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NEW ORLEAIT"

earing Set
On Mofion fo
Exhume Body

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. (AP)
—A judge today granted a hear-
ing on a request by Dist. Atty.
Edmund Denis to exhume the
body of Mary Jo Kopechne, who
was killed .in an aute accident
involving Sen. Edward M. Ken-

nedy.

President Judge Bernard C.
{Brominski of Luzerne County
Common Pleas Court set the
hearing for 10 am., Aug. 25,
at which time Dinis will pre-
sent evidence to support his re-
quest for an autopsy.

Dinis, of New Bedford, Mass.,
district attorney for that state’s
southern district, said he would
go ahead with a scheduled Sept.
3 inquest into Miss Kopechne’s
death, regardless of the court’s
decision here.

THE 23-YEAR-OLD secretary
drowned July 18 when a car
driven by Kennedy plunged off
a bridge on Chappaquiddick
Island off the Massachusetts
coast.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kopech-
ne of Berkeley Heights, N.J,,
her parents, object to exhum-
ing her body from a cemetery
in nearby Larksville.

Their lawyer, John Flanagan,
attended today’s hearing, but
said only that he would have
to confer with his clients be-
fore deciding his next step.

Brominski said Dinis appar-

case he could not make it.

EMK

DINIS REPEATED that he
considered an 'autopsy. vital to
the case and said it would show!
the” medical cause of death.i
Miss Kopechne’s death has been|
listed as drowning. !
“Basically, I'm not satisfied
with the findings made at the
time of the accident,” said
Dinis. : !
Mrs. Kopechne said she and!
her husband were “‘still deter-

ently would attend the hear-|,
ing, and Dinis had three aides|:
certified as representatives in|

mined to prevent an autopsy.”
! Dinis said he wanis an au-
topsy so that the results of the.
examination can be included in
the inquest he has ordered into
the accident. i
After-the filingl of the peti-|
tion, a hearimg could be held in|
about 10" days, court officialsi
said.

DINIS SAID he had three

state police detectives investi-
gating the accident in prepara-
tion for the inquest which opens
{Sept. 3 at Edgartown, Mass.
" Mrs. Kopechne said the au-
topsy has turned into a political
issue. - )
“Mr. Dinis has not given us.
any definite reason for wanting
an autopsy,” she said. “We
can’t understand why he waited
so long to do this. He is only
hurting us.” . )

Dinis has said that he had|
no plans to call Kennedy to tes-
tify at the inquest. However, he
sald developments in the case|'
would detemine whether the
senator eventually would be
sumimoned. .
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