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By HOMER BIGART

Look magazine is reported to

have agreed to pay 3650,000 for
first serial rights to “The Death
jof a President,” William Man-
chester’s account of the assas-
sination of President Kennedy.
The book was authorized by the
Kennedy family.

The price is believed to be the
largest ever offered for first
serial rights, that is, the right
| to reproduce a book or portions
‘of it in other publications.

For a reason so singular as
to be perhaps without precedent
in literary sales, the signing of
the contract has heen delayed
and the check is still unwritten.
The reason is that both Mr.
|Manchester, who has never
made a great deal of money
out of his past writing, and his
publisher, Harper & Row, are
somewhat appalled at the pros-
pect of making a “commercial
|bonanza" out of a project they
regarded as a trust.

Author and publisher are

i
I

‘lcasting about for some revision|F. Kennedy,

.|of the original agreement they General,

'Big Bid Reported for BookonKennedy

made with the Kennedy family

50 that more of the proceeds!

would be donated to the John F.
Kennedy Library in Boston and
less would be allotted to them-
selves.

‘A Moderate Return’

Under the agreement, all
profits after the first printing
would go to the library. Author
and publisher would receive
from the first printing “a mod-
erate return on investment.”
Any book club or paperback
royalties would be split, the li-|
brary getting half and author|
and publisher a quarter each, |
There was apparently no de-
cision on how to dispose of the|
serial rights income, First serial
rights income normally goes to
the author, according to Evans
Thomas, vice president of
Harper & Row, who served as
editor of President Kennedy's
“Profiles in Courage”. Mr.
Thomas was present with Mr,
Manchester when the Presi-|
dent's brother, Senator Robert|
then Attorneyi

discussed the bhook|

{tive story of the assassination,
Mr. Manchester.

pressed admiration for

project early in 1964,
Of several authors who
wanted to write the authorita-

Mrs. John F. Kennedy chose
She recalled
that President Kennedy had ex-
Mr,
Manchester's “Portrait of a
President,” a biography of her
husband. Harper & Row was se-
lected because it had published
Mr. Kennedy's books.

Reached at Belgrade Lakes,
Me., where he is vacationing
with his family, Mr. Manchester
said he had never entertained
the notion that he would make
much money from the bhook.

“I felt I was in a position of
special trust,” he said.. I
wanted to make g generous con-
tribution to the library. The
last thing in my mind was
money. I had no idea it would
be anything like this.”

“Maybe it sounds naive,” said
Mr. Manchester, explaining that '
he was “strictly a sandlot ball
player” as far as making -big
money as a writer is concerned.




