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Texas Judge Grants
Ruby Hearing Delay

- DALLAS, Tex. — (AP) —

State Dist. Judge Louis T. Hol-
land granted Monday a defense

—
JACK RUBY, FOREGROUND, TALKS TO HIS ATTORNEY"

Judge Louis Holland postponed sanity trial in Dallas.

motion for a postponement of a
sanity hearing for Jack Ruby,
killer of President John F. Ken-
nedy’s assassin.

The decision means that the
next legal step in the compli-
cated case will be taken by the
Texas Court of Criminal Appeal
in Austin,

Defense lawyer Phil Burleson
argued that to hold the sanity
hearings now could be detri-
mental to Ruby’s position.

At issue is whether the ap-

{peals court upholds an appeal

from the defense that a writ of
habeas corpus motion should
have been granted in a proceed-
ing last summer.
JURIST CHALLENGED

Ruby’s attorneys argued that
his death sentence was void be-
cause Dist, Judge Joe B. Brown
Sr., who presided over the mur-
der trial, should have been dis-
qualified.

Defense lawyers said that
since Judge Brown was writing

‘a book about the case some of
his judgments may have been
prejudicial to Ruby.

Burleson told Holland that he
thought the Court of Criminal
Appeals would be able to act on
.the habeas corpus appeal in
{three to four weeks,

‘TWO POSSIBILITIES

Judge Holland said after the

15-minute hearing that two pos-
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ing on the appeals court daci-
sion: ’

1. If the Austin court rules for
the defense, the death convie-
tion will be voided and Ruby will
be tried again,

2. If the appeal is denied, then
the sanity hearing will proceed.

Dist. Atty. Henry Wade said
the state was ready to proceed|
with the sanity hearing now but
had no chjection to a delay.

Ruby was in court, neatly
dressed as always. He seemed
in a cheerful frame of mind
and had more color than he has
in previous court appearances.-

Ruby, a former Dallag night
club manager, was sentenced to
death March 14 last year for
slaying Lee Harvey Oswald
Nov. 24, 1963, two days after
Oswald assassinated President
Kennedy in Dallas.

The sanity hearing wags order-
ed by the Texas Court of Crim-
inal Appeals before it would
hear an appeal of the murder
conviction. Subsequent defense
motions further complicated the
case and caused further appeals
to the appellate court, the
highest in Texas in criminal
matters, -

sibilities are now open depend-




