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Jav@?fmski Asserts 1 of 3 Pefsh
Caused Main Watergate TapeGap

et

who could have done if

Leon«Jaworski, former Watergate Spe- S you hgve two

cial Prosecutor, said yesterday that his too many to return andmdictment,;
invest on had determined that one of Q. Well, you canti me tion' the
three p % erased a crucial 1814-minute names, but it's obviousithat it’s®ichard
conversation between former President Nixon, Rose Mary:Woods ‘az {iSteven
Nixon a s chief of staff, H. R. Halde- Bull. Now, yousay you:don’t want to
man, ys after the Watergate brea- mention the names, :but,”question: Are
kin‘on 117, 1972. \ you certain in‘your own ‘mindthat only
Mr ski would not give the names one of the three: people could haye done

it? g H

of the people, but he concurred with an
iewer- who said it hal to be Mr.
se Mary Woods, who was Mr.
ersonal secretary for more than
or Steven Bull, who was the
s personal aide.
ot ‘certain, but it’s my judgment
t only one of them did it,” said Mz,
Jaworksi-in response to a statement by~
Dan Rather on the CBS-TV program “6Q)
Minutes.” : : )
The 1814-minute gap is one of the last’
remaining mysteries of the Watergate
episode, The gap consisted of a buzz

A. I'm not’certain, but it’simy judg-
ment that only ‘one of them did it. Now,
the early erasure Rose ‘Mar &{Woods
admitted, but she said it :coﬁq@}h

. taken 'over four or five minutes;.where
we had 1814 minutes gone. A \
[frankly, the first few min
the most damaging part
“structed the events.
"77Q. All right, who, indeed er e
"“rest of it?
A.I'don’t know. 4 aaz v
Q. I have to believe that you have

sound that obliterated a conversation in
which Mr. Nixon instructed Mr. Halde-
man to take certain “public relations”
movesto “top” the effect of the breakin
at Democreatic National headquarters at
the Watergate complex three days earlier.
“We should be on the attack—for diver-
sion,” Mr, Haldeman’s notes of the con-
versation say. .

It was crucial because it would have
shown how much the President knew
about ‘the: breakin immediately after it

took place. ©
FolloWIﬁﬁﬁﬁ-S« a_tran ;
CBS of the interviewion “60 Minutes:”
Q. Whoserased that 1814-minute .sec-
tion of the'very important tape, a con-
versation between Richard Nixon and
H. R. Haldeman just after the breakin?
A, In my own judement,
it came -down to three
people. I will not men-
tion their names be-
cause it would be un-
fair for me to do so
since we didn't have
enough proof to indict
any of them. But, as I

script provided by

said once to some member

of my staff, when you
have three

in'your' own mind a prettyfgglg%%i‘dea,
' : “an”ided” who

.-dent Ford had made a déal with Mr..

or you think you have 'an
erased that. ‘

A. I think you are correct in your
suspicion. But 'm not going to 'say who
I think erased the rest of it.

Q. Are we ever going to know who
erased it? v

A. I don’t think so...unless somebody
confesses. And I don’t think anyone’s
going to confess. ‘

Later in the interview, Mr. Jaworski
said- that he did not think that Presi-

Nixon for a pardon. He also said that
he had not been surprised at the par-
don, because-Mr, Ford’s counsel, Philip |
W-Buchen,—had asked-.him -numerous
questions.about- the-investigation-and

'W. Buchen, had asked

him numerous ques-
tions about the in-
vestigation and about
whether it thought it
would have been poss-
ible for the former
President to get a
fair trial.

Mr. Jaworski said he
did not think Mr. Nixon
could have gotten g
fair trial after all
the publicity that the
case had received,



