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By JOSEPH E. MOHBAT

" WASHINGTON AP - The

Wrren Comnission  leveled
sweeping eritiesm Sunday at
Secret Service security meas-
wes for President Jobhn F. Ken-
nedyss fateful journey to Imllas,

~ Texe, last November. It also

censured the FBI,
It proposed & drsstie overhaul

~ of presidential protective activi-

ties ~ including formation of a
cabdinet-level watechdog eommitf
tﬂ?u i

It eriticized the Secret Service
- the ageney with prime

' responsibility — for lapses in

planning for the FNov. 22 presi-

~dential visit, when Kennedy was

shot down by a eniper as he

rode in a carefree motorcade.

It raised the possibility of
relieving the service of some or

all of the job — and suggested

o S

thaftha'rresideht end congréas
consider such a step. .

It called to task the Pederal
Bureau of Investigation—vir-
twlly immune from official
eritieism in ites 40 years under J,
BMgar Hoover ~ for not alg:t—_
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ing the Seeret Serviece to the |
mresence in Mllas of lee Har-
vey Oswald, named ty the com-
. mission as Kennedy®s assassin,
And it sccused both agencies

of a breakdown in coordimation

and a2 too-narrow understanding

of their responsibilities in safe-

guarding the President.
The FBI and the Secret Serv-

les declined to comment on the i

report. But the commission maild
each has taken steps simce the

sssessination to ecorreet the

deficieneles 41t attridbuted ¢to
them., _ _

- Por the agents on the scene at
the moment. of assassination,

the Warren Commission had

words of praise: %Their actions
 demonstrate that the President
and the mation can expeect cour-
age and devotion to duty from
the agents of the Secret Serv-
lces s e el s

Bubt in dealing with the mllss
police department and its han-
dling of euwalﬁ,-iht_commiaaion-
- was less kind. It said peor secu-
rity srrangements for Oswald

contributed to his slaying at the

bands of Dmllas nightclub owner
Jack Ruby. =
mllas police officials were
seored for thelr hlou—iay-'blow
accounts to newsmen of the

cage against Oseweld, These, the
commigsion sald, ""pfovidsd‘
much of the dasis for the myths

Although these

being soon after the Presidentss .

. deathess

The commission?®?s critiecism of

secret Service operations deall

largely with what that ‘agency
ealls its protective research
function—keaﬁing tabe on all
persons who might be eonsid-

ered @ threat to the President.

But it also censured the serv-
fece for faiiing to inspect those
buildings along the motercade |
that presented the grostaaf
threat of ambush-guch as the
Texas School Book Depository,
where the assassin lurked with
his rifle at & sixth-floor window:
until the 46-year-0ld Presidentss
car appeared im his talescopie

sight.

Before the assessination, the
report said, the Secret Serviecerse
eriteria for prmteeti?e research
dealt prineipally with ddireet
threats to the President.
threats were
‘treated adequately, it went on,
the serviee ¢4failed to recognize
the necessity of identifying oth-
er ;otentia; sources of danger to
his security,ss addings
$4The Secret Service d1d mot

&evﬁlop adegquate and apoeifie
eriteria defining those persons -
or groups who might present a -
dangbr'to the President,.s?
Coordination hetweern the
‘Secret Serviece and other federal



.,_dogcribed'us insuffieient. The

agencies, such as the FBI, was

report sald the FBI had exten-
sive information on Oswaldss
rast and knew he worked inm a
building " the motorcade
routes Hut the FBI 414 not, be-
cause’ of its understanding of
Secret Service needs, relay this
information.

¢¢The FB ok an unduly
restrictive view of 1tg‘r013-1n
weventive intelligence work

rior to the assassination, 92 the
report saild. 444 more earefully |
coordinated treatment of the
tawald cese by the FBI might

~ well have resulted in bringing

cuwa1a¢a aet1v1t1ea %o the atten-i

B tion of the Seeret Service.s»
Noting that the FBI had a file
on Oswald dating back to Octo-
ber 1959, the commission report-
eds ¢txo lntormation concarning
Ise Bﬁrvey Oswald appeared in

