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Mechanical
Faults in
Reuther Jet

Washington

*An altimeter in the jet
plane that carried United
Auto Worker President
Walter Reuther to his
death had some parts miss-
ing “and one part installed
upside down,” the National
Transportation Safety
Board said yesterday.

Safety investigators said
thede was a “strong possibili-
ty"” a faulty reading from the
altimeter misled the pilot.

,The crash occured at Rells-
ton, Mich., May 9, 1970. The

Lear jet hit tree tops tw o |

-miles from the end of the

runway, staggering in flight |’

forianothe half mile, sheared
intoanother clump of trees
and crashed. Reuther, 62, his
wife, his nephew, and the pil-
ot and copilot were all killed.
A spokesman for the fran-
sportation safety boadd said
the owner of the Lear jet—
Executive Jet Inc. — had
ent the pilot’s altimeter to
toll-Aire Inc, Columbus,
hio, to be overhauled after
if’ had been reported
on7september 28, 1969, to be
out of tolerance,
~In its investigation, the saf-
ety board said it checked

three other altimeters Coll-

Aire had overhauled for Exe-

cutive Jet. Two were found |
‘ to be out of tolerance,

-The Fededal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) said it

team tocheckColl-Aire’s

“manufacturing ssetup.” ..
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'Saf‘éty Panel Says ‘

Reuther’s Jet Had

| AFaulty Altimeter|

WASHINGTON, Feb, 18
(UP)—An altimeter in the
plane that carried Walter P.
Reuther, president of  the

United Automobile Worke;:gj_;fd ;
his death last May 9 had some|

parts missing “and one part
installed upside down,” thf
National Transportation Safety
Board said today.

Safety investigators said
there was a “strong possibility”
that .a faulty reading from the
altimeter reinforced the pilot’s
belief that he was higher than
fe was as he approached Em-
met County Airport in Pellston,
Mich,, for a nighttime landing.
The  chartered twin-engine
Learjet hit treetops two miles
from the end of the runways|
staggered in flight for another
half mile, sheared into another
clump of trees and crashed.
Mr. Reuther, who was on his
way to a union funection, his
wife, her nephew and the pilot
and co-pilot were all killed.

The investigators’ report said

the defective altimeter ap-
parently reinforced the pilot's
illusion of height created by
the plane’s moving over the
darkened ground and with no
visible lights: on the runway.
On a normal I ndin7 an-
proach, the co-pilot’s altimeter
serves as a cross check for the
pilot’s  altimeter. But ‘the
investigators said the plane was
circling to the left as it began
its approach to the airport and
/|the’ co-pilot may have been
‘{looking out the left side of the
cabin toward the airport.
+ “In such a case, he may have
been obtaining his altitude in-
formation from the pilot's al-
timet, eport said. 4




