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Governor John B. Con-
' nally, wounded in the as-| '

. sassination of President]

. Kennedy, said yesterday
. that Jacqueline Kennedy
- eried, “Oh, my God!
t They’ve killed my hus-
. band!” as the bullets
| struek- him.

The Pre51dent slumped

e shot,” Connally
ing a closed-circuit
;|television 1eWs conference
from his' bed in Parkland
. | Memorial Hospital.
¢ T think the man did what
he intended to—shoot hoth of
’fus,” Connally said, Wlpmg

.| his eyés as he spoke.
MOTORCADE

The governor and Mrs.
- Connally had been riding

at the head of the motorcade
_|touring Dallas when the
President was assassinated
last Friday.

When the first shot hit the
President, he said: “I turned
to the left.

“The President had
slumped. Then I was hit. I
knew I was hit bad.

“Mrs. Kennedy said ‘Oh
my God! They've killed my
husband! Jack! Jack!"”
Connally said his wife, Nel-
. lie,_ who was sitting next to |
him on a jump seat facing ¢
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the Kennedys, said; ‘“My
God! They’re going to kill
us all.” '

Connally said that after he
was shot, the President was
shot again.

This means the President
was hit first, Connally was
hit by the second bullet and
°| the President was hit with
the third and last shot fired
by the = sniper, apparently
hidden in the Texas School-
book Depositery building '100-
yards away.

It could have happened
anywhere, the 46-year-old

manifestation of extremism.

has been asked to do some-
thing in ‘death that has not
been done in life:

“Tp so shock and stun the
| Nation and the world that it
will' realize what is happen-
l|ing — that cancerous growth
i| affecting all of us . . . breeds
‘hatred and intolerance.”

Asked when he knew the
.| President was dead, he re-,
‘| plied: “Saturday, after I was
| conscious enough to under
‘| stand.
“Nellie told me. It was ne|
‘Inews. I was almost sure he:
| was killed after the two shots
I knew he had taken. -~

“T felt I had been kllled

too, after I was shot.
: T hours of sur-
nnally had heen sheti
gh the back. The bul- |
f fragmented. Tt broke
ee ribs, cut a lung, shat-
-|tered his right wrist and

| “My God! What a horrlble,
| horrible tragedy!” he said.
| “We were so happy, so0
| happy.. We had had tremen-
dous ovations. And in a sec-
‘|ond, this thing happened that
| changed all our lives.”

“This is how a moment of
!]ey can turn: to sorrow,” he
'said. “It was a beautiful
¢day. Two young men, almost|.
the same age, with the most
ibeautlful women in the world | |
ias wives, In seeonds it
| turned to tragedy.” '

"

- T

F He said there had been|

“real warmth and under-|:
standing” by the people whe|.
' crowded the motorcade route |
'in Dallas Friday to see the :
President...——

“@ot 30 seeonds before the
tragedy, Nellie said, (to the|
Kennedys) ‘You can never
say that some people in
Dallas don’t love you.” ”’

i Connally, who had heen
Mr. Kennedy’s first Secre-
tary of the. Navy and had
.| resigned to run for Governor, |
said:

Governor said. “It was a

“I feel President Kemnedy -

a slight wound abo_ve .

«“Within the space of a few|!
seconds, you can’t believe
‘what can happen. You go

irom great joy to great
tragedy.”
There should be a monu-

ment to Mr. Kennedy in Dal-
las, he said.

“But the people should not

erect it out of penitence. The|

hate in our society manifest-

ed itself in this thing in|

Dallas.”

The same hate was pres-

ent, he said, in the bombing
of the Negro church in Birm-
ingham last summer when
four children were killed.

Lying in his hospital bed,
he said, he thought of many
things and “Why my life was
spared.”

“I know there has been

some speculation®that I was
the intended victim. I have
traveled many thousands of
miles all over the state, rid-
ing in cars and making
speeches in public many
times. I could have heen
easy prey at any time. With
no - security, no protection.”
Questions for the Governor
had been prepared in ad-
vance and brought to him by
one reporter while others
watched on closed-circuit tel-
evision outside the room.

The interview in the hospi-

ital was conducted by Martin .

IAgronsky of NBC, picked hy
Connally as the pool
reporter.

Prior to the news confer-
ence, two still photographers
and one silent movie camera-
man were allowed in Con-
nally’s room.
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