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By JONES
Agsoclated Pregs Writer
AUSTIN, Tex. AP — Texas Gove John Comnally, who twilce
nomina ted Igndon Johnson for president and who was wounded
in the gunfire that killed Presldent John F. Kennedg,
announced Friday he will not seek re-glection in 1968.
Connally®s declsion that he called ¢ agonizing” clearsd
the way for & freeﬂswin%ing governor?’s race and deprives
Johnson of the help of the poﬁular governor’s name
in the Democratic colum of the Texas ballote
The President’®s control over the gtate delegation to the 1968
Democratic convention in Chicago might not be as strong without
Connally in charge, but a delaiate revolt by Texans 1is =
unlikali. It also Jjeopardizes the President?s control of the state
Democratlc organization.
.~ %¢T have reluctantly concluled that after the drain of what
wlll have been eight yesars of vigorous public service, I no
longer can be assured in my own mind that I could bring to
the office for another two years the enthuslasm, the resilience,
the Eatience that my conscience would demand and the state
would deserve,??® Conmally, 50, said.
The elght years incluled service as secretary of the Navy
under Kennedye He wilill have been governor slx years at the end
of his current third term which ends in January 1969.
Lt. Gove Preston Smith announced hils candlidacy for governor weeks

a20e

3£orts clrculated throughout Texas that an announcement he
would run for governor was lmminent from Sen. Ralph Yarborough,
D~Tex, who three times logi{ the Democratic nomination for governor.
But Yarborough sald in Dallas Friday that he will not announce his
intentions untilCongress endse.

Yarborough is & longtime bitter political foe of Comnally-a part
of the anclent Democratic aglit in Texas between the liberals, now
headed by Yarborough, and the conservatives headed by Connallye

Former Atty. Gen. Wag%oner Carr, former Us S Repes Joe Kilgore,
Houston lawyer Don Yarborough and former state Sen. Frankiin
Spagrs %ave been named in published speculation as possible
agpirants.

mfth the popular Connally out of the way, Republicans would have
- thelr best chance in years to elect & governor. Former Atty. Gene.
Will Wilson, who switched party labels, is a frequently named
possibllity, as is Rep. George Bushe. ‘
Connally, a lonﬁtime friend of Johnson and & force in behind~-the-
scenegs Texas Eol tics before his election, nominated Johnson for
president at the 1956 Democratlc convention and worked hard for his

nomination in 1960e . .. Jes Soe .
Connally resigned ih7}§E§7E6’§ﬁ; for governore

hggponan s called him™ *lyndon®s boy John?? and asserted Johnson
sent him back to keep the state in comservative Democrat hands.

The governor was rid in the car with Kennedy when the
President was assassinafted in Dallas Nov. 22, 1963, and himself
recelved severe bullet wounds. Connally flaced Johnson’s name Iin
nominstion for president at the 1964 natlonal Democratic convention.

Connally and Johnson split ftem narili that year when Johnson
- reportedly applied pressure to ef Kilgore from running against

Yarborough, whose political feud with Johnson was patched over after
the assassination. _

While remaining on warm terms with Johnsom, Connally has opposed
some of his domestic Erograma.

One close friend of the governor sald Connally®s main reason for
stepping down is that he could not support Johnson’s domestic
g§o§ram a8 he would be expected to during the presidential campalgn.
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