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NEW YORK, MARCH 28 (AP)-FEARS OF AN INTERNATIONAL PLOT TO
OVERTHROW THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PROMPTED SECRETY OF
DEFENSE ROBERT S. MCNAMARA TO ALERT EVERY AVMERTCAN MILITARY BASE
AROUND THE WOKLD THE MINUTE HE HEARD THAT PRESIDENT JOHN F.
KENNEDY HAD BEEN SHOT IN DALLAS, WILLIAN NANCHESTER SAYS,
"BY EVERY RADABLE SIGNAL th SITUATION WAS VERY RED,"™
MANCHESTER WRITES IN HIS EOOK,%“THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT.® .
THE MUCK-DISP |

"BY EVERY READABLE SIGNAL THE SITUATION WAS VERY RED,"
MANCHESTEK WRITES IN HIS BOOK,§"THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT.®

THE MUCH-DISPUTED BOOK CONTATNS 350,000 WORDS OF TEXT,
PLUS DIAGKALS,' APPENDICES AND A LIST OF SOURCES. .THE PRICE 1S $10.

MCNAMARA “KEPT HIS KEAD AND MADE ALL THE RIGHT MOVES™.
EVEN BEFORE HE LEARNED THAT KENNEDY WAS DEAD, MANCHESTER SAYS. THE
WORLDWIDE WARNING TOLD AMFRICAN MILITARY COMNMANDERS, "THIS IS THE
TIME TO BE ESPECIALLY ALERT."

PRESIDENT LYNDON B, JOKNSON IS QUOTED IN THE BOOK AS SAYING
“THERE MIGHT BE WAR™ IF AMERICANS BECAME AROUSED | : ;
'BY SUSPICIONS THAT SOVIET PREMIER KHRUSHCHEV AND FIDEL CASTRO
" UAD CPNSPIRED TO KILL KENNEDY. '
T FT yAS THE "yILD RUMORS™ AEOUT A §ONSPIRACY THAT BEOUGHT
THE WARREN COMMISSION INTO EXISTENCE, MANCHESTER SAYS. THE

(COMMISSION, AFTER A LONG INVESTIGATION, CONCLUDED THAT LEE HARVEY
OSWALD -- AND OSUALD ALONE -- ASSASSINATED THE PRESIDENT.
 JOHNSON HAD DIFFICULTY PERSUADING CH EF JUSTICE FARL UARREN

TO HEAD THE INQUIRY, MAWCKESTER SAYS, BECAUSE WARREN OPPOSED

| “EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITY" EY SUPREME COURT JUSTICES.

MANCHESTER QUOTES WARREN AS SAYING: "THE PRESIDENT TOLD ME HOW
'QERIOUS THE SITUATION WAS. HE SAID THERE-HAD BEEN WILD UMORS AND
_THERE WAS THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION TO THINK OF. HE SATD HE HAD
~ JUST TALKED TO DEAN RUSK, WHO WAS CONCERNEDse. HE SAID THAT IF
THE PUBLIC BECAME AROUSED AGAINST CASTRO AND KHRUSHCHEV THERE -
"MIGHT BE WAR.™ , o

"7 MANCHESTER ‘AGREES WITH THE COMMISSION'S FINDING, BUT HE
_SAYS ITS "REAL WORK® WAS DONE BY THE GENERAL COUNSEL, J.
- LEE HA&KIN, AND THE 14 ASSISTANT .COUNSELS. AS FOR THE NEMBERS
'OF THE COMMISSION, MANCHESTER WRITES, “...THE LUSTROUS NAMES OF THE
" 'SEVEN APPOINTEES WERE FOR PUBLLC CONSUNPTION.™



MANCHESTER ALSO IS CRITICAL OF ACTIONS OF SECRET SERVICE AGENTS
BEFOKE THE ASSASSINATION AND IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE FIRST SHOT
STRUCK KENNEDY. HE MAKES THESE POINTS;

1. ON THE NIGHT BEFORE THE TRAGLJY ®NINE AGENTS OF THE -

WHITE | HOUSE DETAIL «.. WERE OUT ON THE TOWN. THEY STARTED WITH' BEER
AND MIXED DRINKS AT THE FORT WORTH PRESS CLUB . .

