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TEIACH Ti"“ GUN FEALL!

APTER JER'S DEATH

Pilots at Dallas

-

‘Near Collapse’
By tie Associated Press and Unlited Press Internationar

NEW YORK —- The two pilots of Air Force 1

were on the verge of nervous collapse, fearing the

plane at any moment would be raked by machine gun
| fire as they awaited take-off orders at Dallas after the

' ' assassination of President Kennedy.

| dent.” wrote:

The pllot Col. James Swindel,

' Wllham Manchester in his book “The Death of a Presi-

“was near collapse, ‘It

' became,’ in his words, ‘a struggle to continue.” "

| _His co-pilot (Lt. Col. Lewis |
‘Hanson) “‘was, if anything,
um worse shape . .

.e After the swearing-m!

. at any|ceremony, Johnson and his'

| moment, he had expected the| wife asked Mrs. Kennedy to
fuselage to be raked by ma-|sit with them in a forward'

' chine gun fire.” i :.
: 7 MILES UP

Swindel took the plane up
'seven miles — two miles
Ihlgher than the Presidential
jet ever had gone. Manches-
ter said Swindel actually:
wondered whether he could
Imake it to Andréws, their Air
|F0rce base destination out-
! side Washington.

Back in the plane, .said|
Manchester in Look Maga-
zine's third installment of the
|b00k, there were scenes of
! near-hysteria, tears and
gswelling animosity between
| Kennedy’s aides and the ad-
i herents of the new President,
! Lyndon B. Johnson.

. “I have only one President,
i and he's lying back in that
. cabin.” Manchester attrib-
utes those anguished words
to Brig. Gen. Godfrey
McHugh, Air Force aide to
Kennedy.

OTHER REPORTS

Manchester also reported:

e Mrs. Jacqueline Kenne-
dy found Johnson on a bed,
dictating, in the private cab-
in when she boarded the air-
plane.

“Because she regarded the
bedroom as hers, she did not
knock,”” Manchester wrote..
'“She simply grasped the

latch and twisted it. Inside, |

reclining on the bed, was
Lyndon Johnson dlctatmg to
Marie Fehmer."

The author said Johnson' ‘

and the secretary hastllv left
the cabin.

. nedy

—Turn to Page 18, Col. 1

© compartment on the plane.

She excused herself, howev-
ér, and hurried to the rear,
fo be near the coffin.

; And she began to
ery,’ Manchester wrote, “‘It
was the first time she had
wept; the tears came in a

. flood, and for a long time she'

eouldn’t speak.”

-@a Johnson twice asked
Kenneth O’Donnell and Law-
rence O'Brien, aides to Ken-
nedy, to sit with him. They
refused.

~Manchester says Gen.,
. McHugh wanted to be sure

the reporters aboard the

- plane knew about this and

- said to them — pounding the
table — “‘I want the record to
show that (Kennedy’s four"

audes) spent this flight in the
tail compartment with the,
President — President Ken

2

~ @ Mrs. Johnson, “ordinari-
Iy the essence of tact,” inad-

'vertently said to Mrs. Kenne-

dy that what hurt her most
was the fact that Kennedy
had been killed in Texas.

‘Manchester quoted her as

saying later, “Immediately,
saying later, “Immediately,
I regretted it.”

- He wrote, “This-was no

day for Texas "chauvinism;
Kennedy’s -death should be
what wounded her most.”

® Mrs. Kennedy ‘‘fiercely”
rejected suggestions that she
change from her. blood-
drenched dress to fresh

* Kennedy aide. The only Ken-

front to the Presidency. The

‘| sive airplane and the fact

6 Fep, 198867

clothing before the plane
landed in Washington. “No,
she replied, “let them see the
horror.”

e Johnson invited all the :
passengers on the plane to.
join in the swearing-in cere-
mony: A wide-lens camera
was used to photograph it.

Manchester wrote, “De-
spite the width of the Hassel-
blad lens, it did not record
the presence of a single male

r be performed before his body
could be removed.

Mrs. Kennedy had ada-
| mantly refused to leave the
hospital so long as Kennedy’s
'body remained there. She
had begged to be permitted a
last look before the casket
was closed and, atcording to
Manchester, kissed his lips
and slipped her wedding ring
on his finger.

