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ing his chin nervously. He ut-

10-minute proceeding — mostly
terse “yes, sir” responses to
questions from the judge.
Sirhan, recovering from a
- sprained ankle and a broken

finger received in a scuffle at|

BErE

from his isolation cell

- wheelchair.

1S

§EERT

Zwere no bandages today. But

“ to avoid any unnecessary strain
on a mending ankle.
< About 300 spectators—maost-|
%1y newsmen but including some
Tprivate citizens—watched from
%chapel pews. All observers
Zwere thoroughly searched by
#sheriff’s deputies in an adja-
*cent dining hall before being
“admitted. .
~ In the first row, surrounded
by seven plainclothesmen, was
.Sirhan’s 28-0ld brother, Adel,
dressed in a dark suit, white
shirt and dark tie.
Adel lives in the Sirhan fam-
ily ménage in suburban Pasa-
;. dena and like the defendant
has been

pations. :

Mr. Parsons disclosed that|

Adel Sirhan had visited the de:

fendant several times in jail|
and that next Monday the sus-|

pect would receive his first

L visit from his mother, Mrs:
Mary Sirhan, who works in a
church school for small child-
dren.

The lawyer, in a post-hear-|

ing interview in the courtroom,
declined to commit himself
about Sirhan’s expected dual
plea of not guilty and not
guilty by reason of insanity.

He said the question of a
possible change of wvenue of

Continued From Page 1, Col. 6|

tered only 14 words during the|

- the time of the shooting, was|,
“brought to the courtroom door|
in aj

His last courtroom appear-
% ance three weeks ago was made/| |
5 from a wheelchair, with band-| :
= ages on his leg and hand. There| |

*"the County Sheriff’s office said|| = Hotel. He was charged with

-~ the wheelchair had been used|

" Schauer, presiding judge of the

intermittently em-|! . did no more than formally ac-

ployed at a number of occu-i

Sirhan’s trial was still “under
study.” The identity of al
planned co-counsel—reported-|
ly another prominent criminal|

lawyer—will prubably be dis-|

closed before the continued ar-!
raignment July 19, he added. - |

Many Visits to Jail |

The lawyer said he had been!
visiting Sirhan every two or
three days. He declined to com-
ment specifically on the de-
fendant’s behavior and atti-
tudes but indicated that he was
calm. !

Judge Schauer said the con-
tinuance date came “danger-
ously” near the expiration of|
the 60-day post-indictment pe-
riod within which the defendant
is legally entitled to a trial.
He said that a waiver of this
right seemed in-order, and this
was formally agreed to.

Sirhan was indicted by a
county grand jury June 7, two
days after Senator Kennedy's
shooting at the Ambassador

first-degree 'murder—entailing
a possible death penalty—and
five counts of assault with in-
tent to murder, growing out of
Injuries to five incidental vic-
tims of the attack.

For today’'s hearing, Judge
Superior Court criminal calen-
dar, replaced Judge Arthur
Alarcon, who had filled in for
him at the indictment proceed-
ing and at Sirhan’s initial ar-
raignment in the jail chapel
two hours later.

The prosecution was repre-||
sented today by two deputy|'
district attorneys, John E.
Howard and David Fitts. They

knowledge their presence and
assent to the arrangements
made by the court. !
In place of Dr. Edward
Stainbrook of the University of
Southern California Medical
School, originally designated to
be a defense psychiatrist along
with Dr. Eric Marcus, Judg2
Schauer named Dr. George Y.
Abe, superintendent of the
Metropolitan State Hospital, a
mental institution at Norwalk.
Los Angeles born, of Jap-
anese extraction, Dr. Abe, 52
years old, has examined some|:
3,500 defendants in the last 10
years. .
One of the defense’s current
preoccupations, Mr. Parsons| '
said, is going through some 40
books from Sirhan’s personal
library. He declined to specify
any of them. Sirhan is known
to have been an avid student
of religion and mysticism."- |




