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By CARL P. LEUBSDORF

WASHINGTON (AP) — When
President Johnson removed
Robert F. Kennedy from consid-
eration for vice president in
1964, Kennedy pledged to devote
himself to ‘‘the programs and
{ideals” of John F. Kennedy
whlch _he--rsald Johnson “is car-

sessmenf: climaxed by his deci-
sion ;to“challenge Johnson and
McCarthy for the Democratic

presidential nomination.  *
a4

THE CHALLENGE comes

eight vears after Robert Ken- {

nedy managed the campaign of
his/late brother forasthe same
nomination against a field of

Johnson and his vice president,
Hubert H. Humphréy,

ty: Some bitterness however re-
{he  Johnson
the Kennedys ovér-

rtu his brother against ask-
the Texas senator to be hls
mate.

“JOHNSON MOVED. quickly
following the- assassination of
John F. Kennedy Nov. 22, 1963,
to assure Robert Kenneuy he
{wanted him to remain as at-
|torney general. However, rumors
of .coolness hetween the two be-
gan io. circulate again w1thm
months.

Kennedy said of Johnson: "‘1
have the highest regard for him.
Hé's been kind to me and my
{family and to Mrs! John F.
‘Kennedy. He is continuing
where my brother started.”

Six months later, when Ken-
{nedy resigned Sept: 3 as attor-
ney general to run for senator
from New York, Johnson said
“|he ‘was pleased that “you will
soon be back in Washington,
where I can again call upon
your judgment and counsel.”
Kennedyis return to Washing-
| tondthe following Jaguary as a
Isenator was followed closely by
|the big U.8. buildpw.in Vietnam.

WITHIN A YEAR, however,
Robert Kennedy begar to' reveal
in public his doubts Johnson
was holding to this course. |

The doubts have grown and
Kennedy has become increas-
ingly critical of the Johnson ad-
ministration’s  foreign  and
domestic course,

Throughout these nearly four
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RFK<JOHNSON SPLIT CHISELED THROUGH YEARS OF DOQUBT

sisted he supports Johnson for
re-election. He has said repeat-
edly that he himself would not
'seek the presidency in 1968.

Then, last Wednesday, Kenne-
dy. said the strong showing by]
Sen, Eugene J. McCarthy
against Johnson in the New
Hampshire primary led him to

years however, Kennedy has in-

The nomination of Johtisen'for !
|vice president in 1960 and the |
Democratie victory in the No- |
vember election united the par-

other Democrats that included |

H

Kennedy’s reported ad-" .

- MAY 6, 1965, Kennedy
spoke “in the Senate on ' John-
son's request for an addmonal
'$700 million to- nieet new mili-
“tary commitments, a request
Johnson made clear was to be
regarded as a vote of confidence
Kennedy said that while he

with the understanding .... it is
not-a blank check.” He said He
assumed Johmson would seek

iexpansion of the war.

! By March, 1966, Kennedy's
jeriticism of administration poli-
cy led Sen. Wayne Morse, D-
Ore.; to say he would back Ken-
nedy for president in 1968 if
‘the “continues to support a

. |change in American Vietnam

policy.”

Three months later, Kennedy
said “I have no plans te run for
anything but the Senate in 1870
and I support President Johnson

- {in 1968."

Slowly, his criticism of Vlet
nam began to spread into other

. . lareas.

In August, 1966, he said! that

' |despite three years of racial

\|riots in its cities, the United
/| States “‘as a government” has
not ‘‘made the kind of commit-

.{ment necessary to deal with the

‘\problems of the ghetto.”

{eircumstances began to change.
Sen. McCarthy, like Kennedy a
prime possibility for vice-presi-

was chosen, began to talk of

‘running against Johnson, to'pro-

test his Vietnam policies.
McCarthy made

{cided to run. Kennedy called

a “healthy influence” but said:
I expect that President John-
‘|son will be the nominee.”

*| Last January' 30, Kennedy
~| gathered. political reporters for
a breakfast ‘at which he ex-

W o

course of the country
I om0

BY THE FALL of 1967, the

supported the request “I do so

approval from Congress for any

{dent in 1964 before Humphrey

clear he
would step aside if Kennedy de- .

|Mcarthy’s subsequent candidacy

pressed grave concern over the i

reassess the situation—a reas-

-

THAT WEEK in V;etnam, the
Communists launched their Tet
offerisive, bringing the war into
the cities and increasing expres-
‘Isions of doubt in this country
“labout the course of the war.
Feb. 8, in a speech at. Chi-
-cago, Kennedy charged Jobn-
son’s policy was based on illu-
|sions, such as the thought that
“the events of the past two
‘weeks represent some sort of
_'vu:tory ”

Still, Kennedy kept his ground
about not running while' Me
Carthv trudged the snows of

—— i (D

New Hampshire, en route to last.

{Tuesday’s primary. McCarthy
iwon a startling 42 per cez;t of
|the presidential preference vote
{and 20 of 24 conventmngﬂe}e—
5 gates

‘But when the news ot-‘Mc-
‘|Carthy’s showing came throngh
last Tuesday, ]
nedy indicated his mind  was
changing.

vy LD e

-BY THE MIDDLE of Wednes-
day he had announced that the
vote showed the party was al-
|ready split and “I am reasses-
I{sing my position as to whether
A1l run against President John-
son.” Later that day he dis-

e

{| Carthy.

MeCarthy made clear his ear-
lier offer to withdraw was na
" |longer valid and he said a Ken-
nedy candidacy might divide op-
ponents of the war and help. re-
nominate Johnson.

however, - Ken."

‘lcussed the situation with Me-
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