had I retained ny nomel practice of
the law. °“rior to thot iime oy income was approximately twice thnt for that
period, befors. But then of course you have to add to that sales of books
in other countries.

Q == Okaye Now, 'Irs Lanes I%'ve got to put you on 2 hold for just o moment.
But I want you to reitorate somethi gz for me, plesse. 1 may sound like o
crossexaminer here, but I'm frankly incredulous at asorething that you asid.
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This is brand new to ne. Pid you msy thot J. sdgar Hoover, through his
second in command, tried %o gst the book publisher, Holts Rinehart &
Winston, not to publiash your book ?
A — Yese. Preciselye.
Q == Did -= You know this to be true so far as you con ascerdain it 7
A — I know it to be true. 1T talked to the gentlemen at Holt, Hinehart
& Winston, I've talked to the editor in chief, Arthur Cohny at Holt,
Rinehart & Vinston, who told me the story. There's no question = every
executive at Holt, Rinehart & “ineton knowsjfit. There's no guestion
about it, because when the mesmaze was brought back it was discusseds
Q — Well ifrs Iane, I wouldn't care whethor ybu were the chief dragon of
the Ku Xlux Xlan, or whether you were Herbert Apllieker's grandfather, or
Karl #7arxe I find that appalling. I find that perfecily appalling.
Will yocu hold on for Jjust a moment, please 7
A == Yoz,

eesecs-COMmercial seees
Q == We have lark Iane, the author, on the line. Helle Mre.lone.
A — Yes.
Q = Now lMre Lane, one quick one please. Iet's not spend more than just
2 few seconds on this. Are you —— do you sha ‘re in the royalties or the
profits from a game, or & scenario, diatribu’taﬂ in England showing
Dealey Plaga 7
A -~ No. That was done by - Jonasthan Cape published it. It's e=lled
the Jackdaw. It's a very serious and very good wcr%wm ?:;Mknow it's attacked
in the press, but it*s a very good work, and Len Daight (R) the fiction
mystery writer first became -—— who wrote 8 good portion of it —— fipst
became intorested when he reviewed my book in England, when it eome outy
for the Tondon ‘wening Standsrd. He said he was offended that the Warren
Commission bad moved into his area, which is Piction. And I think he
reciprocated by putting together this piece of worke. But the Jackdaw
publications are not undersitood or apprecizted here. They're — they deal
with hietoric events, with the signing of the Magna Charta, with the life
of Joan of Are, and they're used as educational tools throughout England.
Q = Woll, this has nothing t¢ do with you ?
A =~ Toe But they're very well respected. XNo, it has nothing to &
with mee. ind I think it's sn exeellent work. I had nothing whatever to do
with 1%, I have ne royalties, I was not consulted. The publisher sent me
a2 copy when it was published. That's why I ha ve one. You kmow that they
have been siezed by the 'mited States Customs 2
Q - 7o, I didn't ¥mow that.
A - Hot allowed anywhere in the United States.
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thy is that ?
A - Well at first they said because it had the nre.sz,ﬁantisl sesl on the
back, as it has. But since a number of books which are now being so0ld also
have the presidential sesl and have not deen miezed, it'= difficult to
understand the basls. lcbody Inows. All we know is thet 2 bateh thot was
sent here — Dial Press is the Americon distribotor — and theytve been
asleged in Customs, and no one ¢n get them ine. I brought a couple in
myself in my lusgage — I 3idn't know it wes agodnst the law ot that time,
iike Cuben cigers or something; you're not allowed to bring in cdue tional
tools from other countries nowe
Q - %ell, some people c:lled this morning and very dommetiesnlly asscrted
that you were malting seandalous profite on this zame.
A~ I{ hasn®t been sold here at all, a0 no ons's nade any profits.
Secondly I have absolutely no relationship and I bave no intcrect other than
an academic onee I'm intorested in the subjeet but I have no finaneisl
interest dm at 211 in it.
Q = Hr. Lane would you hold on just a moment please.

