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l\ew Bedford, Mass.
District Attorney Ed-
mund Dinis asked a Penn-
sylvania court yesterday
: to order exhumation and
- an autopsy on the body
:of Mary Jo Kopechne,
drowned July 18 in a car
. accident involving Sena-
- tor Edward M. Kennedy.
" Dinis said in his petition he
“wanted the post-mortem ex-
. amination for the forthcom-
*ing inquest into the accident.
~ “The purpose of the, in-
-quest,” he said in the: pet;-
_tion, *is to determine wheth-!

" er or ot there is any reason’

EMK

I'.” Kennedy, was buried in
her hometown, Plymouth,
Pa., which is in that county.
Dinis asked for a hearing
on his petition and further
urged thé Court to set a date
“as soon as is practicable,
because time is of the ess-
ence.’
The inquest into Miss Ko—

pechne’s death is to open in

the Dukes county court at

1B dgartow 1, on Martha’s|
.Vlney ard Island where Miss |-
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Kopechne died.

Dinis said in his petition
that the exhumation and au-
topsy are required “in order
that the circumstances sur-
rounding the death be re-
solved .

Dinis was quoted yesterday
as saying that he ordered an
autopsy on Miss Kopechne’s
body-July 20 only- to find out
that it already. h’a'ﬂ been sent
to Pennsylvama
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v sufficient to believe that the, -

. sudden death of Mary Jo Ko-,
‘pechne may have restlied
~from thé act or negligence of!
‘a person or persons other:

. than the deceased.”

© Dinis sent the petition to
+ the Common Pleas Court in’
i+ Luzerne county, Pennsylvan-

'ld

Miss Kupechne 28 of

. Washington, ~and  a. fermer§

“¥secretary of the late Robert|




