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ALTEGED MURDER WEAPON NOT FOUND IN BOOK DEPOSITORY,
LANE CEARGES

"SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT EVIDENCE BRGAK, T
SAYS CHAIRMAN OF INDIPENDENT INQUIRY
New York, July 3 -- "The rifle that was found on she cixth floor of the
Book Depository Bullding less than one hour affter tne assassination is noi
the seme rifle now allegsd to be the rurder weapon,’ caid Mark Lane,

Chairman of the Citizens' Committes of Inguiry today.

-

Hailing this new prcof ag fthe mogh dramaiic and ime
portant evicunce break in the case thas far," Lone charged that the Déilas
authorities "have switched rifles in order that a rifle allogedly mailed
to Oswald's post office box in March appeared to be the marder weapon.
Lane, who testified before the Warren Commission on July 2, wags paramiticd
to cxamine the weapon which allogedly was used by Oswald Lo assassinate

President Xennedy.

During Janvary, Lane revealed thei hz bhad in his pos-
gezsion & photostatic copy of an affidavit on file in the Dallas District
Attorney's office. 'That affidavit, cigned by a Dallias police officer who
found a rifle on the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building less than
one hour after the asgassination, c¢:ntained the svorn statement by the
officer that the weapon wan a German Mauser, Caliber 7.65. The following
day the Dallas District Attorney stated that the murder weapon was an Ite~

lian Carbine, Caliber 6.5 and it was that weapon which was discovered on

the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building and erroneously identified

by the officer.



Those defending the official view argued that the officer,
after exemining the weapon, mistakenly concluded that it was =z German
Mauser, Caliber 7.65, because it bore no identifying markings. Mr. Lane,
in his July 2 appearance before the Warren Commission, while examining the
rifle read into the record those markings which appeared on the rifle and
which were indelibly engraved thereon in large letters. The markings were:

"iade Italy" and "CAL 6.5."

NThere can be but one explanation," charged Lane, "and that
is that the local law enforcement authorities have switched rifles in

order to !'prove' Oswald's guilt."
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Oswald Lawyer Attacks Distorted Facts

By HAL WOMACK
tm Thursday altertioon, April
23, there were probably not 13
people at  The University of
Texas, in the city of Austin or in
any other US communities (with
u few exceptions) who were not
vonvineed that Lee Harvey Os-
wald assassinated Jokn B, Ken.
nedy.
‘Gultt* Nevay Doubted
In the five months xince the as.
saseination, the Investigatory
agencles and the prees of the US
* have changed much of the pre.

PRESS CRITICI

aentation of the specifle facts of
the rase, but thay have not way-
rred In the vigorous propagation
of the theory that Owwald, and
Oawald rione, murdered the
President,

Hegloning o imont imoedh
slely after the sasasainallen,
the postinuous herrage of dra-
matieslly reporied fons

of excepllonal—that 1s. relnter-
ested, critieal, snd  curious —
communities in which New York
eivll righte attorney and former
siite assemblymen Merk Lane
chatlenged five months of public
mcousstions with two hours of de-
fense. It 1z slmeat impossible to
belleve that sfier Lane's speech
thare remalned 12 people 1 &n

by public offlclats that Owwald
wag “‘withont snr doubi the
hlllee”  bave gesersily per-
sasded the people of the Untied

Blates,
Thureday night, however, Aus-

tin was added to the growing list

sudience of several hundred who
did not have reasonable doubts
#5 to the guilt of Lee Harvey Os-
wald.
Preas Ignored Foets
The targe and sudden reversal
of the audience’s opinlon was

ZED FOR COVERAGE

At Mark Lans illustrates “teuching up' on Oswald pictures

possible  hecause Lane ralsed
quastions, exposed Inconsistencles
in the prosecution, and revesled
important facts mest of which
have besn affectively ignored by
the US news medis. The crae
kept & large audience fascinated
for two hours,

‘The case, which causad many

‘to remain for two and one-hall

hours rmore asking public and
private guestione, has been of-
feredd to ant rejected by almost
every newspaper in tha UE with
the exception of the National
Guardian, a weekly published in
New York City. The Guerdian
printed Lane's brief In December
end has since followad the case
closely,

Seme may feel that the two
hours of consttuctive predenta-
tion were too long elther for the
interest of the audience or for
the facts that wer. adduced. Any
reasonably  unblased obaerver
can testify to the mstalnad inter-
est of the audisnce, As Burray
Kempton remarked after the fec.
ture, not only was Lane’s speech
concise and relevant, bui Lane
omitted about one third of his
case in order to ssve Hime.

