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SRHAN DEFENSE

Expert Insists View Is Valid|
Even if It Seems ‘Absurd’

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON
Special to The New York Times i

LOS ANGELES, March 27—
The defense in the trial -of
Sirhan b. Sirhan rested its case
today and the prose:ution pre-
pared to call several psychol-
ogists and psychiatrists who|
are expected to have differing

- views of the defendant’s mental
condition.
- The end of the defense’s
effort to save Sirhan from the|
gas chamber canie after 29
_ witnesses had been heard. Many
of them festified thet the 25-
vear-old Jordanian immigrant
was a schizophreniz paranoid
= psvchotic incapable of premedi-
tating the murder of Senator|
Robert F, Kennedy,

The presentation of the pros-
ecution’s rebuttal witnesses is|!
“expectrd to take at least three|
days. Presumably, the lawyers
will then deliver their summa-
tions and the case will go to the
Jur\?'

The ecenclveicn of the de-|
fense's crse crive on the 49th|
dev of the trial. The defense
witnesses bave heen heard for
the last 19 court davs.

This mornin~ D=, Pernard T..
Diamond completed three davs
of testimony on Sirhan’s mental
state hefore and at the time of
the shooting b+ aclmow'ed~ine
that his versinn of how &i-*-~=!
killed Senater "Tnmmedir yrlhile

Tin a self-induced tran-o =1~
» seem like an “incredible ' ~-."

‘Ahsurd, Prom-~etarg!

“I have stated that th's is||
an absurd, preposterous stary,
anfikely and incredible, which

- is extraordinary and possibly
in a -unique case such as Sir-
han’s does raise the gravest
problems of clinical proof and
credibility.”

Dr. Diamond, a psychiatrist|;
who teaches at the Universitv
of California at Berkelev and
who hvpnotized Sirhan several
times in his j=71 cell, said that|
-Sirhan  was a  “prenostrerus
nerran®  and ket Rig setiean)
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“When T first had pers~nal

contact with Sirhan,” he con-

tinued, “I was prepared for the|
vsual care of a raranoeid fanetic|
who dreams of prand delusiofis| |
and that is what has been found| |

to bhe so.
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“I was not, howe¥ét, pre-

«pared for what T discovered,
these stirring instances of cor-
respondence courses, hypnosis,
. dissociate trances, mystical oc-
. cultism of the Rosicrucian mind
power and black magic and that
* this, in mv psychological thifik-

ing, would have resulted in the| |
death of Senator Kennedv that! |

affected the destinies of the en-
tire world.”
Dr. Diamond told the court

. that he had investigated Sir-!
shan’s mind “hv every psvchi-:
natric means within my power.”
= He said he had little ex-:
%ectation that he would be
=believed, but added that he
Zthought it was “important that
»there exist this full record of
“how the assassination of Robert
-Kennedy came about.”. :

~ The npsychiatrist said that
his story of how Sirhan went
“into a trance after seeing him-
self in the mirrors of an al-
-cove in the Ambassador Hotel,
.and how the trance related!
‘to experiments in self-hypnosis!
«before a mirror in his bedroom,|
#was a “script that would never)

ave been acceptable in a class,
+3B motion picture.”

o Calied ‘the Realities’

= “And yet” he concluded,

““these are, I think, the realities |

of the psychiatric findings.”
Qutside the courtroom, dur-

kng a television interview, Dr.
. Diamond said that the only rea-| -
-to believe his story was that
.it was so “absurd,” he declined
to speculate as what verdict
.the witness stand by Dr. Geor-
~chologist who had been retained
+by the prosecution to study
“the test findings of two other
zpsychologists who had ex-
#amined Sirhan.

= In testifying for the Defense,
*Dr. Seward confirmed the ear-
Jlier diagnois that the defendant
was a “schizophrenic-paranoid
type.”

Under cross-examination, the
.psychologist conceded that
some of the defendant’s an-
swers that served to indicate
“paranoia might have been col-
bred by the stress experienced
‘by virtue of being in jail await-
«ing trial for a capital offense..
¥ She resisted the prosecution’s
efforts, however, to suggest
.questions would be affected by|;
Sirhan's anxiety. ] :

The last defensewitnesswas
Dr. George De Vos, a psycho-
logist and a professor ofantho-
pology at the University of
California at Berkeley.

Dr. De Vos, who has given
psychological tests to diffErent
groups, said that the fact™that
Sirhan was an Arab did not
have “any bearing” on the va-
lidity of the tests.
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