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SECOND LEAD KENNEDY BOOK (A&4)

BY JOHN VINOCUR S

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

NEW YORK, DEC, 18 (AP)-WILLIAM MANCHESTER DENIED TODAY THAT
HE HAD "BROKEN FAITH" OR TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF MRS. JOHN.

F. KENNEDY'S CONFIDENCE IN RECORDING HER "WORDS AND EMOTIONS "
HE CLAIMED HE HAD THE FAMILY'S AUTHORIZATION FOR PUBLICATION OF
HIS .BOOK, "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT," IN EARLY 19567,

MANCHESTER ISSUED HIS FIRST SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC STATEMENT ON
THE DISPUTE IN WHICH MRS, KENNEDY HAS SUED TO SUPPRESS THE MANUSCRIPT
AS "TASTELESS AND DISTORTED."

"JOHN KENNEDY WAS MY PRESIDENT,™ MANCHESTER SAID. "TO SUGGEST
THAT I WOULD DISHONOR HIS MEMORY OR MY ASSOCIATION WITH HIM IS
BOTH CRUEL AND UNJUST.®

THE AUTHOR'S STATEMENT REFERRED TO INFORMATION HE RECEIVED
FROM "A MEMBER OF THE KENNEDY FAMILY" ON JULY 29, 1566, THAT THE
FAMILY WOULD PLACE "NO OBSTACLE IN THE WAY OF PUBLICATION,."

_THE ONLY OTHER REFERENCE IN THE STATEMENT IS A SENTENCE THAT
"IN THE SUMMER OF 196§, AUTHORIZATION WAS GIVEN BY THE FAMILY
FOR PUBLICATION OF THE BOOK IN EARLY 1967, TO BE PRECEDED BY
SERIALIZATION IN LOOK MAGAZINE,"
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IN MRS, KENNEDY'S SUIT, FILED LAST FRIDAY, NO MENTION IS MADE
OF POSSIBLE PUBLICATION BY EARLY 1967, SEN, KENNEDY, IN AN
ACCOMPANYING AFFIDAVIT, REFERS TO"A JULY 28 "NO OBSTACLE" TELEGRAM
HE SENT AND A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION HE HAD WITH MANCHESTER ON
JULY 29 IN WHICH KENNEDY SAID THE AUTHOR AGREED "NOTHING WOULD
BE PUBLISHED WHICH DID NOT HAVE THE APPROVAL OF MRS. KENNEDY
AND MYSELF ," _ o
- IN HIS AFFIDAVIT, KENNEDY DENIED THAT HIS JULY 28 TELEGRAM
SUPERSEDED A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN MANCHESTER AND THE
KENNEDYS, WHICH CALLED FOR THE MANUSCRIPT TO BE APPROVED BY THE
KENNEDYS BEFORE PUBLICATION, , B

'HE ALSO SAID THAT A SECOND TELEGRAM TO THE PUBLISHER, ON AUG. 5,
NOTED THAT THE PﬁBLISHER MUST OBTAIN HIS AND MRS, KENNEDY'S PERMISSION

BEFORE PRODUCING THE BOOK,



COMMENTING TONIGHT ON MANCHESTER'S STATEMENT, SIMON H, RIFKIND,
ATTORNEY FOR THE PRESIDENT'S wibow, SAIDs

"I DON'T KNOW HOW MR, MANCHESTER ESCAPES FROM THE FACT THAT
HE MADE A PROMISE AND NOW HE HAS NOT LIVED UP TO HIS PART OF THE
BARGAIN, I DON'T KNOW ABOUT LITERARY INTEGRITY NOR THE MATTER
OF HISTORY--THEY DON'T CONCERN ME AT THE MOMENT--BUT I BELIEVE
STRONGLY IN A MAN KEEPING HIS WORD, PARTICULARLY WHEN IT IS IN A
WRITTEN MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING., THERE HAS BEEN NO APPROVAL
FROM MRS, KENNEDY," -

MANCHESTER, STRESSING THAT THE KENNEDY FAMILY HAD SOUGHT HIM
OUT TO WRITE THE DEFINITIVE ACCOUNT OF THE PRESIDENT'S ASSASSINATION,
SAID THE LATE PRESIDENT'S "STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE HAD GUIDED ME
THROUGH THIS WORK," |

*IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT I HAVE BROKEN FAITH WITH MRS, KENNEDYS
THAT I TOOK ADVANTAGE OF HER CONFIDENCE IN ME AND THAT I RECORDED
TOO FAITHFULLY HER WORDS AND EMOTIONS," MANCHESTER SAID.