"Here there ls space fo pose
only o few problems ralsed by
tha spaech which was iself lm-
fted by tme: How could Dallas
District Attorney Wade announce
that the casa against Cswald for
the slaying of Patrolman Tippit
wag absolutely set when the only
eyewitness to the slaying sald
that the kitler approached the po-
lee car, leaned on the door and
talked to the officer, and then
shot the officer 'when he got out
and began to walk toward the
front of the car? g

And that the killer was short,
stocky, amd had bushy habr?
{Orwald was (ive feet ton, had
thin, blond bair snd a roceding
balriise,} :

What abeut the nine wilnesses
who were at three key positions
and who all heard the shots come
from the srea ol the overpass
rather than from the textbook de-
pository  {two of whom were
standing directly beneath the win-

ow from which the shot was al-
g'ged. tn hava heen fired)?

Why, with bhuedreds of FBI,
Seoret Sarvice, and Dalias po-
Bremen ia radioconirolled ears
was ihe sres net hiocked off,
an 36 coutd have been gulckly
and easily?

Paraifin Mot Proof

Paraffin teats cannot be con-
clusive proof of having fired a
weapon since nitrates found In
some sosps and many household
products ean give the same posi-
tive result as nitrates from a
gunpowder exploslon.

Yet D A, wade psserted that
Oswald's ‘‘paraffin teat ghowed

that the suspect fired 2 gun.” He
neglected ta state that the tests
on Oswald’'s face were négative.
This fact would be significant had
the D. A wanted fo sssart that
Oswald had recently fired 2 rifle
instead of a platol,

Why were the {hree chansges
Ia ibe dogeription of the
dent's posillon a4 ihe time
shootlag wot mers oritics
questioned by the preoa?
st ail times was the
tlon of tha Presiiest's
sdjested te 1 (e theory
the chois oume frem the
Hery?

{Mirst Kennedy was mald o

have been ahot when the car was

f!%gasai

‘npproaching  the depository on
. Hounton

street; when pletures
and witnesses proved that the car
had alrezdy turned loward the
overpass and after tha doclors
who operated on Keanedy at

' Parkland hospital declared the

wound above the necktie knot 10

toward the depository.
Doctors Confused!

After pictures Kennedy
10 have been facing forward at
the moment of the shot, results
from the Bethesda autopey which
has still not beem made public
were leaked to indicate that the
woind {on which a traceheotomy
was performed at Parkiand Hos-
pital) was now an exht wound.)

‘The Unlversity of Texas radio
will have an opportunity to broad-
cast the Lane defense—the bemt-
organized presentation of the
facts on the most Important story

before
lraving to speak nt the Unlversity
of Odahoma: "The thing which
linpressad me mont was the open-
mindedness of the students In
Texas shout the case, I do mot
think that many people outside of
Texas are aware of the raal con-
certt which seems to exist here
regarding thia case. The willlng-
ness of the studentz to form %o
quickly a Citizens Committee of
Inquiry Is wery encouraging. You
can be cormin that 1 shall, at [u-
ture speaking engagements and
in written statements about the
case, rajse Ty very faverable
impression as to the enlightened
student pesponse in Texas.”



“The Oswald Casg”

Mark Lanme’s Actual Testimony
#to the Warren Commission
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A Boxed Album of 2 L.P’s with
an 8-page text

SPECIAL RATE — $5.95¢
@

Now you can HEAR about @The
Doctored Photographs €@ The
Medical Evidence @The Weap-.
ons ®The Tippit Murder

Send check or money order for $5.95 (plus 25c handling) to:

CITIZENS' COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY
156 Fifth Ave. N.Y.C. 10010, Dept. P

Joachim Joesten, a former as-
sistant editor for Newsweek
foreign affairs department, is
the author of 26 books in Eng-
lish and German and hun-
dreds of newspaper and mag-
azine articles.

T0is s [ne explosive ook

(e President’s Gommission on (he Assassination

Of President Kennedy has

Part One: Impossible Assassin
Chapters

1. The Self-Betraying Detour
2. Thunder Before Lightning

3.“Ambush Building Chosen
With Care”

;i 4. Evidence That Backfired

5. Wade's Speciacular

6.4l Didn't Kill Anybody"

7. The Unworried Killer

8. The Irving Gunsmith And
The Phantom Sight

9. Life Merchandises Death

10 "Wounds That Speak Like
Mouths”

11.Who Killad The"GoodCop”

12.The Shy Witnasses To A
Mavie Capture

dsked 10 read

Part Two: Fall Guy?

‘Five chapters of strong evi-

dence that Oswald was the
fall guy for <conspiratorial
forces — with momentous im-
plications for American de-
mocracy,

SEND CHTCK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $395
{ plus 25¢ for mailing & handling)

CITIZENS' COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY
185 FIFTH AVENUE - ROOM 422

NEW YORK, M. Y, 10010



