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Simon Hirsch Rifkind

HE lawyer wso is repre-
senting Mrs. John F. Ken-
nedy in her attempts to stop
publication of “The Death of
a President” by William Man-
chester is a former Federal
judge who left the bench to
increased his éarnings. He
is Simon Hirsech Rifkind,
‘who is learned in Jewish law,
a man said tohave

Man a sense of humor
in the and, generally " @

“busy, busy man,"
News according to . ‘an

" associate. Mr. Rif-
king earned the title judge
by serving from 1941 to 19850

as a Federal judge for the

Southern Distriet of New
York. He said he could not
maintain “a reasonable stand-

ard of living” on ‘the /15,000

annual salary.

On the bench and in private
law practice Mr. Rifkind’s as-

sociates have found him re-
- markably alert, “Nothing es-
capes him,” one man said.

Mr. Rifkind, 65 years old,
is blue-eyed, brown-haired,
stands 5 feet 6 inches and
weighs about 145 pounds. He
was appointed to the bench
by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt and =said rather
proudly yesterday that he had
served every. President since.

His latest service was ren-
dered to President Johnson.
'As co-chairman of the Presi-
~dent’s Commission on the
Patent System Mr, Rifkind
urged reforms.

Retween Mr. Roosevelt and -

“Mr. Johnson, Mr. Rifkind
served President Harry 8.
. Truman as a Federal judge,
: President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower as a special referee to
. sift claims growing out of the.
sinking of the Andrea Doria
 and President Kennedy as an
. investigator into railroad la-
bor problems.

Mr. Ritkind is described by
associates as keen, intelligent,
learned, pragmatic and as a
“terrific worker.” They could
have added cautious and not
given to flip statements about
litigation in which he is in-
volved.

.. Reminded yesterday that he
had been extremely cautious
in what he said about the

nedy, Mr. Manchester, Harper

Look magazine, which plans
to begin serialization of por-
tions of the book on Jan. 10,
Mr. Rifkind said:

“After all m.in a line of
Jbusiness that teaches you to |
be careful with your speech.”
- Mp: Rifkind ds a member of |
“aw . firm ‘of Paul, Welss,
(Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison
Liof B5TH  Madison Avenue.. e
\ saidhe had been serving-Mrs..
E ] sear and
that her case had not inter-
fered with -other legal mat- .
- ters he is handling. Discipline
‘is what lawyers need to be.

't

Kennedy on ‘“genera
ters” for ahout a ¥

I isuccessful, he said, ading:

{ "pline,

The New York Times |
‘Nothing escapes him’

“Anyhody who could do this
' when' he ‘went .to work for

kind of work without disei-
without avoiding a

| waste of time, would have to |

' 1961. He was brought to the
United States in 1910 by par- |
ents who raised him “in the -
| habit of making moral valua- :

& Row, Publishers, Inc., and |

litigation involving Mrs. Ken- |

‘associate Justice of the Su-:

be a magician.”

Mr. Rifkind is active ini

Jewish philanthopic endeav-

ors. He served as chairmanof |

the executive board of the
American Jewish Committee
and chairman of the hoard of

the Jewish Theological Semi- |

nary.

other associate said, “He is
able to cut through confusion |
and get to the crux of the
situation,” |
Mr. Rikind was born in
Meretz, Russia, on June 5,

tions deliberately and not
subconseiously,” he onece said.
‘He was one of five chil- |
dren, who father, Jacob, was
a wool merchant on the |
Lower Hast Side. As a young- |
ster he went to DeWitt Clin-
ton High School; City College,
where he was elected the Phi,
Beta Kappa; and then to the
Columbia, Law School, where -
his 1925 classmate included:
William O, Douglas, now an

*

preme ‘Court and Thomas E.

~Dewey, former Governor:.of

New York. - T
" Mr. Rifkind,” who . was;
naturalized in 1924 and ad-

| " ““Pragmatic is the way to
describe Judge Rifkind,” an-

his’first biealk. in. adult life

Senator Robert. B, Wagner as.|
a combination secretary and:

| legislative’ assistant. Senator |
‘Wagne:

o was. the father |

at Columpja. They were inar- .
ried .on June 12, 1927..'The
couple, who live in a six-

. room cooperative apartment at
! 125 Mast 63d Street, have two |

sons, Dr. Richard Allen Rif-
kind, a profesor of medicine
at the College of Physicians’

and Surgeons of -Columbia |

University, and Robert Singer
Rifkind, a lawyer in the Of-
“fice of the Solicitor: General.
Mr. Rifkind has no hobhies.
He and Mrs, Rifkind went to

- Japan on their last vacation

in 1984 and do not have the
“faintest idea” where and
when they will go on vacation

again. 3

mitted to the bar in 1926, got |

19 Deec.

1968



