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CHICAGO (AP) == A KANSAS PATHOLOGIST WHO DID SOME DETECTIVE ,
WORK IN ANALYZING PUBRLISHED MEDICAL REPORTS ASSERTED MONFAY
IT CAN BE "STRON
| Y PRESUME

IT CAl EE "STRONGLY PRESUMED" THE LATE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KEMNEDY
SUFFLRED FROM ADDISOM'S DISEASE.

DR. JOHY NICHOLS SUGGESTED THAT A 1955 ARTICLE, CONCERNING
SPINAL SURCERY PLLFORMED OM AM UNMAMER APDISON'S RISEASE SUFFERER,
WAS ACTUALLY WRITTEN AEOUT AN OPERATION PERFORMED ON KEMIEDY,

WRITING I THE CURRENT JOURDAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION, NICHOLS SAID THERE WERL RUMCRS, NEVER PURLICLY
CONFIRMED tHAT KENMEDY SUFFERED FROM THE DISEASE WHER IE
CAMPAIGNER FOR AND HELD THT PRESIDENCY. THE REPORT OM KEMHEDY'S
AUTOPSY DID NOT MENTION SUGH A FINDING.

IF KENNEDY DID HAVE THE DISEASE, SAin nr
OF KANSAS MEDICAL CENTER IMN KANSAS CITY. TH
HAVE BEEN MADE KNOWM ELCAUSE "THE UPLIA Is
.KNOWLEDGE OF THE HEALTH OF THEIR CHIEF LXEOU
FOR THIS OFFICE."

ADDISON'S DISEASE AFFECTS THE ADREMAL GLAMNS. BEFODE THE
ADVENT OF CORTISONE AND OTHER STEROID n?wcq IT USUALLY LED T0O
DEATH. UNTREATED VICTIMS DISPLAY EMOTIOMAL INSTAPILITY AND
NERVOUSNESS. THEY OFTEMN HAVE AMEMIA, DIGESTIVE DISTURPANCES
AND MUSCLE WEAKNESS, AND ARE SUSCEPTIELE 70 INFECTIONS.

NICHOLS SAID HE REACHED st PONCLUSTON BV COMPARING MEWSPAPER
REPORTS OF SURGERY PERFORMEDT ON KEMNEDY IN 1954 WITH AN AMA
MEDICAL JOURNAL REPORT OF SIMILAR SURGEDY PERFORMED OF AN -
UNNAMED PATIENT OF THE SAME AGE AT THE SAME TIME AMD TN THE SAME
HOSPITAL.

HE GAVE THIS ACCOUNT: |

THE ARCHIVES OF SURGERY, PUELISHED FY THE AMA, CARRIED AN ARTICLE
IN 1955 ABOUT SPINAL FUSION SURGERY PERTORMER ON'A 37-YEAR=OLD
UNIDENTIFIED MALE PATIENT WHO HAD EEEM SUTFLRING FROM ADDISON'S
DISEASE FOR SEVEN VYEARS.

THE ARTICLE SAID THE SURGFRY WAS PERFORMED AT THE CODNELL
UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGE COMPLEX, MEW YORK CTTY, ON OCT. 21, 1954,
IT SAID THE PATIENT RETURNED FOUR HMONTHS LATSR FOR REMOVAL oF’a
METAL PLATE INSERTED DURING SURGERY.

A NEW YORK NLWSPAPER REPORTED OI' SPINAL TFUSION SURGERY
PERFORMED IM THE SAME INSTITUTION ON THE SAME DAY OM KEMNNEDY,

THEN A 37-YEAR-OLD U.S. SENATOR OF MASSACHUSETIS. IN A LATER
STORY, THE NEWSPAPER SAID KLMMEDY RETURMED TO THE HOSPITAL FOUR MOMTHS
L

CHOLS, OF THE UNIVERSITY
E INFORMATION SHOULD
ENMTITLED TO
TIVE AND CANDIDATE

"LATER FOR REMOVAL OF A PLATE INSERTED DURING SURGERY.

THE NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS CITEDR WERE THOSE OF THE NEW YORK TIMES.

"IT IS MOST UULIKELY THAT TWO PERSONS WITH THE SAME AGE AMD CLIMNICAL
"HISTORY OF THE LATE PRESIDENT WOULD HAVE ”““.mGONE SIMILAR SYRGERY
IN THE SAME HOSPITAL ON THE SAME DAY AND RETURMED OM EXACTLY THE
SAME TIME FOUR MOMNTHS LATER FOR REMOVAL OF THE LAT“S; MICHOLS SAID.

HE SAID THE AUTOPSY REPORT ON THE LATE PRESIDENT ®IS CURIOUSLY
SILENT ON THIS POINT AS WELL AS OM DETAILS OF THE PITUITARY, OF

HIS VERTEBRAL COLUM, AND SACROQILIAC JOINTS.

"THE SILENCE ON %HESL POINTS MAY BE DUE TO (A) ACCIDEMNTAL
OR INTENTIONAL FAILURE TO SEARCH AND QFSERUEA OR (B) SUPPRESSION
OF AUTOPSY FINDINGS AND EXISTING CLINICAL RELORDS RY RELATIVES OR
FEDERAL OFFICIALS OR BOTH,"™ HE SAID.
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