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Asserts He Won’t Challenge
President for Nomination

By E. W. KENWORTHY :

Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30 —
Senator Robert F. Kennedy said|
today that he would not opposef
the renomination of President|
Johnson “under any foreseeable|
circumstances.”

In recent months the New
York Democrat has said on sev-|
eral occasions that he expected
President Johnson to be renomi-
nated and that he expected to
support him.

Nevertheless, there has been.
a flurry of reports recently that,
Senator Kennedy was ap-.
proaching a decision, if he had|
not already privately reached
it, to contest Mr. .Johnson’s re-
nomination.

In part these reports werej

T

based on the “inside” talk cir-|.
culating at the campaign con-
ference of the Democratic States
Central Committee in Fresno,/
Calif., three weeks ago.

Unruh, speaker of the Assem-|
bly,.who had been publicly ad-
vocating that Mr. Kennedy
challenge the President, was
making private bets that he
would do so. Mr. Unruh is an
old -political ally of the Ken-
nedy family.

Will Speak Qut on Issues °

" However, this morning Sena-
tor ‘\Kenned% told a group of
reporters  breakfasting with
him:

%lgave told friends and su-|
porters who are urging me to)
runthat I would not 0ppose|;
Lyndon Johnson wunder anyl’
foresgeable circumstances.”

Mr: Kennedy went on to say
that he would, of course, con-
tinue to speak out on the issues
where he had differences with
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Specilation that Senator Ken-
fedy would finally decide to
challenge the President in some
primaries “has been based on
two considerations, one emil-
nently practical and the other
idealistic. Both have figured in
the “he should-he shouldn’t”
argument going on among his

‘| friends and advisers.

Future a Factor
The first consideration is Mr.

‘|Kennedy's political future, and

it is based on the assumption

l|—which is generally agreed on

by advisers who want him to
run and those who don’t—that
he cannot take the nomina-
tion' away from Mr. John-
'son-even if he wins several pri-
madries.

. Those who argue against the

lchallenge say that it would
|divide the party, probably

bfing about the defeat of many
Democrati® Senators who agree
with him on Vietnam, possibly
tesult in the election of a Re-
Blican:, President, and cer-
v make impossible - his

jlnomination in 1972.
['\‘-qurthennore, they contend
thats

‘the inevitable failure of
his ‘challenge would also im-
pair. the effectiveness of future
criticismi * of the Administra-
tion’s Vietnam policy by him-
seif and other Senators agree-
ing with him.

Among those arguing strong-
ly against his taking the risk
is Theodore Sorensen, special
counsel to-President Kennedy.

particularly the young people

.|—who share his view that the
war is wrong, is dangerously|pe

dividing the nation and separat-

the President, not simply on the|
Vietnam war but also on the

lemis. -

problems besetting the cities.

In “reiterating his position,
Senator- Kennedy left open the|
possibility that unforeseeablel
circumstances might arise |

nlikely possibility dss
President - might .déaide
run.. B ) L
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The $étbiid> consideration isito
what the Senator owes to hiS|ca
conscience and to those—and|la:
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ing it from its allies, and is|th
diverting funds, energies and|
minds from the urban prob-| o/
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