9

Y. T e ES

BARNARD MOURNS
ADEATHBYHEROIN

Friend Says Black Student’s
‘World Was Getting Bigger'

By PAUL L. MONTGOMERY

Two weeks ago, a bright,
pretty Barnard freshman named
Antoinette Dishman  joined
other black militants in a de-
monstration to force St. Luke's
Hospital to open a progran for
teen-aged heroin addicts.
Saturday morning, in a small
apartment in a rundown area|
of the Bronx, Antoinette Dish-|
man died after inhaling an over-'
dose of heroin. She was 17
years old.

Yesterday, Barnard mourned
the loss of a model student. On
the seventh floor of Hewitt
Hall, where Miss Dishman lived
with 27 other black freshman,
her friends were in shock.

As far as anyone knew, Miss
Dishman had had no involve-
ment with drugs—not even
marijuana smoking-—up to the
time of her death.

‘She Didn’t Deserve That’
“It’s terrifying,” said one
classmate. ‘“‘She didn’t deserve
that. Because we're black, we
all know about heroin and its
dangers and just because of
this knowledge I always thought
we were protected from it. It's
not as if we're some white girl
sniffing for the first time out
of ignorance.”

" Dr. Martha E., Peterson, the
president of the women’s col-
lege at 116th Street and Broad-
way, said: “The entire Barnard
community is saddened by Toni
Dishman’s tragic death.

“She was esteemed by all
who had come to know her
during her one semester at the
college. The needless waste of
a young life concerns us all,
both youth and adults. It
should lead us to a redoubling

.

the dangers of drugs and the
‘Ineed to control their use.”

1l “Other girls used to say they
‘lwanted to try this or try that,

estly don’t think she was that
interested at all in drugs.”
“She was a very Jovely

said Theodore H. Lewis, the
‘|principal of Harlan High School
lin Chicago, from which Miss
|Dishman graduated last June
ranked second in a class of
more than 500. “If you told
‘Ime that she was involved with
drugs I'd say you had to be
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lof our efforts to understand|

‘|but Toni never did,” said a|
classmate yesterday. “I hon-

‘iyoung lady, a superb student,”|

out of your mind.”

‘[fused to discuss it yesterday

‘|there were so many drugs

.|and hash {hashish, a marijuana

|“but the hardest thing I ever

\returned from the party about

{toward the tomboy, playing
:basketba]l and talking about
sports. Under the teasing of

Jof our floor,” a friend said.

‘Everything Going for Her’

“She had everything going
for her—brains, attractiveness,
leadership,” Mr. Lewis said.
“She was A-1 material. If she
were a boy, you'd have to say
that in 10 years she was going
to be at the very top.”

At Barnard, she fit quickly
into its black militant society

‘land BOSS—the Black Organi-
‘|zation of Soul Sisters.

“She used to know how to
handle people,” a friend said of
Miss Dishman’s relations with
whites. “She never misplaced
her hostility. She was rather

|friendly with some white peo-

ple, but she preferred to be
with blacks as we all do.”
. Miss Dishman took courses
in chemistry, English, Rusian,
calculus and biology, and was
doing well in them.

Friends said that when she
came to Barnard she tended

her companions on the seventh
floor through the fall and win-
ter she became, in the words of
one, “an. elegant, chic young
woman.” Her hair was cut in
the Afro style and she wore
bell-bottom slacks and mod
clothes.

“She was really happy be-

and she was becoming a part

“Her world was getting bigger.”

Miss Dishman, who turned
17 last fall, was the youngest
girl on her floor and one of
the youngest at the college.
Her companions, in the words
of one, considered her “our
baby."”

About 11 P.M. Friday, Miss
Dishman and a group of friends
went to a party near the cam-
pus. Those who attended re-

after consulting a lawyer, But
one girl who heard about it
said, “It was so crowded and

around they were afraid there
would be a bust.”

Heroin Use Unusual

Students yesterday said it
was rare for anyone at Bar-
nard or Columbia to become in-
volved with heroin, although
the use of marijuana was com-
mon.

“I know there's marijuana

derivative] all around,” said a
girl on Miss Dishman’s floor,

heard of people taking is coke
[cocaine]. Nobody takes heroin,
even at offcampus parties.”
The only recorded case of
heroin use at Barnard or Co-
lumbia in recent years occurred
in June, 1968, when two Co-
lumbia freshmen were suspend-
ed after being charged with
using the drug. Last March,
Fairleigh S. Dickinson 3d died
in a Columbia dormitory after
taking a combination of opium
and LSD.
Miss Dishman and her friends

3 AM. She left again soon
afterward to go to the Bromx
apartment of some youths she
had met that evening.

One of Miss Dishman’s
friends told the police later that

three couples made up the party

cause she was becoming sexy|

at 1205 College Avenue, near
167th Street in the Morrisania

section of the Bronx. The apart-
ment, occupied by two college
students, is in an area some-
where between slum and mid-
dle-class. _

The friends said the couples
danced and talked until 5:30,
when they decided to “turn on.”
The participants then went to
sleep. When they tried to awake
Miss Dishman at about 10 A.M.,
she was dead. .

The girl showed the common
effects of a heroin overdose —
froth at the nose and mouth,
congestion of the internal or-
gans, edema of the lungs. “Her
lungs were almost like you see
in drowing cases,” said Dr. Mil-
ton Helpern, the Chief Medical
Examiner.

Miss Dishman's friend called’
the police when she found
she could not awaken the girl.
In the apartment, the police
found 3 ounces of heroin, en-
velopes of marijuana and ma-
terials for diluting heroin in
preparation for its sale. They
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also found a revolver, two
rifles and two shotguns.

The ©police arrested the
apartment’s two occupants—
dent at City College, and
Reggie Blackwell, 22 g student
at Bronx Community College.
They were being held in $7,500
bail yesterday. An yassistant
district attorney said their
apartment appeared to bé “a
regular factory” for drug prep-
aration. -

At the building yesterday, a
teen-aged girl said the ‘two
youths held frequent parties.
“I know that Reggie,” the
girl said. “He's like, you know,
real cool.”

Miss Dishman’s body was

itaken to the morgue, and her

name—as case No. 483—was
placed in the register along
with the three other people, all
under 30, who died of heroin
overdoses in the city this week-
end and the seven who died

{from causes related to drug. use
‘|since Friday. !




