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- Step to Limit Trial |
‘For Sirhan Hinted; |
JuryIs Completed|

By DOUGLAS E. KNEELAND|

Special to The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 11—Se-
lection of a jury for the murder
trial of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan|
was completed today amid in-|
formed speculation that the|
prosecution and defense might|
reach an agreement to avoid
‘a full-scale trial.
| Attorneys for the 24-year-old
|Jordanian immigrant, who is
Iaccused of slaying Senator Rofh-i
ert F. Kennedy last June 5,
declined to comment on the

reports, which were widely cir-'*

culating at the Hall of Justice:
here. '

Lynn D. Compton, chief dep-
uty district attorney, noted that
he could not say anything that
would in any way be prejudicial
to the defendant by seeming to
imply that he might be consid-,
ering entering a guilty plea, Mr.
Compton, who is heading the;
prosecution team, said in an
interview:

“I'm not able to comment at
this time on any plea possibil-
ity. This would be the kind of
thing we’d never be able to
comment on.” ;

Although emphasizing that he|
was not confirming that dis-
cussions had been held, Mr.
Compton said that his office
would give “very-serious con-
sideration” to any defense offer
of a plea to the first-degree
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 worked out. The feelings of

Sirhan, himself, on the matter
also are unknown.

However, some verbal fenc-
ing is known to have taken
place between the defense and
the prosecution about various
possibilities.

Although Mr. Compton was
careful not to speak specifically
in terms of the Sirhan case, he
offered another possibility for a
defendant who could not get a
judges approval of an agree-

ment for a life term in ex-!

change for a guilty plea.

“There’s a possibility that a|
guy can plead guilty to first-|

degree murder,” he said, “and
have a trial just on the penalty.

“He could plead guilty * fo|
first-degree murder “and he
doesn’t have to have anybody’s
permission for that. Then you'd

have to have a penalty hearing. |
| There’s always the pogsihiligj

that we wouldn’t urge the dea
penalty.” e

In this state, a first-degree
murder trial is divided, intg two
parts. If the defendant is con-
victed of first-degree murder,
the penalty phase, is held at
which fhe jury must decide on
life imprisonment or death.

While Sirhan has pleaded not
guilty. to the first-degree mur-
der charge, his attornys hav
.conceded that he fired the pis-
tol that mortally wounded Sen-
lator Kennedy in a serving
pantry at the Ambassador
Hotel.

However, the defense coun-

sel—Grant B. Cooper, Russell
H. Parsons and Emil Zola Ber-
man—have said that they
would attempt to prove “di-
minished capacity.” Such a de-
fense is permissable in Cali-

|fornia to attempt to show that
|the defendant, at the time of

12 Feb 69

murder charge in return for a| e act, was not capable of

e ‘giving h mattuere and raional|
ontioped s Page.d L Colminy 1. \consideration to his deed that

4 'guarhi:l_tee that a life sentencel must have been present if a
# would.,be imposed rather than, first-degree conviction is to b

death in the gas chamber. ' obtained.

“We wouldn't entertain  a
plea to manslaughter or to sec-
ond-degree,” he went on.

Under California law, the de-
fense would be permitted to
plead guilty to first-degree mur-
der with the specific provision
that the sentence would be life
imprisonment, Such an arrange-!
ment would have to be ap-
proved by the prosecution and
Superior Court Judge Herbert
V. Walker, who is presiding at
the trial. '

Sirhan's View Unknown

The judge is believed, at pres-
ent, to be opposed to any such
agreement. Partly because of|
this, these closest to the case
are unwilling to predict wheth-
er an arrangement Will be|

' |should the prosecution “really

Impact on the Public
Mr. Compton said that,

get to that point of taking a
plea,” it would have to weigh|
the.public impact of forgoing

a trial. H |
“We would certainly havel




