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Anti-N egro Group Vexing
Policein Wilmington, N.C.

By JON NORDHEIMER

‘Spectal to The Néw York Times
“WILMINGTON, N. C., Oct. 6
"'~ A new anti-Negro organiza-

tion called Rights of White Peo-
iple; considered by local law-
« enforcement officials as more
i.dangerous than the Ku Klux
«.Klan, has complicated efforts to
halt the civil strife that has be-
“=set this port city since last Feb-
jary,

.The leader of the vigilante
s.group, Leroy Gibson, a crew-
#out ex-marine sergeant, has
@@Een‘-sharply critical of the way
ffhe Wilmington police depart-
«ament has met a series of out-
sgkeaks of firebombings and
wsuiping in a small area inside
o ‘?{city.‘

patient and ready to take the
wslaw into their own hands to
[“Suppress what he called “Com-
;g;munist-inspired black revolu-
@wtionaries.”

“We're going right where the

ang if we have to,” he said to-
day in an interview. “We’ll de-
troy them all if necessary.”

- His remarks were familiar
éxtremist rhetoric, but unlike
:ithe Klan and other right-wing
~“groups, his organization is vis-
- ible in large numbers.

Klan Restraint Cited
Over the weekend he organ-

ized rallies in Wilmington that «in

attracted  several  hundred’
armed white men. A proclama-
tion put into effect” yesterday
to bar the possession of wea-
pons in Wilmington was direct-
ed by local officials at nights
rider members of this group,
who had been driving into the
black community here with
guns sticking-from their car
windows. ’

uojusg ueWIEY
Mayor B. D. Swartz, Wil-
mington, Del., telling of
*the emergency yesterday.

ouble is and do some- shoot- |

. L aont approve o any
thing the Klan stands for,”
Chief ' Williamson asserted, “but
they have not posed a problem
for us liké the R.O.W.P. has.”
.+ Racial strife in this city of
46,000, where about 25 per cent
‘of the oitizens are black, has!
‘kad its roots in the public
.school system, which has under- |
‘g#one extensive desegregation
in the last two years.

Outbreak After Fight'

s:. Last February protests over
‘the “expulsion of black: high_‘
:school students led to several|
“days of firebombings and blood-,
:shed before National Guard
‘troops quelled the disturbance.
w. Early last summer two white
;‘g\‘ecurity policemen were slain|

was they patrolled the hallways/

|in the neighborhood during
trouble on subsequent nights.
Three city policemen suffered
superficial gunshot wounds dur-
ing the disturbances, but no
blacks have been reported in-
jured, according to Chief Wil-
liamson.

Mr. Gibson, a 4l-year-old,
square-jawed man who said he
had served 20 vears in the
Marine Corps, deplored what he
called the “coddling” of the
blacks by the police.

“If -the black people won’t
abide with law and order we'll
have to take matters into our
own hands,” he said. “We have

. |have been destroyed by now.”

/that his organization is amass-

as many as 2,000 white men
in. Wilmington who are ready
to settle this trouble right now.
If it weren’t for the Wilmington
police, the blacks in there would

He said his followers engage
in paramilitary training and|

ing a variety of weapons,
White ‘highschool students, he
said, are given free target prac-||
tice training.

Mr. Gibson ‘lives about 50|
miles from here in Jacksonville,
N. C., the home of the Marine
Corps” Camp Lejeune. He said
90. per cent of the leadership
cadre of his group consisted of
combat - experienced former
servicemen. 7

The group began as an anti-
busing protest in North Carolina,
he explained, but evolved into
a militant organization when|
its membership decided peace-
ful protest against the Nixon
Administration’s school policy
was fruitless. .

“Our organization is growing,
and not just in the South,” he
boasted. “If* ‘necessary we'll
eliminate the black race. What
are we supposed to do while
these animals run loose in thel
streets? They’ll either abide by
the law, or we’ll wipe them
out.”

Bt ., “of a local school. This crime has
Since the ban, there has been “not been solved, and it has

2{:}, violence reported in the -ﬁlelped inflame most local
: e
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Williamson even met with state| ; Ee
-rock-throwing followed the next

aders of the Ku Klux Klan this| S
: : : int| 92y within a few square blocks
week and praised their restraint inside the black community.

A“’ﬁﬂim cooperation  during the‘i' The police barricaded streets -

i n