5. “AT VARIOUS TIMES, THEY WERE JOINED BY THREE AGENTS OF
THE 12-T0-8 SHIFT -~ WHO WERE OFFICIALLY ON DUTY, ASSIGNED TO GUARD
THE PRESIDENT'S BEDROOM DOOR...™ “

- 3+ A JET AIRPLANE PILOT IS GROUNDED IF HE FAILS TESTS THAT
YEASURE HIS REFLEXES. "HOWEVER, PRESIDENTIAL BODyGLARDs WERE NOT
REQUIRED TO TAKE™ THESE TESTS. _

4, WHEN THE FIRST SHOT WAS FIRED, "MOST OF THE HUNTERS IN
THE MOTORCADE IDENTIFIED THE SOUND INNEDIA;FLE AS RIFLE FIRE,
BUT THE WHITE HOUSE DETAIL WAS CONFUSED

5« TWO- AGENTS WERE IN THE FRONT SEAT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL
CAR. "THEY WERE IN A POSITION TO TAKE EVASIVE ACTION AFTER THE _
FIRST SHOT, EUT FOR FIVE TERRIBLE‘:ECOHDS, THEY WERE INMOBILIZED."

RIS?

FAWChECTLn SENFARIZEﬁ HIS INDICTMENT IN THE WORDS, "THE
CENTRAL FACT WAS THAT THE SECRET CERUTCE HAD FAILED."

a PUBLISHERS' NOTE ON THE TITLE PAGE SAYS “HARPER & ROW
WISHES TO MAKE IT CLLAR THAT NEITHER MRS. JOHN, Fo KENNEDY' NOR
%EQERT Fo KENNEDY HAS IN ANY WAY APPR OJ“D OR “IDROCLD THE
MATERIAL APPEARING IN THIS BOOK.™

THIS REFLECTS A BITTER CONT ROVERSY WHICH RANGED FOR “UJIHQ
_ BETWEEV MANCHESTER AND THE KENNEDYS. LPCT DECEMBER, MRS« KENNEDY
CALLED THE FANU%CHIPT "TASTELESS~AND DI?TO!TED“ AND BROUGHT SUIT TO
BLDCK PUBLICATION. SHE DEMANDED REUESIONQ AND DELETIONS.
THREE FORNER AIDES TO THE SENATOR SQID, AFTER pEADING THE MANUSCRIPT,
'WE WERE TALKING ABOUT 144 CHANGES,™

ANCﬁE@TER REPLILD LHﬁT THE REASONS TFTOR DEMANDING

CHHNGES WERE “POLITTCAL" AVD CONSTITUTED "™AN ATTEMPT TO SUPPRESS
UITAL rACTS-

fsnszAL MOVTHS RECEIVED FRONT PAGE REPORTING IN NEWSPAPERS FROM COAST
'jTo COAST, THIS, COUPLED WITH LOOK MAGAZINE'S FOUR-PART-
[gSERIALIZATION OF THE BOOK, GAVE MANCHESTER'S STORY AN .

UNPRECEDENTED DEGREE OF ADVANCE PUBLICITY. |

' PERHAPS AS A RESULT, BOOKSELLERS REPORT A LARCE VOLUNE OF

_ éDVAVCE ORDERS « R | '

HHRPER & ROW SPID THE FanT PRINTING RUNS TC 600, 000 COrILQ



_ THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT A SECOND PRINTINC WILL APPEAR ALMOST
IMMEDIATELY. _ |

SIX PERCENT OF THE NET RECEIPTS ON THE FIRST 100,000 SALES
WILL BE RETAINED BY THE PUBLISHERS, THEY SAID,

AN UNDISCLOSED PART OF THE EARNINGS ACCRUING TO BOTH _
MANCHESTER AND THE PUBLISHER HAS BEEN FARMARKED FOR THE KENNEDY
LIBRARY.

LITERARY AGENTS ESTIMATE TH
MANCHESTER BELIEVES -- By
WENT INSANE ON NOV. 21, 1963,

ARN AROUND $3 MILLION.

T < THAT OSUALD

AE NIGHT BEFORE KENNEDY WAS
ASSASSINATED. THE AUTHOR SAYS OSWALD'S REASON CRUMBLED

AS THE RESULT OF A QUARREL WITH HIS RUSSIAN WIFE, MARINA, FROM WHOM
HE WAS SEMI-ESTRANGED. |

SHE HAD BEEN LIVING IN IRVING, A SUBURB OF DALLAS, IN THE
HOME OF MRS. RUTH PAINE, A FRIEND. OSWALD LIVED IN A DALLAS ROOMING
HOUSE, HE VISITED HIS WIFE AND: CHILDREN ON WEEKENDS. |

AL4o S §

'MANCHESTER WROTE THAT ON THE NIGHT OF NOV. 21, OSWALD |
APPEARED TO EBE WATCHING TELEVISION IN MRS, PAINE'S HOME. ™IN FACT,"
THE AUTHOR SAYS, "HE WAS GOINC MAD.®

| OSWALD APPEARED SANE, HOWEVER, TO THE POLICE.AND
OTHER INVESTIGATIVE OFFICERS WHO INTERVIEWED HIM AFTER THE

- 'ASSASSINATION. THE TRANSCRIPT OF THESE INTERVIEWS, PUBLISHED IN THE
_ WARREN REPORT, SHOWS THAT OSWALD TOLD THE SAME STORY TO EACH OF THEM.

