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The Ford administration refused yesterday to dls- I
“cuss the Central Inteﬂigence Agency’s recovery of part |
of a Soviet submarine. This: stanee reflected coneern
that Stories of the salvage operation will antagemze

the Soviet Union and jeop-—
ardize' further  undersea
1ntelligence operatmns

Wﬂham E. Colby, dire
of the CIA, expressed&such
concerns before detailed sto-
ries of the salvage operation

urfaced yesterday

The CIA had plans to! Te-
sumg ! its salvage operation
this "summer, according to
Colbyy. but might be deterred
if publicity turns the mtter
into ., an mternatwnah 1nc1-
dent;, e

Heglso implied that the
recovery ship, the Hiughes
Glomar Explorer, which he
said was built espemal,Iy for
the salvage operation, might -
be used for other undersea
intelligence work.

“The Sovief Union hag lost
several other submarines,
according to the CIA; and
keeps-the site of at:least
one sinking under surveil-

lance;to guard against are- . e goid Senator Frank

" covery attempt. -

works. and wire s
the whls
po Al
that“details of 1t should*no
be revealed |

Several condlessmnal

leaders, as well as Admiral *
Hyman G. Rickover, agreed- .
day that recovery.gf |

yes
the, submarine could be,of
sugh ‘intelligence value asfo
justify the expense and rls§<
entailed in the proyect 4
However, this view was
far from unanimous. Seve
members of Congress qlﬁs
tioned the vaiue of “the
project and said it Was“an-
other example of the CIA%p-

~erating without adeqﬁ’ate

congresswnal oversight. _

«“If the CIA can spend $350
million with which to, wpay
Howard Hughes to raiseob
solete 18-year-old su bm a-
rines, then I think the agen-
cy needs a cost-benefit ratio
— mo wonder we're going

Church, (Dem-Idaho), chair-

The CIA’s salvage proyect i man ofwa seleet comm1ttee

raises several questions
about the agency’s method
of operation, including mat-
ters of international law and
‘the CIA’s connections with
billionaire Howard Hughes,
who carried out the contract
an pr i
the;pro

However, until- colummst
Jack’Anderson broke a story
about t}ke .project in & Mu-
tual radio “broadcast Tues-
day night{ Colby had per-
suaded executives of'news-
papers, magazines, net-

“"Back Page Col 5
From Pag

1nvest1gating Eia opera-

tions.
A’lthough stories of the op-

'eraﬁon created a furor on

‘Capitol Hill, they ; were
greeted with silence by Mos-
cow off1c1als and the Soviet

the ©
least since last February 8 |

salvage’ Operatlon at

that ‘story contamed only
sketchy details and CIA offi-

cials theorized that the mat-
‘ter might die down if there

The CIA’s theory nowis
- that the more the story i re-
ported, the better the chance
that. the Soviets will react
advelsely This, CIA - offi-
scontend, .could jeopar-
detente, as well as dam-
ge chances to compléte
e salvage operation ¢ d
startnew salvage pm]ect

I£.10-8. or«Soviet officials
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was no further puthltyjé
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" doA ex;entuallj react, they can
pted to reaet on the:

could be nastyl: -

: t they want to(fkeep
te as the norm’ for

i could he expect;ed to

-sources,;in
Washington ~ sai d they
thought stories of the; sal-
vage operatlon are unh:kely
to causg a serious break;in
US Sov1et relations. ‘e

Dlselosmte of details of'the

opela’mon clearly was'‘em- .

barrassmg to the CIA, \n%hich
in recent’ weeks has jeen

" rocked by reports it ha@[ al-

- legedly engaged in Wide-
i spread doggxestlc spying -and
had been” ‘reportedly impli-
cated in ggsassination plots
in; 1; Jleast, three dlfferent
countries: il
One_of je‘aeral

cause the submarine is a
man of war, it clearly would
be a vieldtion of internation-
al law for a country other
than the Soviet Umon tore-
cover it ;

A’ legal expert \xath the
Navy said that the. pzzT sump-
tion' of, mternatlona; law is
Athat the sovereign reﬁuns ti-
tle of a sunken public.vessel
in -international waters un-
less the vessel ~has been
“abandoned.” The question

of when a vessel can becon-

sidered “abandoned” i un--
clear

The spectaele of Ameri-
cans raising' a sunken sub
tl_:até‘:containéd bodies of Rus-
sian’'sailors without notify-
ing the 'Soviet Union f that

~fact has' caused ad 1omal
' embarrassment. =

‘The bodies — fewer than

/

oviet relations, afiy re-

A offi-,

ten were Lé .
buried %}éea@ ce m_ ei
conducted.-.in Russian ‘an
English: by a-U.S.Navy cap-
tain, according ¢ the CIA.
The Soviet national amthem
was played during the mtes§
which were recorded on
Vldeotape and sound

that ‘ape still’ unanswemed

. are whether the operatlon‘

will have been worthwhile if
it can-go no further and
whether it will be resumed. -

Several CIA officials havé
differed.

Ongt official, fm example,
said ﬁhat if the mission has
to hel ‘aborted now, it already
will thave been Worthwhﬂe
because of the value of ma-
terlals retrieved from the
one-third of the sub that was
raised. He indicated the ma-
terials were of considerable
-1ntelhgence value.

On ‘the other hand Colby
said that as of now the mis-
sion “could be cons1dered
only.é a “marginal 'succeess.’

The submarine 1ep01tedly
contamed three nuclear mis-
silesy;but the CIA says it Te-
‘cove)zred none of them. Nei-
theriiwas there any indica-
tion that the CIA recovered
the » submarine reactor: or
communications apparatus,
including cryptographic

. equipment — all of which

were considered of prime in-

; te1est in the saxvaEe mis-

smm i

The Glomar Explorel still
coul(l be- dispatched to the
scene of the salvage Opel a-
tion (to resume_ the misgion
this, snmmer ()“e CTA offi-
cial-said the mission has to
be carried out-during a.June-
-through-September ‘‘weather
window,” a. pemod when ¢on-
ditions are condicive to' the

- salvage- operatlon

Intelhgence s0urces ‘here
say the mission il not nec-
essarily be scrubbed. They
saye probably ” no decision
will “be made until the CIA
he yWhite. ‘House have
chance to assess pub-
; action and reaction
from’the Russians.




