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By Jack Viets

In a corner of a third floor
office at the Leamington Ho-
tel - in downtown Oakiand is
a teletype machine with a
direct link to Bangkok. -

_ The cable call sign of the
ice is “Birdson” — and
hine is the only Oak-

hnes throudhout the Umted

ARTHUR DE: RONDE
Teletype machi

. te@;n Phoenix, Ariz.

States and the world.

“Qur Bird Air dmswn is
controlled solely from Bang-
kok and Viertiane,” sald Ar-
thur DeRonde a bit tersely
yesterday.

“This is Bird and Son,
here — we provide adm
_trative services for
Leamington Hotel, whi
own, and our shopping

Occasionally, howeve

will print out a name, he
said, and a request that a
‘man be contacted. '
‘The Oakland office getsin
touch with the man, said De-
Ronde. “and we tell hm% he

is' recommended by Bang-r_‘

‘kok, and to send us
sume.’

When the man’s resume is

received, it is sent on o
Bangkok, he said. ar

“Bangkok doesy every-

‘thing, They even set thesal- -

aries — In most cases we
never: see the men.”

Sinee October, he §

'Bird Air in Thailand and .
Laos has been carrying out

what DeRonde termed “a

_Jbody contract” with th e
U.S. Air Force to airflift mil-

itary supplies into Cambo-
dia. T

“We just furnish the bod-
ies. ‘They . (the U.S. Air
Force) call the shots. They
tell Bird, Air where to go'and
when to ge.”

| The Air Force, he said,
prov1des the big C-130 He

cules ' transports that Bi
Air crews are flying @nto
Cambodia and beleaguered

Phnom Penh, the nation s
" capitol.

Bind Air, said DeRonde, is
owned by William H. Bitd, a
58-year-old. adventurer. who
built airport runways: and
highways during the Viet-
nam war with his ThauBock
Plodqus +Co. and alsg, ven-
tured into the air cargo’ usi—
ness. - ko

He was a com:petxtor of
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Air America. the CIA Oper-

_Airlines.

the
teletype machine in the cor-

new pre51dent of
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vated airline known through-

~out Soutleast Asia as the'

¢ dov‘emmen’c airline, and did
so well that in 1967 he was
bought out by Robert Six,
the president of Con’anental

The deal for Bird’s 35air-
planes and his Southeast
Asia air freight business in-
cluded a ‘“no competmo ”
clo%}ige of five years’ du a-

So Bird went into the sh P
pmg center venture in Phoe-
nix .— and’ bought the Lea
mgtom Hotel in Oakland |

Ronde “I fust met hlm ut
in;Saigon, when I waginthe
construction business t0q.”
“You mever ~know what
he ] gettmg mto next ”
_Bird. .got. e air-
ﬁﬁe busxness Jin Southigast
Asia after his five- -year:no
competition clause with' Con-
tmental ran out, Le}%qn

made tfhe Leanﬁngfwm
temporary squa‘rters

Sons Co.

It an e‘{cfc,p%g diversi-
fied Dhisiness —= and: we're
doing retty well,” he sald :

Bird Air — and the tel
type machine in thetcorner
— will presumably be ‘'even -
bus1er n afew days

The Pentagon dlsclos d
Tuesday that it is addi
$1 million to Bird’s exist-

{‘ $1.7 million contra&t- :
w1 1 the ‘Air Force to doub
Hits fhdhts into . CambodJ
fmm ten a da ;

‘ovel seven more C-130 carg
-platies to Bird Air, and Bir

& o




