i1l dan.

SiChronicle sanch .
h i i o A .:.1-.{?,-('_.;’ v ; P
Merry-Geo-Round— % I (pdy fF¢7
Anot ide of the
nother Side of th
Kennedy Tragedy
DPrew Pearson
I WAS in Dallas on the tragic day Presi- staff had ordered the plane to take off
dent Kennedy was assassinated. Since Immediately. The Secret Service had no
that time Jack Anderson and I have idea, in the confusion of President Kenne-
talked to members of the Kennedy and dy’s death, as to whether there was a
Johnson staffs in order to get the facts widespread plot against both the Presi-
regarding the friction and bitterness dent and the vice president and felt the
which William Manchester reports devel- new President would be safer in the air en
oped between Mrs. Jackie Kennedy and route to Washmgton.* N
President Johnson.

Unquestionably there was friction. Bit- JACKIE KENNEDY expressed indigna-
terness developed during the tense mo- tion in the original version of the Man-
ments after the assassination. However, chester book that Mr. Johnson used her
the Manchester book tells only one side of husband’s plane. However, the plane con-
the story. tained secret electronic communications

Here is part of the other side. equipment which only the President could

i * % us:re1 1{111 casgo oé emergency. Mr. Johnson

JFIRST. friction occurred with the car- uae o, o foﬁ?ar‘;‘;ethljfgjﬂg;
oner in Dallas, Kenneth O'Domnell, y)oni mhe Secret Service had decided that
secretary to President Kennedy, and Brig- o yyst use Air Force One for the return
adier General Godfrey McHugh, his A'  jourev in order to be able to use this
Force aide, had been entrusted with the ‘equipment. Besides he was now President.
job of getting the body back to Washing- Stories have geen circulated regarding
ton. But the coroner refused to release it 4, tragic flight back to Washington. Mrs.
until he held an inquest. Kennedy is reported saying she objected

Finally O’Donnell and McHugh pre- {4, peing called “Honey” and did not want
vailed upon him. Then they had frouble  jonnson near her; that she didn’t want
with a Dallas City ordinance against car-  «that man to touch me.” It was also
rying a casket in an ambulance. They had  yaported that Mr. Johnson had come back
purchased a casket but found it was nec- "o raar of the plane and smiled on the
essary to get a hearse. . casket.

It took about an hour to overcome local According to Malcolm Kilduff, Presi-
red tape and drive Mr. Kennedy’s body 0 gon¢ Kennedy’s press secretary, the new
the waiting airplane. . President acted with dignity and sympa-

Meanwhile, Air Force One, the presi- thy.
dential plane, had been waiting for Mr. “My hero was Jack Kennedy,” Kilduff
Kennedy’s body. This delay was on the ;14 1o " «hyt Johnson acted with nothing
personal order of the new President, and except sympathy for a bereaved widow.
contrary to the wishes of the Secret Serv- o 50k ‘over the situation with precision
ice. . and dignity.”

Emery Roberts of the Secret Service ik, 86

See also story by Pearson 12 Jan. 1867, fiied mrs. Hemedy.

1967