HE ANSWERED CERTAIN QUESTIONS BUT SAID HE WOULD NOT ANSWER OTHERS
UNTIL HE COULD HAVE AN ATTORNEY WITH HIM., AND HE SPECIFIED THE

ATTORNEY, ™A NEW YORK LAVYER WHOM HE DID NOT KNOW™ BUT WHO HAD
DEFENDED SOME PERSONS ACCUSED "OF A CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE
GOVERNMENT . * ]

SECRET SERVICE INSPECTOR THOMAS J. KELLEY QUOTED OSWALD AS
SAYING, "I HAVE MY OWN VIEWS ON THE PRESTDENT'S NATIONAL
POLICY us BUT BECAUSE OF THE CHARGES I DO NOT THINK I SHOULD COMMENT
FURTHER,." '

" UsS% POSTAL INSPECTOR H.Ds HOLMES FOUND OSWALD WAS “QUITE ALERT
AND SHOWED NO ' HESITANCY IN ANSWERING THOSE QUESTIONS WHICH HE
. WANTED TO ANSWEn, AND QUITE SKILLFUL.IN PARRYING THOSE
 QUEST1eNs WHICH HE DID NOT WANT TO ANSWER.®

: FANCHESTER SAYS IN HIS FOREWARD HE “FELT ENTITLED TO RECORD
.MY OPI?IONS' AND WAS "FORMING JUDGMENTS . ™

j '}  BUT HE DOES NOT PINPOINT THE PASSAGES IN HIS BOOK WHERE
) FACT ‘LEAVES OFF AND “OPINION® OR "JUDGMENT® RECINS.



HE SAYS THAT MRS. KENNEDY, CONTRARY TO NMCNAMARA AND OTHER
FEDERAL OFFICIALS, “HOPED"™ A CONSPIRACY HAD TAKEN HER HUSBAND'S
LIFE. THE BOOK SAYS, ™u... FOR THEN THERE WOULD BE AN AIR OF
INEVITABILITY ABOUT THE TRAGEDY3 THEN SHE COULD PERSUADE HERSELF
THAT IF THE PLOTTERS HAD MISSED ON ELM STREET THEY WOULD HAVE -
EVENTUALLY SUCCEEDED ELSEWHERE,™ | |

MANCHESTEE. DOES NOT SAY WHETHER MRS. KENNEDY TOLD HIM THIS.

HE DOES NOT TELL THE READER WHETHER IT IS FACT OR HIS JUDGMENT.

MANCHESTER CONDEMNS DALLAS IN SOME LONG PASSAGES AND FINDS ‘
A CONNECTION BETWEEN THE POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL CLIMATE OF THE
CITY AND OSWALD. EVAN THOMAS, AN EDITOR WHO WORKED ON THE BOOK,
SAID IN A LETTER, ® ... THE PALPABLE FACT THAT THE AUTHOR WANTS SO BADLY
| TO CONDEMN OSWALD AS A PRODUCT OF THE DALLAS-BIRCH SICKNESS SEEMS
T ME TO INTRUDE TO THE POINT OF SUSPICION-MAKING,® |

AfLl
‘THE WARREN REPOhT SQID, RECARDING THE ATMOSPHERE IN DALLAS,

THE COMMISSIONERS, COULD NOT "JUDGE WHAT THE EFFECT OF THE GENERAL
POLITICAL ERMENT IN THAT CITY. MICHT HAVE BEEN, EVEN THOUGH

OSWALD WAS AWARE OF IT

'SEVERAL PERSONS OBJECTED TO MANCHESTER'S ACCOUNT OF THEIR
ACTIONS ON THE DAY OF THE ASSASSINATION WHEN THEY SAW THE SERTALIZED
-PORTIONS OF HIS BOOK IN LOOK MAGAZINE.