Secret Service files before the

Presidentss irip to Mmllss.ss
The  comﬁiaa1on quoted a
Seeret Service official as testi-
fyip that‘his'agency wonld,
yieed, have been quite inter-
Ated in the FBI data on Os-
walids pasts
%2411 of those facts ; if we
had them altogether, woumld
have added up te pointing out a
wetty bdad individusl,ss sald
Special Agent Robert Is Bouck

-
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of the Secret Beﬁieé, ttand T
think that, together, had we
Imown that he had e vantage

- point, would have seemed some-

what serious to us.s»

But FBI Director Hoover
testified: ¢¢There was nothing
up to the time of the assessine-
tion that gave any indiecatien
ﬁhat this han was & dangerous

character who might do harm to

the President or 4o the viee
proéidant.”

The
took another view:

coamiséion,. however,
tThere was much materiel in

the bends of the FRI about Os-

walds: the kmowledge of his de-

fection to the Soviet tmion , his

arrogance ina'hoatiiity to the
Thited States, his pre-castre

tondeneiel, hia lies whsn 1ntcr— |
rogated by the FBI, his trip to
Mexico where he was in contact
with Soviet authorities, his pres-
ence in thp Schoel Book Inposi—-
tory job and its loecation along
the route of the motoresde.

“All this does seem to amount
to enough to have induced an
alert ugeney, such as the
FBI. » o to 1ist Oswald as & po-

. tentlal threat to the safety of the

President, This conclusion may

be tinged with hindsight, but it
is stated primarily to direct
the thought of those responsible

for the futnre_gafety of our pres-



idents to the need for a more
1maginative and less narrow
interpretation of thsir'réspenaié i
bllities.os '

The commission quoted Secret
Service testimony that parade
route buildings never are
checked when a presiaqﬁﬁ is out
of ngshingten'- only when he
4 4nvolved in a parade such as
at inauguration, when the route
is_knowﬁ publicly long in ad-
vance .
| The Secret Services®s explana-
 tien, the commission eoncluded,
€¢is not persussive. An attempt
to cover only the most obvious
points of pessible ambush along
the route in Dallas might well
__bave included the Texas School

Book Inpoaitory building.r!

-

The service alsqﬂwaa eriti-
eized on grounds of poor ecoordi-
miion with local officials — in
this eage the Imllas police ~ in

 outlining their responsibilities
" for maisting in the pcreaidential

visit. = :

"Nine Becret Service agents
were chided for violating regu-

| Iations by visiting the TFort

Worth Press Club the night

before the assassinatic and
~drinking beer or mixed drinks

in the early hours of the fateful
~daye The report didnst name

R

them. A Secret Serviée rule
mohibits drinking by the White
House detail while traveling
with the president.

- Four et the nine, the report
said, were assigned to the serv- {
ice’s backup car 'behind Kenne-
dyss -~ three on the running
board, the fourth in the open
car.
4Tt i3 conceivable that those

mén who had little sleep, and

whe bad consumed aleoholic
beverages, even -in limited
guantities, might have been
more alert in the Imllas motor-
cade 1f they had retired prompt-
1y in Port wWorth, s the commis-
sion said..

¢¢However, there is no evi-
dénce that these men falled to
fake any action in Mmllas within
their power that would have
averted the-trﬂged#. The instan-
taneous and heroic respomss to
the assassination of some of the
agents eoncerned was 1n.the
finest tradition of go*ernment
service.?s

The commisgion noted sugges-
tions that ¢%all or parts of the
yresidential‘proteétiie responsi~-
bllities of the Secret Service ‘e~
transferred to some other de- :

. mrtment or agsncy.ss
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.mhsﬂfBI, iﬁ sald, had been ﬁuﬁ

forward as a loglcal agency %o

handle the entire investigative
end of presidential prgteeti@n.

But the commission backed

away from & recommendation,

$412 there 1s to be any deter-
mnation of whether or not to
relocate those responsibilities
and functions, 1% ought to be
mde by the executive and the
congress, perhapé upon recom-
mendations baged on studies by

~ the previously suggested com-

mttessrs _
That committee, as proposed
v the commission, would in-

‘¢lude the attérney general and

the seeretary of the Treasury -
the department in whieh the
Secret Service is located - or

- the National Security Couneil,

with those two CGabinet officers
sitting 1in.




