NYTimes

Gun Control Accord
On Licensing Hinted J

By JOHN W.FINNEY |
Special Lo The New York Times |

WASHINGTON, June 28—The |
outlines of a possible compro-
mise in the battle over gun con-
trols legislation emerged today
as segments of the gun lobby
started retreating from their
adamant opposition to stricter
jcontrols. -

At the same time, the Admin-
istration’s gun control bill, al-
ready bogged down in the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, ran
into a delay in the House Rules
Committee.

Representative William M.
Colmer, Democrat of Missis-
sippi, announced that the Rules
Committee, which had original-
ly planned to consider legisla-
{tion next Tuesday, was post-
‘poning any action until July 8
so it could first dispose of the
foreign aid authorization bill.

With both Senate and House
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GUN CONTROL FOBS
HINT COMPROMISE
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consideration now delayed until

— b antAabe  —

mid-July, the fear of gun con-

drive to adjourn by Aug. 2.

of the gun lobby would call for
a general form of licensing of

proposals for registration of all
firearms.

. {would be completely acceptable

-lupon some form of registration,
and are increasingly confident
that they have the votes in the
Senate to incorporate such con-
:|trols‘in legislation.

Their... confidence has been
increased by the apparent

ful gun lobby.

gun lobby seem to be conclud-
ing that they are fighting a
losing battle, and that their
bebt political tactic now is to
seek a compromise.

In-the last week, according

3

to well-informed Congressiczs
al sources, representatives of
some leading gun manufac-
turers - met~in Connecticut to
discuss possible compromise
legislation. A similar meeting
last weekend was reportedly
held by some directors of the
National Rifle Association.

In ‘both meetings, according

trol proponents is that the leg-to Congressional sources, it was
islation will become lost in the|recognized that the tide

of sentiment in the Senate

The compromise tentatively|would probably make it nece.
advanced by certain members essary to accept legislation go

ing beyond the ban on inter-

all gun owners. In turn, the Ad-|state mail order sales of rifles
ministration and gun .control and shotguns initially proposed
proponents would drop their|by the Administration.

Testifying today before the
Senate Juvenile Delinquency

It appeared doubtful, how-|subcommittee, Thomas L. Kim-
ever, that such a compromise ball, exccutive director of the

National Wildlife Federation,

to gun control proponents onhinted at the compromise being
capitol hill. They are insistent advanced by some segments of

the gun lobby.

Under his proposal, a gun
owner would be granted an
identification card by the po-
lice, with permits denied to
such - persons as convicted fel-
ons, mental incompetents,

splintering of the once power-|chronic alcoholics and drug ad-

dicts. An identification . card

At least some segments of the|would be required for the pur-

chase or possession of any fire=
arm.

This procedure, he. said,
“would be aimed at the criminal
and not the legitimate gun
owner.” ;
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