"I DO NOT BELIEVE THIS TO BE SO, MRS, KENNEDY ASKED ME TO
WRITE THIS BOOK, I DID NOT SEEK THE OPPORTUNITY,." _

HE DENIED THAT THE WORK IS BEING PUBLISHED PREMATURELY AND
THAT THE KENNEDY FAMILY HAD NOT AUTHORIZED ITS SERIALIZATION
IN LOOK, |

"THIS 1S NOT S0," HE SAID, "IN THE SUMMER OF 1966,
AUTHORIZATION WAS GIVEN BY THE FAMILY FOR PUBLICATION OF THE BOOK
IN EARLY 1567, TO BE PRECEDED BY SERIALIZATION IN LOOK MAGAZINE."

HE SAID THE BOOK HAD BEEN READ BY FRIENDS AND ADVISORS OF THE
FAMILY, AND THAT CHANGES HAD BEEN MADE AT THEIR SUGGESTION,

"MRS. KENNEDY HERSELF DID NOT ASK TO SEE THE MANUSCRIPT
AND STILL HASN'T," HE SAID. "IF SHE HAD, I WOULD, OF COURSE,
HAVE GIVEN IT TO HER,"
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MANUHESTER SAID HE HAD HOPED THE BOOK WOULD BE ABLE TO SPEAK

FOR ITSELF, BUT INDICATED IT WAS NO .LONGER POSSIBLE FOR HIM
TO REMAIN SILENT, "THE INTEGRITY OF MY BOOK AND MY OWN HONESTY
AS A WRITER AND A PERSON HAVE BEEN ATTACKED," HE SAID.

MANCHESTER'S WRITTEN STATEMENT, ISSUED THROUGH THE OFFICES OF
LOOK HERE, FOLLOWED MRS. KENNEDY'S FILING OF THE SUIT TO BLOCK
PUBLICATION LAST FRIDAY, i

SHE AND SEM, ROBERT F. KENNEDY, D-N.Y¥,, THE LATE PRESIDENT'S
BROTHER, OBTAINED A SHOW CAUSE ORDER RETURNABLE DEC. 27 REQUIRING
HARPER AND ROW, THE BOOK'S PUBLISKER, AND LOOK, TO SHOW WHY
PUBLICATION SHOULD NOT BE STOPPED,

MANCHESTER WAS NOT AVAILABLE IN PERSON FOR COMMENT,



MANCHESTER POINTED AT THE VERY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PRESIDENT'S
DEATH AS A POSSIBLE CAUSE OF THE FUROR, ) |

1 CANNOT HELP BUT FEEL THAT SOME OF THE PRESENT BITTERNESS
COMES FROM THE DARK NIGHTMARE OF HIS DEATH AND THE IMPOTENCE IN
THE FACE OF DEATH WHICH WE FELT THEN AND FEEL Now,"

] BELIEVE JOHN KENNEDY, WHO WAS HIMSELF AN HISTORIAN, WOULD

HAVE WANTED HIS COUNTRYMEN TO KNOW THE TRUTH OF THOSE TERRIBLE

'DAYS, AND I HAVE DEDICATED MYSELF FOR NEARLY THREE YEARS TO
RELIEVING AND RECONSTRUCTING THEM SO THAT THE TRUTH COULD BE
FAITHFULLY AND ACCURATELY RECORDED,"

HE SAID HE HAD BEEN TOLD BY A MEMBER OF THE KENNEDY
FAMILY ON JULY 25 OF THIS YEAR THAT NO OBSTACLE WOULD BE PLACED
IN THE WAY OF PUBLICATION OF HIS BOOK.

HOWEVER, A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN MANCHESTER AND
THE KENNEDYS READSs |

"THE COMPETED MANUSCRIPT SHALL BE REVIEWED BY MRS,

JOHN F. KENNEDY AND SEN, ROBERT F, KENNEDY AND THE TEXT SHALL
NOT BE PUBLISHED UNTIL APPROVED BY THEM,"

"IN THE LAST ANALYSIS," MANCHESTER SAID, "THIS IS MY BOOK.
NIEITHER MRS, KENNEDY NOR ANY MEMBER OF THE KENNEDY FAMILY NOR
ANYONE. ELSE IS IN ANY WAY RESPONSIBLE FOR MY RESEARCH OR THE
CONTENT OF MY WORK, :

_®IT IS MY RESPONSIBILITY, AND I AM CONFIDENT THAT MY BOOK
CAN WITHSTAND ANY OBJECTIVE TEST=--PARTICULARLY THE TEST OF
TIME, 1 ASK ONLY THAT IT BE GIVEN A CHANCE.

