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BOSTON AP = A book rublished Friday contends that Sen. Zdward
M. kennedy, D-ilass., w2s not with Mary Jo Kopechne in his car
when the auto plunged into the water off Chappaquiddick Island
and the secretary gied. An inguest Into Miss Kopechne'®s dezth
is set to open next Monday. ;
iggpk 9] %gn,l% geQ%gi W£i§§r wiEhCTime, Ingi made thgigliig

n a book calle The Bridge g ulddick, ** pu she
by Little Brown & 005 25 thampeduidd ok’ 3

Eﬁn:edg was not immediately available for comment.

Olsen discounted Rennedy’s version of the accident last July,
saying, *‘lo normal motorist could commlt such a grievous
‘error ,?? . .

Kennedy, in a statement televised nationally, had said /
he was driving Miss Kopechne to the ferry to Edsartown Massd,
and lost his way. He said his car went off the %ridge into
a §ondl Be said he got free but could not rescue Mary Jo.

Olsen®*s book contends that when a deputy sheriff ayproached
the car shcrtlg after mldnight, Kennedy got out of the vehicle
and told Mary Jo to drive, fearing his presence with the girl
would be misunderstood. ;

‘fShe might not have taker time to read just the seat so thai
her Teet could reach the pedals comfortably, *? Olsen wrote.

““At 5 feet z, she was exactly one foot shorter than Kennedy:
her own car was a Volkswagen, about half the size of an Oldsmobile
88, and most of her driving had been done on city streets.?? :

Clsen theorized the girl was barely able to see over ths dashhoard
and, unaware that the bridge veered to the left, Arove
at:aignu~toppling into the :
water,

Depubty Sheriily Christopher Look Jr., has ss
he thinks was Kennedy’s car aboub 12i45 2 i

. two persons ingide ut said 1t moved down the
the bridge a5 he stepped toward it.

Mipe Kopechne was a Washington, DeCas, secretary who had been
& campalgn worker for Rennedy’s brother, the lage Sen. Robert
- Fo Rennedy, D-ll.Y.

She and five other women campalgn workers had come to Chonpa -
quiddick for a cookout at a rented cottape, attended also by
- Edward Kennedy and several ol his colleauges and friends.

- The qirl?s body was found in Kennedy’s car 1n the morning

of July 1¢, about the same time the senator went to the Edgartown
polies station to report the mishap-some 1¢ hours after he
sald 1t occurred. ' ;

He later pleaded gullty to a charse of leaving the scene of
an acciden% and was sentenced in distriect court at Edgartown
to two months in jaill, suspended for a year.

The Inguest into her death, which begins in Edgartown Monday,
was~delayed fouwr months by a lepgal challenze of the growmd i
'rules for the proceeding, and_an unsuccessful bid for an aubopsy
on her body, buried in Pennsylvanisa. j

¢ " Olsen zeserted that Kennedy gave his version of the aceident
in part becauwse he **had a public image to consider?? and.bscause
hig wife was pre%nant already had two miscarriages and would
be *'upset }y publiec Insinwations’s should a full diselosure

e saw_what
h at least
cad toward

be made . il
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