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LOS AntibiwS AP = Sirher Bishera Sirhan’s lawvers made
& last intense plea for his dife donday, askine that his mother’s
rrayers be answered, as the fate of the voung Arabd assassin of

vene Robert Fo Kennedy was vrlaced 1in a jury’s hands.

after 2bout 2 hours deliteration, jurors were sent to I

their notel for the nighte Deliberations were to resume Tuesday
_morning . '

e seven men and {1Ve women 0t the Denalty vhase of the case o -

2% 11800 e
how, &t last, the issue was z simple and solemn one-whether Lo ‘
the 2h-year-old slayer gets -1ife imprisonment or death in the Californis
£2.5 Cuamber. ‘ , S
“ran issue that should be God s alone, *? defense attorney Grant
Be Looper told the jury. **Should Sirhan svend the rest of his
lire in/prison or should nis life be ended by inhaling the dezdly
Tunes of cyanlde gag§?? : ‘ . '
But Lepuly bList. Atty. John Howard declareds *“ihis
aefendant will regard rermission to live as an additional
triunpie You will not be obliged to hear this defendant.
boast that he committed the crime of the centurys. Others will.?’
Cooper, 66, again argued that Sirian was mentally imnaired when
ae spot Kennedy June b, 1968, as the 42-year-old New Yorl
senator campaigned for the bemocrztic presidentizl nomination.
wery Slrhan, DAY your pravers be. answered, ** Cooper concluded,

curndng toward the defendant’s 56 =vear —old mother, sitting in a second
row gpectator’s seat. ‘

Superior Court Judge Herbert Ve Walker then delivered his
instructions to the jurors and gave the case back to the men and women
Wue dast Thursday ad judged Sirhan pullty of first-degree murder.,
- aliers zre eligible for parole in California in seven vears,
althougn normelly they serve longer. L

Walker told the Jurys **The matier of varcle is not to be
consluered by you in determining the nenalty for this offense,??

slrier chewed gum, 2 slight 5 foot-4 figure in blue onen-collar
shirt and dark frousers. Hls even tinier mother went. The Jjurors
were attentive 2s 211 the drama of the 15-wdelk trial was cavsuled in
tiie” brief rinal arguments of both sides.
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“election process we now enjo%;”
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- sarlier, Mrs. Sirhan took the witness stahd and Coomer
put _but a single question to her. '

~asking you to invoke the death
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“‘In bis entlre life, before the shooting, had Sirhan Sirhan
at any time been in trouble with the law?®®

‘"He hes never been,’? irs. Sirhan replied. *‘And that is
not .irom me or from him, that is because I raised him un on the
law of God and Hlis love.?? ' ,

howard then stood before a legfern as he read his last arguments.
he 18 ««, a 6-foot-?, »20-pound prosecutor who fervently belleves
in cepital punishment. In his argument, however, he did not present
the death penalty 28 a state demand. " o

‘'ben. Robert ¥rancis Kennedy,*?® Howard said, *‘was struck -
down at a moment when he represented the ideais‘and hopes of a substanfd
segment of this nation. '

~ beyond doubt the tragedy which occurred in the early mornine hours
of June &, 1966, at the Ambassador Hotel, was politically
motivated...ﬁitig&tion of political assassination to any desree
must sooner or later spell an end to the traditional democratic

Sirhan’s motive in ¥ililin nnedv, the defense claimedg wa. s
his pro-Arzb anger over the senator’'s suprort of the Israelil

~cause in the Mlddle Sast conflict with the Arats.

U by your verdict,*’ Howard went on, *‘vou mav eliminate

sirinen blshera Sirhan altogether from goclety, or merely eliminate

aim from your societyes. ' ‘
“we Lave lavishly expended o resources for the salke of s cold -bloodé
olitical assassin while content to send vatriotic Americans to their

leatus with a $7¢ ritfle and owr best wishes. :

" '®irpen was entitled to a fair trial, which he has received. He

nas no special cliaim to further pregservasion.?? :
howard-who called no witness for the prosecution=was followed -
vy defense attorney Russell L. Parsons, who saids *'Without

_ i) penalty, it’s quite plain., at least
to me, that’s what they seeXkeese ‘

‘Do we execute sick reorle in California® Do we follow ‘ '
ditler who believed in striking down the lame, the halt and siclkp

I don?t belleve we’ve gotten down to the bottom rung in California
where we execute slck people, as such as he is.?? ' :
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Finally 1t was Cooper’s turn. 4 veteran of innunerable
courtroom battles, his was the last word for or against Sirhan.
Hde sald of" Kennedy: *‘He died the victim of hate, hate
engendered at an early age in the child Sirhanz a2 hate that consumed
wnat was once a healthy mind, hate that reducel that mind to a state
of severe mental impairmentees o S
**If the deati of Sirhan Sirhan could restore Sern. Kennedy

- to his country and his family I think I*d be the first to demand

his 1ife ese .
“'Uo not tell the community, do not tell the world thet we in. the
United States will execute 2 mentally sick merson. Ledles and =
§entlemen of the Jury, I beseech wou to spare Sirhan Sirhan’s
ife, 1t would carry forth the true smirit of Sen. Kennedy?s
compassion,.®? , o
fhen Cooper turned and looked at Sirhan and concluleds
*‘And now, Sirhan Sirhan, I’ve done all that I could do
to the very best of my ability for you and for the American
system of Jjustice. C
‘'To you, Mary Sirhan, his mother, I say I can 40 no more. .
I now entrust the life of your son to the hands of the Jjurv. Mary
Slrhan, may your prayers be answered.?®’
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