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An allegation by ecolumnist
Jack Anderson that Sen. James
0. Eastland took a $50,000 payoff
was denied yesterday by a law-
yer forthe man who is supposed
‘to have made the accusation.

| Texaslawyer Scott Odom said
lin a telephone, interview that
his client, John W. Curington,

did not make a statement attrib-
uted to him, and knows nothing
lof a payoff.

- Another lawyer, Jerry
Patchen, had testified that Cur-
{ington told him wealthy Dallas
joilman. Nelson Bunker Hunt
paid Eastland (D-Miss.) $50,000
or $60,000 to ward off ‘a federal
Imd:ctment on acharge of indus-
{trial wiretapping.

Odom denied that Curington
‘made such a charge. He didn't
make any statement that out-
landish at all, Odom said. “He
didn’t ‘have any knowledge of
that.”

But Patchen stuck by hls shte—
ments in a telephone interview
yesterday., He said Curington
told him several times of a
Hunt-Eastland payoff but
added that Curington did not
claim firsthand knowledge of
such a deal and didn’t offer any
evidence to substantiate it.

“I have never suggested that
Sen. Eastland received any
money. All I said was what John
Curington told ‘me,” Patchen
said. “And now if Curington is
changing his tune, well, he may-
have his own reasons for that.”

The payoff charge was raised
publicly on Monday in a column
by Jack Anderson and LesWhit-
ten. They printed Patehen's ac-
count, along with denialsfrom
Hunt and Eastland, but did not
quote Curington directly. Told
of the new denial, Whitten said, .
Our column, accurateli (L
flected the testimony %

ilease.”