Then, as time passed, she
was saying, “Why can’t I get
my husband back to Wash-
ington?” )
GROTESQUE ENCOUNTER. .

Manchester disclosed Mrs.
Kennedy’s grotesque hospital
lencounter with a distracted
Catholic priest, Rev. Thomas

nedy man there — Dr.
(George) Burkley — stood
behind someone else.”

‘AN AFFRONT’

Manchester added:
“President Johnson did not

deserve this. To a man of his
hypersensitivity, such treat-
ment was deeply wounding. '
More important, it was an af-

Cain of the University of Dal-
las, who brandlshed a relic of
the “true cross” over Kenne-
dy’s body. He put his arms
around her and called her
Jackie and ‘“endearing”
names until Mrs. Kennedy
told him to leave her alone.

O’Brien and O’Donnell en-
visioned a delay of hours, or;
perhaps even a day, before
the autopsy could he com-
pleted. They were deter-
mined to spare her the or-
deal of a long wait.

A furious dispute erupted
Manchester wrote that a Dal-
;las policeman present was|
However, when O'Donnell | “fingering his pistol.” :
testified before the Warrenj All accounts of the melee|
Commission, he was asked,|{— it became a shoving
“Were you present when|match’ — are confused. But
President Johnson was sworn | O’Donnell and O’Brien both
m”" ODﬁnnell rephed “T |testified before the Warren
was.' Commission that they heard

@ A man, never:identified, (someone say, “This is just
made off with;two objects |another homicide.”
used in the ceremony — Ken- | TRIGGERS CLIMAX
nedy’s personal Bible and a| That triggered the climax.
card on which the oath of of- {O'Donnell told the- commis-
fice had been typed. sion he determined then to

Manchester said the man|remove the body immediate-|
stopped Judge Sarah Hughes, {ly. He notified the  Secret
who swore in Johnson, as she 'Service and the Kennedy
was leaving the plane, and aides to be prepared to
asked her if she wanted |leave. His testimony reads:
them. Manchester wrote, ““..." “We pushed the casket out

She surrendered them, as-!through the hall. This first
suming he was some sort of gentleman who, I presume,
security man. He wasn’t.” was from the coroner's of-
The two items have never fice, shouted very loudly,
been traced. ““You can’t do that, you can’t

9 KEY INCIDENTS ileave here now.” Nobody

pald any attention to him .
The taut, supercharged at- " «
mosphere on the plane devel- | It was most disconcerting

oped out of two incidents be- because we were concerned
fore it took off for Washing- aLiall, fieq that at some o

fon ment they would say ‘stop’
S 1 hated t
The lirst took place at and 1 hated fo think wha

3 might happen to Mrs. Kenne-
Parkland Hospital when Dal-:4u%5¢ she had ¢ ik
las authorities informed the Y 1t she had to g0 back dnd

coexistence of the two ad-!
ministrations in an oppres-

that most of these same indi-
viduals had battled one an-
other three years earlier in
Los Angeles, made tempest
inevitable here.”

Manchester pictured
O'Donnell as pacing up and:
down a corridor, pressing his
hands against his ears as
though to blot out the sound |
of the oath-taking.

th is al
Kentiody sides |that the taw | ., o uEY tils all -oyer

again- So we Dbrushed them
stipulated an aufopsy must algl ::\side. o rus €

0O'Brien,

de.scribing the



GODFREY McHUGH
"Only one president”

jsame melee as they pushed
the eoffin down the corridor,
told the commission:

“My recollection is that ob- -
jections were still being:
raised by some or all the offi-
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ilals. My recolection also 18
that we pald little heed to:
I_t "

CLASHES ON PLANE"

Thus, grieving and shocked
by the assassination, and
with their emotions further
aroused by the angry inci-;
dent at the hospital, the Ken-
nedy party brought the pre‘;l-i
dent’s body to Love Field, |

. where the presidential and;

vice pr e51dentml planes were |
waiting.

Johnson and his party had]
preceded them. The Vice,
President had telephoned Af-
torney General Robert F.
Kennedy in Washington
about being sworn in as:
President immediately. be-
fore returning to the capital. |

Exactly what passed be-
tween them still is not clear.

