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" '"ACCUSATORY PROCEEDING' CHARGED |

EMK
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Ted Asks Inquest Be Closed to Public, Press

BOSTON (AP) — Sen. Ed-

w§d M. Kennedy’s attorneys
ked today thal an inquest
the death of Mary Jo Ko-

jjaiid public and that all wit-
ness
examination.

“be=subject to crosss.

Kennedy’s counsel, in argu-
ments before the Massachu-
setts Supreme Court, contend-

/led the inquest would be “an
hne be closed to the press

accusatory proceeding which
could result in criminal ac-
tion.”

* Edward B. Hanify, counsel
fof the Massachusetts . Demo-

cratic senator, asked the full
bench of the state Supreme
Court to declare the state’s in-
quest law unconstitutional or
lay“down a new body of re-
strictions on the proposed in-
quest in Edgartown District
Court. .

MISS KOPECHNE was found *
dead in Kennedy’s car in a
salt water pond on Chappa-
qmddlck Island July 19. Ken-
nedy said the car he was driv-
ing' went off the side of a
narrow bridge and plunged
into. the water. Kennedy es-
caped but Miss Kopechne was
trapped i in the car.

Hanify argued for a full hour
of the two-hour hearing before |
five justices of the court. In
addition to asking that thé in-
quest be closed to the press
and public, he called upon the

-~-court {o quash a ruling by D

trict Court Judge James A
Boyle which barred witnesses’!

except while their chents were

testifying,

Hanify further asked the
‘court to order Judge Boyle
to disqualify himself from the:
forthcoming inquest because
the was a party to todays
| appeal.

JOSEPH J. HURLEY, 4n as-
sistant atiorney general’ who
represented Judge Boyle, told
the court there had heen a
great deal of talk about

“‘criminal consequences — and
it is probable there could be
“some criminal consequences.”
i He said that an inquest
could ‘clear persons of suspi-
jicion «:as - well' - ag indicating
Tguilts
(~“Kennedy himself, on tele-
vision, referred to innuendo
and whispers and gossip,” he
said. “An inquest could serve
to'end this and to protect and
clear the -good name of Miss
Kopechne as well, even
though she is not, of course,
a party to this hearlng "

HURLEY ALSO said that

Contmued from Front Page

‘as the petitioners say in their
brief. The girls were Kennedy
campaign workers and Ken-
edy on TV described Gargin
as ‘my {friend’ Hurley re-
S- ferred to Joseph F. Gargan,
| Kennedy’s cousin and one of

I ithe men Kennedy turned to
wyers from the court roomifor help atter the accident.

“IF THEY WERE private |

persons before July 18, they
are not private persons now,
‘in view of all the publicity
which has been cited here.”.
Hurley said that the peak of
the publicity in the whole
event came after Kennedy's
television speech July 25.

“Another peak came when -

‘he petitioners brought this
natter to this court.

“One reason the inquest
should be public is the same
1s that which led Mr. Ken-
'1edy to go on television—to

xiplain what happened.

“Since that time, many
1ewspapers and national
nagazines have said editorial-
'y over and over that there
Still are many questions left
manswered,” Hurley said.

+ HANIFY SAID the decision
of Judge Boyle to admit only
‘newsmen to the inquest would
‘make it into a massive pub-
‘licity situation in which the
‘future rights of witnesses,

when Hanify said the inquestior any person there who
at which more than 100 news- might be accused would be in
men were accredited would peril. He said the clerk of
be an invasion of privacy, the Edgartown court had
there was no claim made on posted a list of 100 different
any constitutional right. mews media covering 132 in-

“If there were a right of dividuals who were to be
Iprivacy, these petitioners a]lowed to cover the inquest.

fhave lost it by their own ac- | He said Sen. Kennedy did

ftion,” he said. not try to block an inquest but
"They attended a social | y q

pérson of great prominence, participate fully in it.”
«®3ee KENNEDY— Page 6, The motion asked that he

jand other witnesses be en-
titled to be ‘represented by
lawyers and that they be al-

‘lowed to cross-examine wit- -

nesses.

—

instead had filed a motion |
-event with Sen.. Kennedy,!a | lasking that he be allowed “to .




