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SENATE UNITVOTES
FOR BAN ON SALES
OF RIFLES BY MALL

Republicans’ Switch Spurs
~Hope for the Passage of
the Administration Bill

JOHNSON PRAISES MOVE

In Statement He Asks That|

Plan Be Sent to the Floor

for_Immediate Action
(? {fon &g

By JOHN W. FINNEY

Speclal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, June 18 —
The Administration’s gun con-
trol bill picked up decisive sup-
port in the Senate today as a
" Judiciary subcommittee unani-
mously approved a proposal to
“ban mail order sales of rifles
and shotguns. ) [
With leading Republicans
-switching their position to sup-
‘port the Administration, there'
-no longer was any question

that the Senate would approve

the gun control bill proposed
“by President Johnson following,
the assassination of Senator
Robert F. Kennedy. '
“The only question remaining'
‘was whether the Senate would’
vote even stronger controls
than those proposed by the Ad-
ministration by approving reg-
istration of all firearms and
licensing of all gunowners.

Johnson’s Position

President Johnson made
clear that at least for the
moment the Administration was
‘content to lay registration and
licensing controls. aside for the

‘_s‘a,ke of pushing its mail brder
controls  through ' Congress
quickly. ' i

.- Meanwhile, Attorney General
Ramsey Clark announced tha!
backers of tougher gun controls
-lad organized a committee tg
- fry to increase public pressure
for such legislation. |

:

Misc II - gun legislation

~-Mr. Johnson, who flew back
to.the White House today from
a.long weekend dt his Texas
ranch, promptly hailed the en-
dorsement of the Administra-

tion’s bill by the Juvenile De-
linquency Subcommittee of the
Senate Judiciary Committee.

. Johnson Issues Statement

In a statement issued from
his plane, Air Force I, through
the White House, he urged the
full Judiciary . Committee

“promptly to approve'the ac-

tion of its subcommittee and
send the bill to the Senate
floor for immediate considera-
iion.” '

“Americans should not have
to wait any longer for a strict

. gun control law,” Mr. Johnson
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said, “The time for action is
now, We must give our people
the protection they deserve
from lethal rifles and shotguns

as soon as possible.”

The unexpectedly one-sided
subcommittee vote reflected the
large shift in Senate opinion
on gun controls since Mr, Ken-
nedy’s assassination and the
ensuing public demands for
stronger gun controls,

Only a month ago the Senate,
by a 53 to 29 vote, defeated
the Administration’s proposal
for regulation of mail order
sales of rifles and shotguns.
Today five Senators on the sub-
committee who voted against
the  Administration then voted
for an even stronger Adminis-
tration bill controlling the int-
terstate sales of long guns and
ammunition.

Among those switching in
what he described as a “modifi-
cation” of his past position was
Senator Roman L. Hruska, Re-
publican of Nebraska, who until
now has led the fight in the
committee and on the Senate
floor against stronger gun con-
trols.

Senator Hruska, who fought
against the Administration’s bill
in the closed-door subcommit-
tee meeting, said in a statement
afterward: “If the majority of
the Senate feels it is necessary
to pass gun control legislation
such as the President sug-
gested, I will not object. Indeed,
[ will support it.”

The Senate Republican
leader, Everett McKinley Dirk-
sen of Illinois, who only a week
ago said that he saw no need
for additional gun laws, told
reporters today after a Repub-
lican Policy Committee lunch-
jeon that he would not “resist”
ithe Administration’s bill “if]
there is a demand for it.”

Since the death of Senator
Kennedy 12 days ago, Senators
and House members have re-
ceived a deluge pf mail on
gun controls such as has not
been received on any other
issue in recent years. But the
mail, once preponderantly in
favor of stricter controls, is
beginning to shift as the Na-

tional | Rifle Association and|

other gun groups stimulate mail
in opposition.

The mail being received by
Senator Joseph D. Tydings,
Democrat of Maryland, which
had been running 20 to 1 in
favor of stricter controls, was
down to 10 to 1 today. The
Senate majority leader, Mike
Mansfield, reported that his
mail from Montana, initially in
favor of stricter controls, had
shifted to 2 to 1 against con-
trols.

The Next Step

The batile scene now shifts| -
to the full Senate Judiciary
Committee, which earlier this
year rejected the proposed ban
on mail order sales of rifles and
shotguns by a 10-to-6 vote. On
the basis of the shifts in the
subcommittee today, it was ap-
parent that there wers now
enough votes in the full com-|-
mittee to clear the Administra-
tion’s bill. )

In addition to Mr. Hruska,
those Senators shifting were
Birch Bayh, Democrat of In-
diana; Quentin N. Burdick,
Democrat of North Dakota;
Philip A. Hart, Democrat of
Michigan, and Strom Thur-
mond, Republican of South
Carolina.

What Bill Provides

The Administration’s bill
would prohibit interstate mail
order sales of rifles and shot-
guns except to licensed gun
dealers, ban over-the-counter
sales of such guns to out-of-
state residents and prohibit
sales of long guns to persons
under 18 years old.

In addition, the bill would
prohibit interstate mail order
sales of ammunition except to
licensed dealers and prohibit
the sale of hand gun ammuni-
tion to persons under 21 and
of long gun ammunition to per-
sons under 18.

The subcommittee arnended
the Administration’s bill to in-
clude a provision banning the
sale of ‘“destructive devices,”
such as bazookas, hand gre-
nades, machine guns and sawed
off shotguns. -




