NYTimes

nd Kennedy Ex;'_chatige Words of Praise

RFK

Asggociated Press Wirephoto

Préside_snf Johnson and Attorney General Robert F;-.Kennedy-.durihg White House reception
g g i

By JACK RAYMOND

Special to The New York’ Times
WASHINGTON, July 8—
President Johnson ' and At-

- torney General Rohert F.

Kennedy xchanged high
praise for each other today.
The Attorney General -said
that the country was for-
funate to have Mr. Johnson

* as President. ‘Mr. Johnson

hailed Mr. Kennedy as “our
outstanding Attorney Gen-
eral” who he said had wen-
dered a service to the nation
in awakehing national con-
science to the cause-of equal
justice. The occasion was a
talk by the President in the
East Room of the White

House, where he greeted |
United  States  attorneys,
some of them with their
wives and children, who were
in Washington for a con-
ference. The exchange of
compliments was considered
.~ noteworthy for at least two

.Gunti'nued'on Page 12, Column 4

'reasons.

reports ¢f coolness between the|

{Attornely General and the Presi-

.dent; s&cond, despite such re-|

_ports, th has been .-spetula-
ition that Mr, Johnson might
agk the brother of President
.Kennedy to run for Vice Presi-
‘dent on the Democratic ticket
‘this fall, -

The remarks by both men to-
day served to support indica-
jtions in recent weeks that the
relationship: between them had
improved considerably.

Mr. Kennedy's laudatory re-
marks today followed his com-
mendation of Mr, Johnson yes-
terday at the opening meeting
of the Conference of United
States Attorneys, At that time,
the Attorney General said ‘Pres-

{ident- Johnson’s leadership was
j{responsible for general nation-

wide compliance with the

“He has spoken out,” Mr,

{Civil Rights Act of 1964.
|Kennedy said of the President.|

“There is confidence in him and

;conﬁdence in his judgment,

and the people have followed
[him."” -

 Citles ‘Great Service’
_Today the Attorney General,

In introducirfg’ the President,

" “disadvantage of the underpri-

-

9 July 1964

commended the Government at-
torneys to Mr. Johnson as per-
sons who had been “dedicated to
{the interests of President Ken-
inady and now with great en-
lergy and devotion serve your
éiriferest.”

. Mr. Kennedy said that the
attorneys were fortunate in
their careers “and they are for-
tunate in having you as Presi-
‘dent of thé United States.”

‘Mr., Johnson, who had heen
sitting”  with. - Mrs, Kennedy,
smiled broadly and with obvi~
‘ous ‘pleasure as he got up to
'shake the Attorney Géneral's
hand and address the group.

In Mr. Johnson's prepared
talk, Mr, Kerinedy was not men-
tioned by name. The President,
however, in urging the Federal
attorneys to be “restless cham-
pions of the cause of equal
justice for the poor as well as|
the rich,” said:

“Our outstanding Attorney
General, Robert Kennedy, has
performed a great service for
our nation in awakening our
natiopal conscience in this re-

In another passage the Pres-|
ident again interpolated a . ref-
erence to Mr. Kennedy that was
not contained in the prepared
speech. This occurred when he
called upon the attorneys to
“join the Attorney General and
us in helping to overcome” the

vileged in our courtrooms.”

In discussing the civil rights
law, Mr. Johnson urged the at-
torneys to be ‘leaders outside
[—as well as inside—the court-
room in helping to achieve” the
law's “full value und meaning.”

“In our times,” he went on,
‘‘there has been no greater chal-
{lenge to responsible, articulate
lcitizens than to make this law
the landmark of human justice
that it deserves to be.”

“The task cannot be dis.l
charged perfunctorily and cer-|
tainly it cannot be discharged.
in a punitive spirit,” he said.
“You have a great opportunity:
as Americans — as well as,
United States attorney — in
this new undertaking.”

The meetings today com-
pleted two days of intradepart-
mental discussions of current
problems, including civil rights.

;

~All 91 United States attorneys

now in office attended the con-
ference.