seventalfic roport, comrercinls seccees
Q = Mr. Lone, becouse I want to go into the CBS report, and then lir
Carrison, and a couple of other oddments, would you ming halding on tnmug;h
the news, please ?
A = I%*1l be hap,y to do thaots
Q == If you ville And s soon as we come back we'll apend about four or
five minutes and then we'll take our leave of yous
A v C%‘I‘t&iﬂl}f‘
Q == e had to get over tiis initial hurdle of whit color socks you wore,
and what kind of a bunk roll you've got. Okay 7 Hold on please.
A = Rirhtoe
@ == Thank you. Because we really didn't get into some of the issues, now
a lot of peo-le are hung up on this busiress of how much moncy Mork Tane is
making. I don't know how this bears upon his criticiems of the “arren
Comnission Reporte And as I'we said before, cven if !lark Lane is ebsolutely
wrongs and the Tarren Comnmisascion 1is sbsolutely right — as o subsequent
commission will prove -— we are all the wiser and the better. But to say
that someone is stirring up trouble in this country by exercizing his right
of free speech, and poking holes or showing up shortecomisgs in the
government report, this to me iz seandnlous and a dreadful igznorance of
cur style of gpvernment svees |

sssesaiCWHy COMTCTCIALS cavasse
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Q — Ur. Lane, let's get down, please — T think ve've got around this
business about yvour srofits and whethor y-du'!in going o Jjoin the plutocracy,
in fine styls. Now asbout the —
A~ I'n not againat 1t.
{Q == Pardon me 7
A - I'm not againat that,
q§ =~ Joining the plutocrscy 7
A -~ Fot at all.
Q =~ Nelther am I. Now, about the &S report, would you mind glving us
Jour appraissl of i%, please ?
A = Yeah, I think it was & sort of & Hickey Mouse version of the Warren
Report. And I lnow how CBS puts its prograns together —- you mow +his
is not the first O3 documentary on the Warren Report. Back in Septembex,
1964 when the Report wam relessed, the commisaion (CBS ?) that very day
had a documentary called "The 26 Witnesses.” How when we were making our
film, a2 document ry filmé e:lled Rush to Judgment, alac, more than a year
agos we contacted CBS. We $alked to Virginia Dillard (?) who is the chief
librarian of the film library at CBS, and we ssked if we might see the
out~takes from that other filme. We knew we couldn't buy anything which
they had to use on tolevision, but of course in order 4o vwind up with a
onehour f£ilm you may have 2 hundred hours of interviewing, and then you
edit it. Aind they gave us permission to look at it, and Emile de Antonie,
the film director and a rather famous documentsry £ilm maker, and I, woent
over to CBS, and we spend many houras looking at their cut-takes. And we
saw this -- absclutely the most shocking thing that I've ever seen done by
any television station. The cut-takes were =1l contrary to that which they
had on the air. For example: & witness would be standing in Dealey Plasa,
and they would ask the witness, "Where did yon think the shots came from 7
And the witness might say, "I thought from behind the grassy kmoll ares."
Cute. And then they wounld ask the question again: "Well meybe from the
crasay knoll ares and around maybe the book depository bullding 7" Cute
And they went over it and over it, and then what ended up on the program
wass "Where did you think the shots came Lrom 7 "From the book depository
budlding.® In other worda they cut out everyihing , pitting that first
program togethery which was contrary to the Warrem Commimsion's findingse
Q e Mr, lane, this may strike you as & bit of phony dramatics, but it'a
inperative that I do this. Would you right now raise your right hand, please ?
4 w= Yem, I'm -~ ‘
Q¢ - Raise your right hand. Yo you swear that that's true, th.t thut is a
true atatement ? :
A - Yea, I've made thot statement to Variety, whick has published it.