Under date of July 10, 1964,
the President gave the War-
ren Commission a statement
which said., referring to his

telephone conversations with |

Washington:

“As T remember. out con-
versation was interrupted to
allow the Attorney General
to come back on the line. He
said the oath should be ad-
ministered to me immediate-
1y, before taking off for
Washington, and that it
should be administered by a
judicial officer of the United
States. Shortly thereafter,
the Deputy Attorney Gener-
al. Mr. (Nicholas) Katzen-
bach, dictated the form of

aboard the plane.”

MISUNDERSTANDING’
Manchester wrote that

' 4o his statement to the War-

ath to one of the secretaries | ! nlane, not Air Force 1. Man-
o chester quoted Kilduff as re-|
i olying,
-and te]l that six-foot Texan!
‘he isn't Lyund i
e Mhee Bty i her) isn yodon Johnson. .

JAMES SWINDEL
Near col]apse?

prother-in-law at the end of
the flight, she quoted John-

| son as saying, that you'd said

he had to be sworn in right
there in Dallas. The authnr
continued:

“The Attorney. General|
was startled. There must be
some misunderstanding, he

' said: he had made ne such

suggestion.”
Manchester wrote that he.
sinvited”” Johnson fo com-
ment on this “misapprehen- ||
sion.”” He said ihe President
replied he had nothing to add

ren Commission.

Having determined to be

sworn in aboard the airplane,
Johnson sent for his friend,
Judge Sarah Hughes. Some|
time elapsed before she
could he found and could|
start for Love Field.
Meanwhile, Mrs. Kennedy
‘and her aides were anxious
to leave at once for Washing-
ton. They were unaware that

. Johnson was waiting for the |

seremony to be performed. !
Some were not even auare
he was on the plane.
COUNTER-ORDERS
McHugh went forward and
told the pilot to take off.
Kilduff countermanded the
order. This happened several
times.

Manchester wrote that! |

Kilduff and McHugh finally
encountered each other in
the corridor. McHugh said he
wanted the plane off the
ground immediately and
Eﬁld.uff gaid it could not leave
until Johnson had been sworn
in, the author reported.

He wrote that McHugh told

Kilduff that Johnson was!
aboard the vice presidential

“then you go back

We're not going . . . until the |

| |dent”” and would never again'
"eall him

.deed, even his days in uni-

.Johnson asked both O'Brien

.the White House staff. Man-

LEWIS HANSON
Expecfed gum‘ire

“leszdent has heen q“’ﬂl"ﬂ them, *‘I need vou more tha]}_’

It was at this point. Man-,
chester wrote, that Mt.Hugh[
retorted that he had “only .
‘one President.”

McHugh, the book contin-
ues, asked why the ceremony
rcould not be performed while
ithe plane was in the air. In-
'stead of receiving an answer
Etu this question, Manchebte‘l
[ wrote, there was a “‘madden-
iing discussion” about lens
1 angles and closeups.

| ‘LYNDON’ AND ‘HONEY"
So the plane waited. Man-
!chester wrate that Mrs. Ken-
‘nedy was complaining about
the heat in the rear compart-

~ment and asking why the

flight did not leave. Finally,:

Ishe learned that Johnson!
would take the oath of office

on the ground. She said she |
understood. '

The author wrote that Mrs.
i Kennedy addressed Johnson
by his first name. Then she
corrected hrsell, said she
meant to say “Mr. Presi-

“Lyndon” Man-
‘chester wrote that the Presi-
ident replied, “Honey, I hope
iyow'll call me that for the

: [rest of your life.”

For McHugh's role in thel
levents on the plane, Man.
‘chester said. ... Gen.
McHugh had forfeited his
hope for another star. In-

form were numbered.”
£ RETIRES

McHugh retired from the
Air Force within a few
months of the assassihation
and became an executive |
with an electronies firm. i

The book reports that}

and O’Donnell to remain on

chester wrote that he told

{iyou need me — and mme

than Kennedy needed you."”

Mrs, Johnson summed up.
the terrible day in her “nev-
er-to-be-forgotten moments™
notehook: “This is a2 moment |
that is altogether dreamlike,
because the thing is so un-
real; we're just like chal'ac-j
ters in a play; this is the be-:
ginning of something for US*
that’s dreadful and heavy'
and you don’t know what 1t.
holds.”
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