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NEW YORK, FEB. 27 (AP)- PRODUCTION OF WILLIAM MANCHESTER'S BOOK,
"THE DEATH OF . A PRESIDENT," WAS HALTED FOR SEVERAL DAYS LAST WEEK
TO CORRECT AN ERROR, SAYS EVAN IHQH&S, VICE PRESIDENT OF HARPER & ROW,
PUBLISHERS OF. THE BOOK., M T o |

. THE CORRECTION, THOMAS saID YESTERBAY RESULTED FROM MANCHESTER'S
ACCOUNT OF THE«ACTIONS OF MAJ, GEN, CHESTER V. CLIFTON JR., MILITARY
AIDE-T0: PRESIDENT -JOHN F., KENNEDY, CLIFTON IS NOW RETIRED.

MANCHESTER{HAD WRITTEN THAT CLIFTON, AFTER THE ASSASSINATION
IN DALLASy'@IRST CALLED THE WHITE HOUSE AND ASKED THAT MRS. CLIFTON
AND MRS, KENNETH O'DONNELL BE INFORMED THEIR HUSBANDS WERE SAFE,
RATHER /THAM: IMMEDIATELY HANDLING THE MILITARY SITUATION INVOLVED,

MANCHESTER HAD WRITTENg “THE GENERAL'S ORDER OF PRIORITIES WAS
STAGGERING, ONLY AFTERyWIVES HAD BEEN REASSURED COULD HE DEAL WITH
THE POSSEBILITY:OF A PLOT BCAINST THE UNITED STATES,."

THOMAS SAID.CLIFTON, A LONGTIME FRIEND, INFORMED KIM THAT THE
STORY WAS INGORRECT ~= THAT CLIFTON HAD MADE AN EARLIER PHONE
CALLTO THE WHITE HOUSE WH;éH DEALT WITH MILITARY AND SECURITY
ASPECTS OF THE ASSASSINATION; -~

SAID THOMAS; "WHEN I LEARNED THAT HE (CLIFTON) HAD DONE KIS JOB,
I BELIEVED HIM, SO WE CHANGED IT. ONCE WE LEARNED THE TRUTH WE
WERE DAMNED ANXIOUS TO USE IT."

THOMAS 'SAID THE CHANGE MEANT REJO?ING>SEVERAL PAGES, REPRINTING
THEM" AND’ RLPLACING THEM IN THE AS YET UNBOUND BOOKS.

THOMAS 'SAID THAT 100,000 COPIES HAD TO BE CORRECTED, HE SAID
" THE COST TO HARPER & "ROW WAS ESTIMATED AT EETWEEN $5,000 AND $25,000.

THE ORIGINAL VERSION APPEARED IN THE SECOND INSTALMENT OF LOCK
MAGAZINE*S SERIALTZATION OF THE BOOK. |

© OB 422AES