" THE PRESIDENT'S NILITARY AIDE, MAJ. CEN. CyVa CLIFTON,
 OBTAINED FROM HARPER & ROW A CORRECTION OF WHAT THE AUTHOR -
HAD WRITTEN ABOUT HIM, MANCHESTER WROTE THAT CLIFTON, TELEPHONING
' FROM DALLAS, FIRST ASKED THE WHITE HOUSE'TO NOTIFY HIS WIFE, AND THE
WIFE OF KENNETH O'DONNELL, A TOP KENNEDY AIDE, THAT THEY |
WERE NOT INJURED. NEXT, HE ASKED TO SPEAK WITH THE EXECUTIVE
SECRETARY OF THE NATLONAL SECURITY .COUNCIL.

IN THE LOOK SERIAL, NANCHESTER HAD SATD, “THE CENERAL'S
ORDER OF PRIORITIES WAS STAGGERING. ONLY AFTER e = 1 :
WIVES HAD BEEN REASSURED COULD HE DEAL WITH THE POSSTRILITY oF g
A PLOT AGAINST THE UNITED STATES." -



gAl42 - :
THIS HAS BEEN CORRECTED IN THE HARC COVER BOOK. IT SAYS
CLIFTON ASKED THAT THE WIVES BE NOTIFIED IN ™A LATER, SECOND CALL.™
- CLIFTON'S NANME APPEARS IN MANCHESTER'S LIST OF SOURCES,
INDICATING THAT THE AUTHOR INTERVIEWED HIM.
ANOTHER DISCREPANCY ALSO CAME TO LIGHT AFTER THE LOOK
ARTICLES APPEARED. WHEN JOHNSON WAS SWORN IN AS PRES IDENT,
MANCHESTER WROTE THAT THE PHOTOGRAPK OF THE CEREMONY BID NOT SHOW
THE PRESENCE OF A "SINGLE MALE KENNEDY AIDE.® :
THE WRITER DEPICTED O'DONNELL AS PACING UP AND DOWN va
CORRIDOR OF THE PLANE WITH HIS HANDS PRESSED AGAJINST HIS EARS,
AS THOUGH TO SHUT OUT THE SOUND OF THE OATH-TAKING. |
O'DONNELL, HOWEVER, TOLD THE WARREN COMMISSION HE WAS PRESENT
AT THE CERENONY. AND THE BOSTON GLOBE PUBLISHED ‘A PHOTOGRAPH OF
THE CEREMONY SHOWING 0'DONNELL STANDING CLOSE TO MRS. KENNEDY.
IN THE HARD COVER, THE PHRASE HAS BEEN CHANGED TO READ' NOT
"A SINGLE MAJOR KENNEDY AIDE." BUT O'DONNELL VAS A MAJOR FIGURE
IN KENNEDY'S ENTOURAGE. | |
THE BOOK RECOUNTS NMANY EPISODES. k ~
MANCHESTER SAYS MRS, -KENNEDY OVERRODE OBJECTIONS TO HER. PLAN
TO MARK HER HUSBAND'S GRAVE VWITH AN ETERNAL FLAME, HE
QUOTES SARGENT SHRIVER, HER BROTHER-IN-LAW AS SAYING, "SOME
PEOPLE MIGHT THINK IT'S A LITTLE OSTENTATIOUS.™
ROBLPT KE\I\.EWY ARPIVED LATE FOR JOHNSON'S FIEST CABINET
- MEETING AND MANCHESTER SAYS THE PRESIDENT WAS CONVINCED
(THAT KENNEDY DID. IT TO KUMILIATE HIM, HE SAYS KENNEDY -
*DENIES THIS.™
© .~ PIERRE SALINGER, AND SIX CABINET MEMBERS WERE FLYING TO
" JAPAN VHEN THE NEWS OF THE PRESIDENT'S DEATH REACHED THEM
- TO:RELIEVE THE FEELINGS OF THOSE ABOARD, THE BOOK SAYS, athNc?ﬂ
".OR‘GANIZED A POKER GAME, MUCH LATER, MANCHESTE ‘.J;.*E'ITES SALINGER
COUNTED A WAD OF CRUMPLED BILLS, FOUND HE HAD "WON OVER $300,
“AND HE WAS APPALLED.™ ‘ |
- MANCHESTER SAYS UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE AVERELL HARR TMAN
;,EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT PRESIDENT DEGAULLE OF FRANCE
\ WOULD NOT HAVE RECOGNIZED RED CHINA IF KENNEDY HAD LIVED, HARRTMAN
'ADDED, THE BOOK SAYS, THAT THKIS WAS NO CRITICISM OF JOHNSON,
MK/FP1108AES SR |



