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1@3% Foreman: Ray Killed King to Be

_ - Assoclated Press
H.Bm.., lawyer Percy Foreman testi-
bmn yesterday that jailhouse inter-
¢ views convinced him that James Earl

| Ray dlone ‘assassinated-the Rewv. Mar- .

. tin Luther King Jr., in the wowm of be-
+eoming a:white hero. - .
“- Ray ddmitted in one lawyer-client .
" interview that his- conspiracy story in-
volving-a ‘mysterious- cantact named
Raoul was a fake, Foreman testified. '
-zl another interview, he said, Ray
said he-left assassiriation evidence be-
hind in-Memphis: because wanted for-
' mer prison “Emunu to _@94 he had
" killed King, "
. “Ray did ‘think msocznm Dr, Martin
"'Luther King ‘would make him a hero
to the white: race,” Foreman told the
House Assassinations Committee. “He
e&anwﬁ he would be the white hope.”
Umaﬁam Ray's charge that Foreman
coercéd him into pleading guilty, the
‘Houstonlawyer said ‘the plea was
Ray’s idea because Ray knew that oth-
Jérwise ke would be executed for the
hﬁ:.: uomm EE.mmu oH NEN.

3

Ray is mmuﬁnm ‘a 99-year mmiw:am
“"He - neﬂmw% he is innocent and
thought he was participating only in a
gun-running operation conduected by w
man-he knew only as Raoul.

But Foreman testified :Eﬂ Ray mm.
mitted in one of their interviews he
. made up the Raoul story forthe book
"“He Slew 'the Dreamer,” written by
. William Bradford mEm under contract
. with Ray.

 “He told me there was no wmauw...

u.onmﬂmz said.  “He. said he made
Raoul up because zuww &mm what they

wanted. .

. “He sald Raoul was the operator of_

] _uws_iua &p:mm he held up once.”
Ray said in another interview, ac-
oanm to Foreman, that he deliber-

ately left behind the assassination ri- *
- fle and belongings’ with his mEmmw.

mﬁsnm on them so former prison

"friends .s_oEn Wdoi he :mn wEmm ;

"King.

“He-said, I. .u.maum -care.’ T" sﬁuwmm to
leave aﬁE there because “I wanted.
Em u@w gnw uw uom 05, (Missouri. .

State Penitentiary) to know I did it ” .
“the’ lawyer testified. -~

“I think he wanted credit for killing

“King but he didn’t want to be caught,”

Foreman said.

He said Ray frequently talked about

an emerging race war between whites

. and blacks. . :
“I asked him once if the reason he
~not geta fair trial.

wanted to go to Africa was to kill
some more black people and he said,

“Yeah, I guess you. acEn mmG that,’ ”

H...SdEmn testified,
Foreman denied he _.mnoﬁamuama

" that wmw Emma m&:u 8 N.Em s assas-

hite Hope®

Bsmzou wm.q himself suggested that
strategy to E.mdmﬁ Eu mwmasnoy.
Foreman said. - 5

The lawyer said wmw E:qmm no

- prison could hold him more than two

years, and that if he stayed behind
bars longer “I will throw a writ"—

_ prison. jargon for a writ of habeas cor-

pus complaint that ‘the prisoner did

“ The committee produced a letter
Percy wrote Feb. 18, 1969, adyising

" Ray to -negotiate a mEE.. plea, but-
‘Foreman told panel membeérs. that'
'you’re taking that out of context.”



