Tilimes

Klansman’s Sentence Cut

JACKEON, Miss., Cct. 6 (AP)
—The Covernor cf Mississipni
has reduced the prison term of
a self-acknowledged Ku Klu-
Klensman who was sentenced
to 10 vears in connection with
the 1966 firebomb death of a
Megro civil rights leader. Gov.

John Bell Williams said yester-|,

day he had reduced the 10-
vear arson term to five years to
make Lawrence Byrd of Laure!
oligible for parole.
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Jailed Klansman Is Paroled

Jacksom, Miss.

A self-acknowledged Ku
Klux Klansman sentenced
to ten years in prison for
drson in the 1966 firebomb
death of a Negro civil
rights 'leader has been pa-
roled after Governor John|
Bell Williams reduced his
prison term to five years
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to make him eligible for
parole.

A spokesman for Wil ins
said Tuesday the governor
reduced the sentence of

‘Lawrence Byvrd of Laurel,

Miss., at the request of the
State Probation and Parole
Board, which approved
Byrd’s parole September 28.

He was freed the next day.
The executive officer of the
parole board said yesterday
he does not sit in on the
board’s deliberations and did
not know the basis for the
parole. The board chairman
was not immediately avail-
able for comment,
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