EARLIER, MRS. KENNEDY'S ATTORNEY IN HER SUIT TO BLOCK PUBLICATION
OF THE ACCOUNT, SAID SHE IS NOT SEEKING AN OUT~OF-COURT SETTLEMENT
DESPITE THE PROSPECT OF A "HORRIBLE" TRIAL,

SIMON H, RIFKIND, REPLYING TO REPORTS THAT DISCUSSIONS WERE
UNDER WAY TO END THE DISPUTE OVER THE MANUSCRIPT BEFORE IT GOES
INTO COURT DEC, 27, SAID."WE CERTAINLY HAVEN'T INITIATED ANY
NEGOTIATIONS AND I KNOW MRS, KENNEDY HANS'T." |

RIFKIND, A FORMER FEDERAL JUDGE, FILED SUIT IN SUPREME COURT
FRIDAY TO BAR PUBLICATION BY LOOK MAGAZINE AND HARPER & ROW OF
WILLIAM MANCHESTER'S ACCOUNT OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S ASSASSINATION
AND EVENTS SURROUNDING IT, ITS APPEARANCE, MRS, KENNEDY SAID.IN A
10-PAGE AFFIDAVIT, WOULD CAUSE HER "GREAT AND IRREPARABLE HARM.®
"~ HARPER & ROW AND LOOK, WHICH PLANNED TO START SERIALIZATION
WITH THE MACAZINE ISSUE OF JAN, 10, WERE TO SHOW CAUSE BY
DEC, 27 WHY THE PUBLICATION SHOULD NOT.BE STOPPED.



MRS, KENNEDY WAS REPORTED TO HAVE EMERGED IN TEARS SATURDAY
FROM A CONFERENCE WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF LOOK MAGAZINE,

RIFKIND SAID HE ASKED HER QUESTIONS ABOUT A FEW PASSAGES FROM THE
MANCHESTER BOOK, BUT SHE DID NOT READ THE MANUSCRIPT,

RIFKIND, CALLING THE MEETING "STRICTLY ROUTINE", SAID ITS
PURPOSE WAS "TO GIVE US A LOOK AT IT (THE MANUSCRIPT) FORTHE
FIRST TIME -- A VERY NORMAL LEGAL PROCEDURE IN ACTION OF THIS
KIND," HE REFUSED COMMENT ON THE BOOK'S CONTENTS.

"OUR PRESENT INTENTION.IS TO GO TO COURT," RIFKIND SAID, "WE
HAVE NO OTHER PLANS. I AM UNAWARE OF ANY DISCUSSIONS FOR A
SETTLEMENT,"

A LOOK SPOKESMAN SAID HE HAD NOT BEEN TOLD OF ANY ATTEMPTS TO
REACH A SETTLEMENT, “WE WOULD STILL MAKE CHANGES UP TO A REASONABLE
POINT," HE SAID, "BUT THERE'S NOT GOING TO BE ANY CENSORSHIP OF
HISTORY," |

