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|Kopechne Inguest
May Await Ruling
| ByCourtonAutopsy

By JOHN H. FENTON
Speclal to The New York Times ',

BOSTON, Oct. 31—A delay
in the date for an inquest in
the death of Mary Jo Kopechne
appeared likely today pending|
a decision in Pennsylvania on
an autopsy. -

Judge James A. Boyle of the
Dukes County District Court,
who has  the authority to set|
a date, had no comment: last
night on new inguest ground
rules laid down by the State
Stpreme: Jud:cmb Court yester-{
day. - i

Judge BOYLE said: “I wﬂl
have no comment at all- untl]
next week, if then.” He added, |
“I want to take plenty of time!
to read and think about this
before I. say or. do. anything 7
. District”_Attorney = Edmund
Dinis” of - Southeastern ™ Massa-
chusetts, who required.the in-
quest last August, is awajting
a ruhng by a Pennsvlvania
court on a petition for the ex-
humation of Miss Kopechne's
body.

Judge Bernard C. Prominski
of Luzerne County, Pa., who
has the petition under advise-
ment, is unopposed for re-elec-
tion. But he' has indicated he
will not make . his.ruling until’
after Tuesdav's election. Miss
Kovechne is bur1ed in Larks-
ville, Ba.. - -

Miss Kopechne 28 yﬂar rﬂd
Washington secretary, was rid-
ing with Senator Edward M.
Kennedy when his car plunged
from a narrow bridge into a
tidal pond on Chappaquiddick
Island, near Martha's Vm:-vard
Island July-18. -

-Dr. Donald R. Mills, associafe|
medical' examiner - of . Dukes|:
County, made a finding of ac-|
cidental death by drowning,|:
Mr. Dinis called for an mquest
on Aug. 20, [

The inquest, originally set fOr
Sept. 3, was stayed on an ap-
peal by' Mr. . Kennedy. for a
change in the ground rules es-
tablished by.Judge Boyle. He
|contended that his: -constitu-
tional right of due  process
would be endangered by open-
.ing “the inquest- to.the. press
without the rlght of cross-ex-
amination.’ R
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