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EDITOR?S HOME — It was 1322 pem. Dallas time when the .
‘annowncement was. mades President Kennedy had died from an
as5s8288in’s bullet. For a moment the world stood still, shocked
. beyond bvellef, Five years later the recalled event s3ill brings

unbelleving stares. In the following, AP Writer Sam Summerlin,

co-autior wlth Brucé Hendersen of the recently published

vook, °*1884&7° tells of thai moment in Dallas and its effects
upon the nation -and the world. .

By SAM SUMMERLIN :

Assgciated Press Writer = ;

-REW YURK AP = John Pitzgerald Kennedy once saids **The
only two dates that most people remember where they were are Pearl
Harbor and the death of Franklin Roosevelt .?? -

ilth tragic irony, John F. Kennedy added a third unforgeitable
‘date when he was assasSsinatéed in Dallas, Tex,., on Friday,

At precigsely 1337, Dallas time, presidential press alde :
“Mgicolm Kilduff stood before a room filled with newsmén at

Parkland Hospltal. Kilduff, his eyes red., an wnlit cigarette
dn-one hand, gave the faterul announcement that President Kennedy
‘had ‘‘*died of a gunshot wound in the brain.s’?
c-Wwhere were you that day at 132272 -

- What thoughts or words came to you, which even today

geem impossible to forget? ;

- -What d4ild you do in that fleeflng instant, which binds yvou forever
"to that day in history? , ‘ ' _

. Cléssical historians caleculate thet it took two

. weeks for news of Julius Caesar®s murder in Rome to reach
Alexandria, Egypt, 1,200 miles aWaY e '

. But ‘the amnouncement of John Kennady’s death at 1372,

Central Standard Time, flashed around the globe in less

. than five minutes. Oniy in this age of instant commvhications,
“wilech have joined the earth’s population into one electronically
1dnked family, could such a shock wave have Jolted the world wit
-~ Bueh speéd, ;e : 5

- _Lyndon B. dolnpon, closely gwarded in a darkened room at

. Parkiand Hospital, only a Pew feet from where Kennedy died,

o remembered laters *°I Tound it hard +o believe that this had
;ﬂha?pened. The whole thing scemed wnreal=mmbelievable.

A Tew hours earlier, I had breakfast with John Kennedys
he was allve; strong, vigorous. I could not believe now that he
.. was dead. I was shooked and sickered .®* :

~odn Washington Jobn-We-MeCormaek, the white-haired

- Megsachugetts Democrat who as Speaker of the House was
- "next in line to succeed the rresidency after Vice President
- Jobnson, was eating lwe in the House restaurant. Renorters
. told him fhe news. *%ily God! My God8’® he exclaimed.

' **What are we coming to§?® j ,

© .. In ‘the .Benate, Bdwerd My Kennedy was. presiding over a dry

.debate on federal library services. An aide rushed in and whisnered

- the news. **Noi’? gasped Teddy, and immediately lef: the .

Ta
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. An Meleany Va ., Robort-F.. Kennedy then atforney genéral
wag having a leiSurely lunch with invited guests beside the vpool
~.of his suburban home. The telephone rang. ¥BI Director J. Gdgar.
. Hoover was ealling. One of the_guests that day, attorney Robert
" Morgenthau,-will never forget. **While the President’s N
- brother listened to Hoover, s’ Horgenthau recalls, *°*Kennedy?’s-
reactlion was one of horro, I woulg 82ye. Wic saw the attorney

general clap his hand to his mouth and turn awaye®s.

4 sudden hush fell across America, Clerks in department. '
stores just started walking ouf. People moved as in a daze. Qn | e
college campuses, students failed to Bhow up for afternoon classes.
In the lobby of the Oklahoma gtate capitol, a woman stood wringing
her hands and whimperings **What’s golng to happen to our cowntry
. Sl ! il i ot _ :
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