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LOS ANGELES AP = Sirhan Sirhan, who began his own defense
by admitting he assassinated Sen, Robert F. Kennedy, told in
smiling and relaxed fashion today of his early years -in the United
States affer his famlily fled Palestine.

**T didn?’t want to leave., I wanted to say in my own country,?*?
the young Jordanian told the jury in his second day on the witness
stand « **I thought that things would subside.?®?

Sirhan, charged with murder and on trial for his 1life, answered
every question with *°sir?*’ and seemed eager to reply.

He began his story Monday by telling of scenes of war in his
childhood days in Jerusalem, torn by fighting between Arabs and
Zionists. He continued today b Sfeaking of an ineldent in which
the French consulate in the old elty of Jerusalem was ransacked
by Arabs. He said that later one of his teachers in Jerusalem

.sgoke of it. : - o
‘He said this is the wrong way of golng about it=there should
be negotlations, ** Sirhan sald. .

f‘Dig you believe that??’ asked defense counsel Grant B. Cooper.

‘“Yes sir, I did. He was very mad about it=angry that Arabs
did the same the Zionists did.?? - :

The defense contends that the shooting of Kennedy was occasioned
by the Ilew York senator?®s support of Israel and that the trauma
of 2 wartime childhood diminished Sirhan®s mental capacity to
rlan the assasgssination.

The Sirhan family was bdbrought to this country by a Thilted Vations
relief organization and moved to nearby Pasadena,

Sirhan was asked if he found 1t difficult to adjust to school
in Ame ' _

ica.,

Ae No sir. I was very anxious to attend.

ke Dld you work hard at school?

A, I tried my best. '

He said his Tather rémained in Pasadena only about six or eight
months, then returned to the mld-East.

&e How long did he remain away?

As ZvVver since. ' ‘

Sirhan’s tone was almost casual Monday when he admitted he took
Kennedy’s life. , - '

The 24-year-o0ldé ond graf 4021
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Sirhan BJjt <50 _
By HARRY F., ROSENTHAL
Assoclated Press Writer '
LOS ANGELES AP —In a tone of voice that was almost casual,
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan said on the witness stand that he took
the life of Sen, Robert F, Kennedy '
The 24-year-old Jordanian had admitted before that he was

the senator’s assassin, but that was in stormy sessions out of the
hearing of the jury. By contrast he was composed and polite
Monday as he faced the eight men and four women who e¢ould sentence
him to death,

He smlled often and grinned broadly at times.,

**It is alleged that on the 5th day of June, 1968, you kllled
and murdered Sen. Robert Francis Kennedy, a Auman %ezng,”
began -Grant Be. Cooper, the leading member of the defense
le%al team. *'Did you . o o 8hoot Sen. Kennedy?’?

¢¥Yes sir,?* said Sirhan.

The white halred lawyer then went down the list of five others




wounded in the wild fusillade that felled the senator.

€e Did you shoot Paul Schrade? .

A. That is what the indictment reads. I might have.

‘&. %ou heard the testimony here?

e E8 e

Qe Were you aware of the fact that you shot Mr. Schrade?

As I was not aware of anything. _

The answer was in line with the defense contention that Sirhan
was in a trance and out of contact with reality when he shot
Kennedy.

Sirhan,.eager to testify, often blurted out his answer
before too r finished the question, It was almost as if
hg re%ighe his turn to be heard after sitting . through eight weeks
Q1L Trial.,

Coo eg asked about the shooting of Irwin Stroll, one of the
wounded ¢

Qe Did you bear him any 11l willy
A. Noy, 8ir, I did not. _ .

And so the gquestions went about Elizabeth Evans, Ira
Goldstein and Wllliam Weisel.,

ZLach time, Sirhan said np, he didn°®t bear the shooting vietim
any 111 will,

The questlon was not asked about Kennedy. '

After court, Cooper was askeds will that one bde
put directly? -

“‘No,*’ he said. *‘But the answer will come out.’?® _

The defense claims the scenes of war witnessed by Sirhan as
a dispossessed Arab child in the Arab-Zionist stru§gle over
Palestine in the late 408 and early 50s cr1p§led his
ﬂﬁng to the point where he could not meaningfully plot Kennedy’s
murder.
~**The Jews klcked us out of our homes,*’ Sirhan said. *‘The
Zionists kicked us out. We were terrorized out of leaving owr
homeso*?

Sirhan’s mother, Mary and his Z0-year-old brother, Adel,
ges%ified that Sirhan frew up amid poverty, starvation and repeated

ombings. )

i 1 rgcollect, sir, qulte vividly the incident which my mother
referred to about tﬁe soldier—the dismembered soldier with his
body exploded, *’ gaid Sirhan. *°I remember seeing that leg,
gir, with the soldier?®s boot in 1it,’?

Qe Do you have any recollection of the death of your dbrother,
Munir, that is your first dbrother Munirz
A. Yes, s8ir, I have a slight recollection of that. I used
to walk around his casket.’?®

Mrse Sirhan sald the defendant was three when Munir, then
7, was killed by a truck while running from a scene of shooting.
sirnan was so upset, she sald, that she also named her next son
Munir.
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LOS ANGELES AP = Sirhan Bishara Sirhan drew an
reprimand in court from his attorney.: |

Grant Be. Cooper was askinf Sirhan, assassin of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy, about life in Jerusalem,

“‘How cold does it get there??

*‘Pretty damn cold, sir,*?

_*SWiatch your language, éirhan, snapped Cooper.
DDirdaes Mar. 4 ;



