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The len Whe Wrote About assassinating De Gaulle

by Jean l.. White

(Lxcerpts below from interview by white of Iredericl Forsyth, suthor of
"The Day of the Jackal," a novel "which meticulously plovg a professional agsasisin's
attempt against the life of ... de faulle.”

Porsyth, the reporter |Reuters Paris; turned novelist, left nothing to chance.
In addition to a professional assassin, he also consulted a pascport forger and an
underground armore

+eeso The forger was recommended to Forsyth by a mercenary whom he met in Biafra.
In nis jou, the mercenary needed several falso identities and paid up to 200 pounds
for a name and face.

vess. |The professional klllerl is an amalgan of three persons thet Forsyth
Imovs.

One is the professional assassin, "a man who tolé me he feels no more emotion in
killing & person than in 'stubbing out 2 cigarette,'" Forsyth says.

Then there is an Englishman I know, lean, charming, but with & hidden ruthless
streak. And there alsc is an undercover agent, who is & superb ches: player and
neticulous plotter of moves."

+«ee. The ammorer, who specializes in guns for the international underworld,

was Forsyth's consultant on the weaponry for the assassin's tasic. & gun such as that
used vy the Jackal does exist. The armorer siowed & rough form to Forsyth.

"As a kidd in the couniry, I had used a .22 to kill rabbits an¢ pigeons. I
didn't know too much about guns but nov I do. For the assassin's job, it had to be
collapsinle, light, e:sily concealed to be carried across borders,

Lhc quote marks at beginning of this paragraph.} The protetype was a
Browning .229, boli-action. The barrel had to cut back to about 10 inches and vet
have enough accuracy to hit a man's head at about 150 varés. It's the rifling in the
barrel, the corkscrew action, that gives accuracy to a rifle and cutting beeir the
barrel reduces this accuracy.

"The underground armorer told me the rifle could do it. Then there was the
explosive bullet - not a dum—dum. A hole is Tored in the slug; a droplet of

mercury dropped in; it is resealed. It explodes with devastating effect when it
hits arget."
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