£A30
MRS KENNEDY'S OBJECTIONS TO THE BOOK ARE BELIEVED TO LIE IN ITS
PORTRAYAL OF HER EMOTIONAL REACTIONS TO HER HUSBAND'S DEATH AND A
LARGELY UNFAVORABLE PICTURE THAT IT REPCRTEDLY PROJECTS OF
PRESIDENT JOHNSON, -
~ MANCHESTER HAS DRAWN PRESIDENT JOHNSON AS A "WEAK AND
INEFFECTUAL PERSON" WHILE VICE PRESIDENT AND MRS. KENNEDY S
"QUITE FRANTIC, QUITE HYSTERICAL, QUITE FEROCIOUS™ ON NOV, 22, 19563,
THE DAY OF THE ASSASSINATION, THE NEW YORK TIMES SAID SUNDAY, =
THE NEWSPAPER QUOTED TWO UNNAMED MEN IN THE PUBLISHING BUSINESS.
‘" JOHNSON WILL ABSOLUTELY HATE IT,"™ ONE OF THE MEN SAID,
WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY BILL D. MOYERS DENIED A
REPORT TODAY THAT HE HAD READ PERTINENT SECTIONS OF THE BOOK
AND WAS ASSUMED TO MAVE RELAYED HIS IMPRESSION TO THE PRESIDENT,
"] HAVE NOT READ THE BOOK AND I HAVE NOT READ ANYTHING TO THE
PRESIDENT," MOYERS SAID, ADDING THAT JOHNSON HAS NEITHER SEEN THE
ENTIRE MANUSCRIPT NOR EXCERPIS,
. MANCHESTER, THE PUBLISHING SOURCES SAID, SHOWS MRS, KENNEDY
IN THE BOOK TO HAVE AN ATTITUDE "THAT SHE IS QUITE ANGRY AT THE
WORLD FOR LETTING THIS HAPPEN, JACKIE KEEPS SAYING SHE WANTS TO
KEEP HER BLOOD SPATTERED CLOTHES ON SO "THEY CAN SEE WHAT THEY'VE
DONE," | e
 MANCHESTER, SELECTED BY THE KENNEDY FAMILY TO WRITE A NON-
SENSATIONAL, DEFINITIVE STORY OF THE ASSASSINATION, WAS GIVEN
10 HOURS OF INTERVIEWS WITH MRS. KENNEDY., THE AUTKOR TAPE
RECORDED THE CONVERSATIONS,



A HIGHLY PLACED OFFICIAL WITH THE KENNEDY ADMINISTRATION SAID
"IT'S CLEAR THAT MANCHESTER TOOK STUFF FROM THE TAPE RECORDER WHEN
MRS, KENNEDY WAS NOT IN CONTROL OF HER EMOTIONS,"

IN HER SUIT, MRS. KENNEDY CHARGED THAT THE BOOK WOULD CAUSE
HER "GREAT AND IRREPARABLE INJURY" AND "RESULT IN PRECISELY THE
SENSATIONALISM AND COMMERCIALIZATION WHICH WE -- ROBERT F,
KENNEDY AND I -- HAVE SOUGHT SO STRENUOUSLY TO AVOID."
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THE ACTION ACCUSED THE MAGAZINE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE OF BREACH
OF CONTRACT, INVASION OF PRIVACY AND INFRINGEMENT OF HER COPYRIGHT
BY UNAUTHORIZED USE OF HER NAME IN ADVERTISEMENTS AND PROMOTION,

"l AM SHOCKED THAT MR, MANCHESTER WOULD EXPLOIT THE EMOTIONAL
STATE IN WHICH I RECOUNTED MY RECOLLECTIONS TO HIM IN EARLY
1964, THE AFFIDAVIT SAID, |

" "LOOK HAS SCHEDULED A FOUR PART 80,000 WORD SERIALIZATION OF THE
300,000 WORD BOOK BEGINNING WITH THE JAN, 24 ISSUE. THAT IS TO
APPEAR FOR SALE JAN. 10, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE MAGAZINE, WHICH
PAID $665,000 FOR THE SERIAL RIGHTS, SAID THE FIRST IN THE SERIES
WOULD BE CANCELLED IF MRS, KENNEDY IS UPHELD BY THE COURT.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT BECAUSE PARTS OF THE ISSUE HAVE
ALREADY GONE TO PRESS, NO TIME WOULD REMAIN TO PREPARE A
SUBSTITUTE ISSUE,

MRS, KENNEDY CALLED THE BOOK "TASTELESS AND DISTROED" IN
ANNOUNCING KER PLANS TO SUE FOR ITS SUPPRESSION, AND SAID "AS
HORRIBLE AS A TRIAL WILL BE, IT NOW SEEMS CLEAR THAT MY ONLY
REDRESS IS TO ASK THE COURTS TO ENFORCE MY RIGHTS."

THE PRESIDENT'S WIDOW CANCELLED A SUN VALLEY, IDAHO
SKI VACATION WITH HER CHILDREN TO REMAIN IN NEW YORK DURING THE
LITIGATION, SEN, ROBERT F. KENNEDY AND A PARTY OF 16 ARRIVED AT
THE nzsoﬁfﬁﬁﬁggiéfﬂxcnr AND SPENT THE WEEKEND ON THE SLOPES,
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