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Vhat Did lapyen in Dalias?
py Alex Campvedil (review of

Awericans wito go nbroad are stavtlied

wmany foreigners
remain deenly shkentical ol the ofificial version of +tle

assassinotion of vresident Jolm U, Lenuedy, Tiie Auericons
can't understand it; dida't the Warren Comaission's ievort
close thc casef? As a matter of fact, no; the Hewort was

careiul to say thwat "ovecause of tue difficuity of proviag
negatives to & certeinty the possibvility of others bveing
invoived with eithier Cswald or Luby canuod we estanlished
categoricaliy.

Theot grectiy undersitateg the areas of fuzz. In an
articie in The ] '-qu1§£ on December 21, 1063, called
"Seed: of DOL?u, ﬂinnis and Staughton Lynd wondered how
a shol fired from vehind could have wounded .lenncdy in the
iront of Liis nec ., Low three shots could fire what seemed to
be at least four puliets, avd bow a hoib-aciion rifle,
subsenuently ascertainsd to lLiave a delceiive ue495901lc
sigiit, comld Yive oil shots in five-and-a—lalf
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seconds sunstantis i guestions sbiil ?ackcd
°ab101“ tory aunswers wien tae Warven .enord
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20, 1964, ard gtill do.

ere were over LUU eye-witnesses cf
including traiancd observers -~ ¥il, Becveot
wovie—~ amd stiii—cumeras recorded thc event;

Comnisgion iuvestigated fox L0 mont.s. Tet i
isn't far vvong when he writes: "Thero is no
that is sroved weyond reasoncbic doust about tihe narisman,

L - n

amition, ti:e siootiig or tie nwuber of
shots, cxeept that the President wos xiiled ... and Jovernor
Uonnai¢j was woimdes .’ :

leisberg and Epstein Lave indenendentiv ransacized
i voiumes o 3 : i FD L
n whieh the U n fecoort i baseﬂ; 2 1tloa 1‘v
interviewed B gion and its stall,
pursuit o L governinent
tniversity. lie evoied sowe stapgering aduissions.
Commission seems to Liave done ils joh in an atmosphere of
internat swmddlie : istant counsel were
deeply wmn: i bard to have it

tue wilie, tue ad

1is

o o

written diidevently. Tar wore ausout the
case than the seven Comuissioners di sstein says "tie
evtire vasi ol ascertaining the bBasic Facts ol tle
assassination feli upon one lawver - Arien Snccter.™

Wesley J. Lieweler toid Hnstein most of Cousnissioners
were avsent wost of the time, tiat they woulid stop by the
Learing "o few minutes," askz a quesbloh witich "vlew tle
lawyer's entire linve oi questiouing," then rusih out "to uaie
a quorwa or souict im:." uOLhHaSlOD Learings began at © a.a,

50 Chricel Justice Warre.. could ofificial.y onen the. vefore
leaving dor tie Court at 10 a.m. The Commission averaged
ouly seven hearings a wmontli; only one was open to the owhijic.
The 10 months' investigation realiy woiled down to 1T veeis.
{ie staflf Llawyers wers eapcc1hilv wad asout tuoe
Commission's genteel handl:ng of woarina Oswald. ilorman
wedlich conpiained that wsrs, Oswaid "ilied to the Secret
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dervice, the FUL and this Comnission r=“eauualy on watters
wiiich are ol vital concern to the peonie o this countrv and
tie worid," bulb tie Chief Justice deciaored himself "a judge of
human beings" and Liad faith in her. The staif lowyers
derisively called her the seven Commissioners' Snow iiite.

A tenth of the hearings wes devoted to her testimony, wut
Bpstein cunciudes the ﬁ*scfenaﬁ01es in it "were never
satisfacverily resolived."

The single wost asstounding thing that voth Bostein and
Weisberg fasten on after vrooding over the 26 volunes of
testimony has nothing to do with wsarina, bowever. The
Commission never saw tie photogranits and L-rays of Leunnedy's
body which were wade at the autopsy as a matter of routine in
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a case of violent death. These weve Landed over to the
Secret Service. Iistead of seein ﬁ“en, tie Commission had
to maike do witi: an "artist's conception.' Gven this odd

vrocedwre wightn't bave raised guestiong, since the
Cormission had a written auntopsy report and listened to the
man who signed it, Comuwander James J. Humes, the llavy
natiioiogist. Hut the autopsy report snd the "artist's
cancegtlon“ maintain that a downward-traveliing vuliet that
entered tie back of tlhe President's neck came out the front
of hiis throat, lower tian the eutry wound, and this is fiatly
contradicted ny a chart of tie nody prepared by aos himself
during tie autopsy; by the FBI's report on the Iresident's
weuncs; by the actual buliet-holes in wennedy's jacizet and
shirt; by Secret Service man Ciint iil wio atiended the
autopsy; and ny Secret Service man Glen A, Bemnett, wio saw
a bullet it the President's baci (not ueck) and to whose
account tie Jarren leport ciaimed it cave "susstantial
weight," A:1 of this contrary evidence pleiniy indicates a
bael: wound six inches below Lennedy's neciiine and made by a
butliet that couldn't possivly lLave exited from the front of
tite Fresident's throat unless it wos travelling w and not
dowii.

