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CIA LINKED TO JFK ‘PLOT?®

New Yrleuns (ap)- fhe New Yrleans States-Item said today there is
mounting evidence of Central Intelligence Agency links in Distriect
Attorney Jin Garrison's prove of the fcnnedy assassinatione.

"At leaut one Garriscn probe figure intends to use CIA connections
as pat of hias defense," the newspaper said.

The CIA at Washi.gton declined comment.

The copvrightesd story said "still others linked o the Garrison
investigation have been named as acting for the supcr-gsecret espionage
organigation -- as informers, as couriers and munitions carriers.

Gordon Novel, 29-year-old former french .Juarter bar owned who is
fighting extradition from Ohio to Toulaians, was named as having the
strongest CIA ties.

The newspaper said Novel told intimates "he was a CTA opsraiive and
will use this role to battle Garrison's charges.®

Hovel is free on $10,000 bornd in Lolumbus, Ohiec, after his arrest
on a Louisiana warrant that he helped plan the burglory of an oilficld
explosive bunker nea: Houma, 40 miles southwest of lNew Orleans, in 1961.

Hovel has referrad to the alleged bunker burglary as "the most
patriotic burglary in history." He has told associates, the newsneper
sald, that the awiitions burglary was "sa war aetorials siciup nade &t
the dircction of nis CIA cernbact.®

But nis “olumbus atiorney, Jerry Weiner, said ol the CIA link reports
"It's ntterly widficnious. Tovel is not aou and has nover becn a CLA agent.®

The States-Iten quoted Novel as saying he was working for the CIA in
Now Orlenns. Pord of Lis Job, he contends, waa to operute the Iwergreen
Advertising Agency as a front for CIA communleationse

Sovel prepured speeisd radio commercicls for usc in the 'nited States
and Canada, the newspaper said, to alort agents to the date of the Bay of
Pigs invasion.

The key codes were "star Christmas trees,” and "holi iday trees.? Jovel's
agency placed %72,000 vorth of radio time in 1960, the story soid.

Hovel said the late David V. Terrie, mysberions svistor acceused by
Garrison, and severul Cubans were involved in  the explosives bunker incident.

Novel said the explosives were picked up and consolidated soon after
the bunker incident. [Te said they were eventually taken by bocat to Cuba
for use in a diversionary overition in connection with the Bay of Pigs
invasion. o

Garrison's charges state the bunker incident took plece Aug. 1, -

three months after the Cuban invasione