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Erile de Antonio, whog was present during the entire thing, has made thot
statencnt. Ve have an exchange of letiters with CBS, and the finsl statement
that CBS nade was that they would not sell us any of the cut-takes, and
they charge $1C a foot if you're going to use it in a film for comnercial
purposes, which may gg:e' on television at $20 a foot — you know how fast a
foot runs through & camera. It would have cost a fortune, but we were
borrowing money becaume we thought this would be = very importsnt thing
to document. ©8S's finsl position wamt they were going to burn a1l of that
fovtage, and thet they would not sell any of it. And we said, but my Ged,_
you have some witnesses who are now dead, you ha ve interviews with thenm
~= that’s the raw materisl of history amd you're the custodians of it.
You cannot destroy it. They: final position wass they were going to destroy
all of the out-takes. Hone of it would eer be seen by anyone agein. And
that's the story of CBS's original document ry.
Q = Mre lane, I'm ju.t - I'm simply appelled if th:t story is true, and
You give us your direct affirmation that it is true. Tow look, let me ask
you a aspecific, 7lease w.e
A ~— I*11 testify before ite
Q ~~ Hne Now !Mfre Isne, I've only got time for one more questi ony unhappilys
That is thiss Now in the long six—page AP piece that was published
recently in $he Examiner —-
A - Fen,
Q == A listener eclled in thie momping and with great perturbation said
that on — you my not have it -— but on the second page 1t says that yeou
sald Commander Humes burned his notes. Incidentally one of the serious _
deficiencies of the CBS rsport was when they had Humes one A1l he did was
realfirm what he s2id before. They didn't ask him about eyning his notes.
flow 1t says you said that he burned his notes, whereas in the Yarren
Comnission Report, page 373, Volume II, he c¢2lls it & draft. Do you
think this is & substantive inco nsistency ?
A — ‘hy of course not. Of course he did@n't burn the Tinal document, which
was submitted. Anyway, what page did they say thot was on 2
Q == Page 373, Volume Il
A — 7ell, that's a little less important thet Volume XVII, Page 48, which
I'm now getdng. Page 48, and I'1l read it to yous
Q. ——— OW-
A - Thi=s is a certificate on the United States Mavel Tledicel School,
Yational Nayal 'fediecal Crnter, stationery, dated Hove 24, 1963, certificates
"I, James Je Homes, certify thot I have destroyed by burning cert:in
preliminary draft notes relating to Naval mediecsl avtopsy report® et cetora,
and he goes on. These are his origigal notess That's 21l I've ever ssid.
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In fact, in my book I refer to that as his draft notes, as hia mumm
notes.
Q =~ Yezh, let’a see; they've got down here, on page 385 Tane savs
"destroyed wmikwx evidence included the original notes prepared and then
burned by Commander Humes affer the aubtopaVe” _
A == "t i8 - whot are original notes other thin youroriginel stotement 2
“nd youroriginal stotement is your first stutement, which is a draft, of
course. I mean the two toras are interchangeable.
Q — Vell I don't see anything ayeself tremendously sinmister or significant
to it =
A=~ Is a draft not the first document ? And is not the first document the
original document 7 The original notes have been burned, and they are the
draft, and that's exactly the point. Those —— that's the raw material of
nistory. That's the materi 1 that we're entitled to see - not the final
typed-ap =lick co,y, which is given in after the govemment®s positicn
as to how many shots thore were and where they came from is satisfied.
After c11 that is set, then we have the finnl version by Dr. Humes, which
of course we're now allowed to loock at.
Q == Mre Iene, if th t's the only thing that they con hang you up on,it
seens to me thut's pretty plesyune. Yow look, I don't have time for
any Turther discusgions essees *haan,k: you very mnch sseseseThot was Mark
Iane, and I think 1% only Pair to say that while we didn't seem to cover too
muchy, actually what was coversd was of vwery great sigpnificants At least I
belleve it was. Now I can hardly credit what he had to ssy a bout CBS and
the so-~golled oul~takesm. You heard him direct attestations I can hardly
believe thot lre J« Bdgar Hoover and the FBI would intrude itself into the
free publication in this country of a book. But again, yon head his
deponition to that effect, and you mat meke up your own mind. There's
much more to be discusaed, but thils iIs siaply not the Torule sexesess