Heisbery points out that the lieport sliowed absolutely no
curiosity about those ginring contradictions. fnstein
notes the Comnisgion queried the ¥WLI aboub some narts of its
reort, but aslied no questiocns abeut theitI's version of the
autopsy findings.

Tiie DI said wedical examiuation of sident's
pody showed tiat the sutiet that it him in the aa'i
penctrated "iess tlan a finger fenpgtl, g3 implied
tiiis was the butlet found on a stretclier iias

spital. But the Oont:ission had nnotier use for this

buliet. It said-it caue out the front of ~ennedy's throat
and then infiected all Comnally's wounds. Lecording to the
Report "there is very persuasive evidence frcm the experis”

that tiis is wihat Laspened. There was:'t Boectors and
ballistice experis were wa £ biis ebeory and Connally
pimgelf anc i.is wife thoug v the Governor and the ITresident

were it by separate shots. The lLiesort rejected their
o“iniorsl'nd Dormau Redlich, special agsistant to the
Comuissio . 's General Coumsei, told Upstein why: "io say that

tiey were Lit Dy separate bullets is synonywmous with saring
tizat tliere weve two assassins.”
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pstein anc Jesiporg are coucerned with sueh unresoclved
nysteries as t ¢ nuwaber ol slots Fira: ot semnedy and Counaily,
wirere the shols came from, Oswaid's abiiitics as a marxsuan,
Ugwaid's connuetions, ii any, with the ¥BI aud CIA. Yoth are
concerncd also with the Commission's arsitrary way with
ritnesses — it scemed to pay most attention to the ones it
wanted to ovelieve, anc when it suited its wvool it was attentive
to witnesses whose testimony it otherwise prushed aside.
Mrs. EBric ‘‘alther and Arnold itowland claimed they saw a second
assassin and were passed over; much more weéight was given the
eye-wituess testiwony of Howard L. Brecvnan, the only person
ciaiming to identify Oswaid as “ennedy's assassin, though
Brennan's testinony containced one major error of fact and he
admitted to tlie Comuission *hnt he had fied to the police.

fleisi:erg notes that the kitiing of Yatreolman J.U. Tinpit
viso raised guestions apout the nwaber oi shote fived.

fob ]

Tiic Warren ilenort didu't include an avtons; renort on Yipnit
but said bis uody conbaind fovrr builcts; however, the
exhivits include a2 Daiias police case report that Tipnit was

shot tlwree times, "oune time each in the hand, ciest and
stomaecl."  Hheo larreun iieport -saild that "five s’ots wmay have
peen Tired even thouglh only four suliels were recovered" from
Tipnit's vodyr. The ueport lLad to account somehow for a
discrepancy betlween tiose builets and the cariridge cuses
witnesses said they saw tie iiller discavding

The DL was stiil investigating the assassination when the
Warren lis went to vuess. Gn ceptewper L3, 1980, the [GU
finally tracied down, i Califerria, & witness wiio was able
to teili theo aboul a man who closely resemsied Uswald, calied
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Limses{ "iLeon Uswald," was in Dalias the time of the
asgsassinaticn, and was introduced to a Cuban family as "an

Ch

expert shotman."  Yeisberg suspects & Lave ocen the
man wio wag seen practising with a rif daitas, pefore
tiie .assassination. Vuoever he was, It Lece Larvey
Gownid.
dpstein does a scalpel job on ile darven enoxt.

Ucisuc;h, a foruer Senate investigotor, attacls mooe Like a
warine with a machine-gun. Sowe of hiis shots ave wiid, bub
many of ctisom inFiiet wound )ﬁim_, Tatai. Ye gémits tle
Varren Comwission nales an LLS tur=-“ aad thet it failied to

taﬁe cover. "Theve is a lemaiing-—
nerformance of the o '1SSIOL. 3
sought the destrucition of theixr ilevor Yirougiiout ivs
record are Go.ens ox places wiere tier a-wwost asled for
this."  Hpstein lLelvs exnlain why.  Veisserg selieves that
Muenwers of tie Coumsissior Lave supstantial dowsts.!
Accovdinyg to Eostein, the stafi, not the Comumission, did most
d

qualitv Lo the
cinost as if tley
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of tlie woris thc seport; and tie stoll certaintly lha
dounts. rreh we ort may now have peen shot to deatb
and require a uboan
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