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Newsweek Says Johnson Is Unhappy
With Reports About Book on Kennedy

By ROBERT E. DALLOS

Newsweek magazine. says it
has learned that President John-
son is unhappy with some of
the accounts of events following
the assassination of President
{Eennedy as they are said to
jappear in William Manchester's|

|forthcoming book, “The Death|
rof a President.”
; The magazine, in its issue

'that will reach newsstands to-j
day, quotes the President as
itelling “intimates” that his own

'recollectlons of a number off|

events differ from descriptions
that are reported to be in the
hook.

The Manchester book, ex-
cerpts of which are scheduled
‘to be published in Look maga-
zine beginning with the issue on
sale Jan. 10, is said to picture|

' Mr. Johnson as being insensi-|
tive to Mrs. John F. Kermer]y's
feelings in the hours immedi-
ately after the shooting,

“Now,"” says Newsweek, “in-
timates say, he is ‘as puzzled
as anyone’ about the flap. Un-
‘happy, about the evolving por-
'trait of himself in the stories
|a.bout the Manchester book, he

understands at the same t:me

that the Kennedy set would
have resented anyone who suc-
ceeded John Kennedy.” -

White House Comment

According to Newsweek, for
example, the President has been
quoted as saying that the Secret
Service wanted him fo board
Air Force One, with its “supe-
rior communications gear,” while
the Kennedy coffin was to re-
turn to Washington in the Vice-
Presidential plane, Air® Force
Two.

But Mr. Johnson, according to
the magazine, ordered the body
placed on the Presidential jet.

“T wasn't going to let Mrs.
Kennedy fly back alone with his
body,” Mr. Johnson is quoted by | |
Newsweek as telling intimates.

A White House spokesman
said last night that the maga-
zine in its report had apparently
matehed past comments made
by Mr. Johnson to what is re-
ported to be detailed in the book
scheduled for publication in
April.

any interviews,” said the spokes-
.man. “In fact he has not spoken
in any way to the issue of the
Manchester book.”

Newsweek also reports that
Mr. Johnson has a version of
the circumstances under which
he took the oath of office be-
fore returning to the capital
That is different from the
version that is said to be in
the book.

| " Kecording
| memory,

““The President has not given| |

to the President’s
ewsweek says, Rob-|
ert F. Kennedy, who was then
Atftorney General, was non-
committal about when Mr.
Johnson was to take the vath
of office.

Phone Call Detailed

‘Mr. Johnson is quoted as say-
ing that he telephoned Mr.
Kennedy, the slain President’s

brother, in Washington, say-| |

ing “I hate to bother you at
‘a time like this, but ... ” and
then asking for a ruling.

Mr. Johnson said, according
to Newsweek, that Mr. Ken-
nedy told him ‘that he thought
the swearing-in should take
place in Dallas, but that Mr.|
Kennedy would check and call|
him back.

Mr. Johnson, according to
this wversion, said the return
call came from Nicholas deB
Katzenbach, the then Deputy
Attorney General, who advised
Mr. Johnson to take the presl-\
‘dential oath at once and then
dictated its wordmg to a sec-
retary.

Reached at his home in
|Washington last mnight, Mr.
Katzenbach, now an TUnder
Secretary of State, said that he
recalled being telephoned‘from
the plane and dictating the oath
from the Constitution - to a
secretary.

According to the magazine,
Mr. Johnson’s recollections of
the assassination “have a ‘touch-
ing quality all their own.” !

“What raced through his
'mind when he learned the
President was dead,” the maga-
zine says, ‘‘was no personal
thrust for power but rather the
memory of the day Harry!
Truman suddenly inherited the |
Presidency from Franklin D.
Roosevelt more than 18 years

rc‘p@atedly called Mrs. Kennedy
‘honey’—a well intended gesture
that she found grating,’” says
the magazine. -

In the Newsweel account, Mr.
Johnson is reported to have ad-|
‘obably calling Mrs
"honey "

8 word that comes easy
as a Texan,” he is quoted
ua.s explaining. “You know, if I

some guy’'s office, and he |
1'sn t in, Tl say to his secretacry
-‘Honey, have him call me when
‘he comes in.’ "

\.%nother nﬂsundei;standmg Te-
lat ester manu-

script, according to Newsweek, |
concerns Mrs. Johnson's recsol-
lection “that, in an effort fo
console Jackie, she had men-'
tioned  her ' sorrow that the
tragedy took place in Texas—
and then immediately realized
what an unfortunate thing that
was to say under the circum-
stances.” :

Some - accounts immediately|
following the assassination sug-|
gested, Newsweek says, Mr‘
Johnson had “all but dra-
gooned” Mrs. Kennedy into!
pos;tmn for the photograph of
the swearing-in ceremony.

But Newsweek says that “ac-
tua.lly Mr. Manchester's version

“L.B.J. is reported to ha.vc\
i

is that Mrs. Kennedy recog-

nized the historical imperative
of standing at LBJ's side as a
symbol of the continuity of the
Presidency and took her place
by choice.”

Newsweek says Mr. Johnson
admitted at least one instance,
in which he had to exert his
new authority right after the
assassination — when President
Kennedy’s Air Force aide, Brig.
Gen: Godfrey McHugh, went
forward in Air Force One to tell
the pilot to get the plane off

the ground.

before.”

Mr. Truman took the Presi-
dential oath, Newsweek says,|
'as soon as hlS wife, Mrs, Bess
{Truman, - and their daughter,

1k
|

| :Margaret, arrived at the White!

|House,

“The moral Mr, Johnson
seemed to be drawing last week,
without spelling it out,” says
the magazine, “was that no one
|at the time suggested that Tru-
man had shown unseemly haste
lin promptly taking the Presi-
|dentia1 oath.”

‘Small Misunderstandings’

. Newsweek says that there are|
many examples in the Manches-

ter book of small misunder-
|standmgs “mostly innocent,
|that -caused friction” between
{the Kennedy and Johnson fac-
‘tions before and during the
journey to Washington.

Newsweek says that accord-
ing « to  its ' correspondent,
|Charles Roberts, who was on
'the plane, General McHugh got
his cue for the order from Ken-
neth O'Donnel, a Kennedy-aide,
after the coffin had been placed

on the plane.
- Newsweek says that “LBJ
remembers  intercepting the

general  and telling him he
would tell the pilot when to
take off.”

“I did tell him off"” News-
week quoted Mr. Johnson as
saying in reference to General
McHugh.

A: State of Shock

General MecHugh has. retired
and is reported to live in Paris.
He could not be reached for
comment last night.

_But Maleolm Kilduff, who was
serving as Presidential press
secretary on the day of the

26 Dec. 1966

assassination, Nov. '22, 1963,
said in.a telephone interview
yvesterday that everyone was in
such .a state of shock at the
time that the general was not
aware of Mr. Johnson's presence
on the plane.

“If there was any exchange

i of harsh words between LBJ

MeHugh,” Mr.
"I ‘was not a wit-

and General
Kilduff said,
|ness to them.”
Although Mrs. Ke:.med had
authorized Mr. Mancﬂiester to
write the. book, she filed suit
against Look and Harper
& Row, Publisher, Inec., main-|
taining that the author -had|
violated her rights by planning
to publish the book without
prior a.pprova.l of the Kennedy
family.
Mrs. Kennedy later reached
agreement with Look after the
magazine agreed to make ce=-
tain changes she had requested.
Negotiations with Harper &
Row are still under way. '




