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RIFLE GROUP SPURS
FIGHT ON CONTROLS
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,.@}‘éks Support in Letter Sent
*to 100,000 Nonmembers
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" 'WASHINGTON, May 13—The
National Rifle Association of
America, the country’s leading
qpponent of * gun control, is
soliciting monetary and politi-
£al support in’ a letter that
‘says, “In New York City, im-
portant city officials have pub-
licly advocated that 4ll firearms
be taken away from the city’s
- patrolmen.” . 3
- The letter was sent to more
than 100,000 people who are
fot members of the association.
i}t was written by Gen. Maxw_ell
E. Rich, retired, executive vice
resident of . the association.
. letter outlines, what it
yiews as the perils of gun con-
trol, . which is receiving new
i)bﬁitical support in Congress.
s.Enclosed with the letter is
"E:on'ur»item questionnaire to
be answered on . computer
punch cards, and two post
cards to be used by the reci-
pient for telling his. Senators
his opinion of gun control.
“The reference to disarming
Mew York City policemen ap-
pears’ on the ‘second page of
the four-page letter in a section
.in which General Rich also
contends that -_advocabes‘ of gun
gontrol really intend to “confis-
cafe” guns.
" 51 Bills Await Action
“This will mean the elimina-
tion and rémoval of all police
fevolvers, all sporting rifles and
target pistols ofned by law-
fbiding  citizens,” the'  letter
says.

before Congress would elimi-
Hate police possession of guns
or ban possession of long guns.
=2As for New York City officials
advocating that:guns be taken
away from policemen, the rifle
association could not give the
source of that statement, and
a:sspokesman for the New York
£Hy Police Department said:
£%mever heard of this. 1 know
nothing about it. It is not true.”
The Federation of Greater
New: York Rifle and Pistol
glubs, Inc.,-is distributing a
statement about- gun control
in' its. newsletter, The state-
ment ,concerning the constitu-
tionality: of banning -handgun
passession; is- disputed by the
person it cites. .
o Bingham Quoted
5: The statement quotes a re-
cent radio debate between Re-
resentative Jonathan B. Bing-
ﬁﬁ’m, Democrat . of the .Bronx,
and the federation’s lawyer,
Pavid I Caplan., It says Mr.
Bingham “recognized that an
amendatory change in the Bill
of Righhhhhts is necessary to s
pert such a deprivation of the
‘Right to Keep Arms’ “ con-
L%aed. in the bjll Mr. Bingham-
is_Supporting.
ZThe bill calls for a ban on
the manufacture, possession
ard sale of h3ndguns.
#Mr. Bingham' denies that he
zgld his bill would ‘require al
istitutional change.
=+¥Our position is that a bil
1%k ours would not offend the
#fond Amendment,” he said.
he Second Amendment
sfites; “A well-regulated militia
ing necessary to the security
of*a free state, the right of
tHE people to keep and bear
aigms shall not be infringed.”
=Ir. Bingham said that in
taradio broadcast he had. an-
sWered a question of Mr. Ca-
pidn by saying that if the Su-
me Court ever ruled his/
# unconstitutional, he would
t seek a constitutional
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“"'None of the 51 bills pending

afflendment,
L .



