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- WASHINGTON — (CST) —
After a decade as a center of
U.S. cloak and dagger activi-
Hes, a tmy island of bird
‘droppings in the Caribbean
‘will be formally returned to
‘Honduras today by Robert
‘F‘lnch the presidential as-
Sistant, durin g a one-day
msn
The island, Swan Island,
about 100 mﬂes north of Hon-
“dur: !\ is composed almost
entn*ly of guano, the accu-
- mulated droppings of sea
‘fovcl
It served as the site of a
eovert Central Intelligence
‘Agency radio station broad-
eastings to Cuba durmd and
after the 1961 Bay of P1gs in-
vasion and later to other
‘points in Latin America.
« Diplomatic sources indicat-
ed that final disposition of
the station. and whether it
will be used again by the CIA,
will be subject to negotiation.
# The United States has
claimed "the island since 1863

ninder the Guano Act of 1836

whichigave the Presidént the

NOV 21 1971
Return

CIA Guano Isle .

right to designate an un-
claimed island as U.S. terri- :
tory once an American citi-
zen had discovered guano on .
it.

Durmg the Cuban Bay of%
Pigs invasion, Radioc Swan
was on the air 24 hours a
day, transmitting coded mes-
sages .and mysterious orders
to nonexistent battalions. Ha-

‘vana Radio set up a coimter-

barrage, denouncing Radio
Swan as ‘“not a radio station
but a cage of hysterical p‘al

rots.”’

After the invasion falled
the CIA station was renamed
Radio Americas and contin-
ued broadcasts to Cuba.
Mexico, Central America and
the upper tier of South Amer-
ica.

Finch will be in Hondufas
for only a few hours, arriving
in the mommg from Brazil
and leaving in the evening
for Mexico. He will return to
Washington on Thanksdlvmg
*Day after an 11-day tour‘of
six Latin American coun-
tries.




