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Connally Is Arotising Speculation Over ]
By JAMES P. STERBA |

HOUSTON, - April = 26—"“We
don’t understand how affluent
and abundant we really are, We
use morg energy for air-condi-
tioning ' alone  in--the. United
States than 800 million main- »

land Chinese for all purposes. as He | Roams CO untr_y in Suppoz_‘i- |
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That’s the kind of perspective
we need in this country.” -

And that is the kind -of per-
spective John.B. Connally has
been dispensing for. several
months now at the rate of thret
speeches a week. ‘Using:“an ab-

sent just 21 percent of the
people, and unless we can: ap:
peal to those who call them-
selves independents and  even|-
Democrats, we're not going to

solutely - “irresponsible . Con- >Te noL. goin,
" ad T ¥oco Ty ot get elected to anything.” — ;
gresst &g, Jiy tacjef, e hins “And we, least of all, want €

roamed the country. urging na-
tional sacrifice” “on “energy,|
warning of new Soviet expan-
sionism and calling for leader-|
ship in handling critical world
economic imbalances. =
Although he is expected to
play a’campaign role this. fall,
he has avoided endorsing either|
President-Ford or ‘Ronald Rea-|-

to be the advocates of-the sta-|
tus quo. That’s going:-to kill us
and everyone else. because|
we’re invelved- in -one ‘of--the|

W

great ‘transitional changes in| “I'can even defend the major|of
this society’s history.?". “|oil companies if you want. me|than
Y He blames Con-grqg:s for foot-| to takehon that battle in your| Fo :
an in this Saturday's Texas|. TEgsing on energy, saying; - . | state,”, he told Republican lead-| heen arguing that’foreien Bol.
grimaifj(, despite _ggﬁpémems i _ “They’re.doing it $o they can [ers "%a,_thered at his Floregville| iy dgx%est?glsg?xlgg %l
from ‘both _camps. Instead, he| 80 oo Sheir constitufncies and ranch last month. “They’ve put| dominate this election , agm-
talks and acts-like @ man’ who promise them ‘cheap gasoline.\up the risk capital, explored,| paigi, And in this area “hs is
is building ‘a ‘camp: of his. own. | What they’re really 'saying 'is|found,’ developed, “refined,| mostiearnest and’ sounds it
" At 50 §ours old, Mr, Cerally that, they’re:delivering the most| transported and retailed at the|like Mr. Reagan than Preside:
sounds as if he has set out to} powerful nation  in the; world|pump fuel cheaper than any|Fordiialthough he blames Cio
build a future for the Republi- into the hands of small nations|other civilization in the world.”:| oresd or destroying the ability
can Party,- the ' country and| yan %i’é:‘;‘;tyd&‘zzfﬁf md“rf;' Seqgetanas corpoggﬂa’n»s and,of E e executive ~ branch i to|
e L not necessarily in that k ©-any umeithey want|-profits, saying, “When. you]makeiand « orei oli-
himself=-not necessarily in th to. They’re .taking a .short-| have,polls showing that the ma-j ¢ porand anduct % g il p?h

order, He talks about the “new| e o8 Qavel 137 _ Y
agenda for the future.” Like range, :short-sighted,-very self-|jority. of college . raduates)| - ‘lat Moves Foreseeh ¥

ree ent-erpv‘is’e-syétem
o oy ol @

Nelson - A. . Rockefeller’s Com-
mission; on:Critical Choices, Mr.
Connally has an' outfit called|

going: to take: .care.of - these
'bloated oil ‘companies :and give

ish political:view sdying they’re| think’ corporations Had a profit]"

margin of 40 percent. of their
gross: Sales, something’s wrong.

. “We're going to see, in my
judgment, the most aggressive

people; cheap: gasoline. And|It’s about 4.5 percent. Can you, Soviet moves we’'ve seen sinte

Vital Issues of America. the cold war,” he says. “Be-

_ : that’s cheap demogoguery of|believe that college graduates
Major Problems Overcome - the worst kind.” ... . i } have mo better understandingl cause they perceive the current
His staying power.{s. unques- = e

tioned. Both he and President
Kennedy- were shot in-that car
in Dallas. .He survived..Both he
and President Nixon faced de-
mise in Watergate. He was ac-
quitted. He remains the most
popular man in Texas among
both Republicans and Demo-|
crats, Last August, after his ac-
quittal on bribery charges, he
threw a Houston dinner for

weaknes'»sct the United States.” | turbing situation this year,” All|months except for what little|
"+ The picture he_pamts_u's..g;ﬂm. thess . .movements mean, he|travels throtugh+pipelines;:he
If the Communists win “elec-|says “that” thie” United States|SaYSi
,gons mththemt?lnim pﬁy'mimpe“pf .could be pushed put of the Med-|  “It will immobilize the indus-
tﬁeome o Il(it SHmmer; ~g;10wi=ng iterrariean, “destroying - the -un-[trial’ world” he says. “It will
them-to 'p '«ray;._Ron.:an Cathol- detbelly -of ‘the NATO “Alliance|thréw Japan into chaos almost
4c1~sngi, a,nd‘ Lommunism -as. Co-rard jeu ating ~Greece," Turkey, [overnight. It will mean’a %world-|
exxim ng,. . you're. going to see rand; - especially, “Israel, “which|wide depression of ' enormous|:
an th.i?“#ﬁ%@“@“”ﬁﬁﬂ@‘{@,is...aihfeady fisolated. in.a world|proportions, and it-will have a|
h lous in the nations of the Catholic of animosity.” . .~ - |profound effeét here. . ‘
himself and raised $250,000 to world=Mexico; - Cettral " andi™ = - 1 of Deneacaing. - |- “Instead of playing politics|
spend as he chose. South Amenica, westetn Franie,| - .- Fearful of Depression . . N

Since then he éaa;sdbeex: ‘:gle- Iv’vulgu aorlxti‘mua‘ti-dn(s.dn Spain and;
thorically paying his dues to the ‘Portugal.”” -y~ e tion for-the Middle -East oil that|ought to be mining coal in un-
Republican Party to which he _Mr, Connally; who:was apfuels .the industrial nations of ;ii‘geedented quan%itiés, ‘build-|
defected in 1973 after being a pointed by ‘Presidént Ford lastrthe world?” he asks rhetorical- ing -nuclear . generating plants,
lifelong - Democrat: Dealing_ di- month . to .the Foreigh .Intel/ly, “It’s helpless.” .. . .. and. doing everything else we
rectly with state Republican ligence Advisory - Board, 'says| * “Two supertankerssunk in-the|possibly can to be self-suffi-
parties, he has vowedto hep that in-addition, a-war.is brew- narrow straits between  Iran|cient as fast as we can. Time
them elect Republicans-to Con- Ing between Algeria.and Mo-|and Omar could block the -flow|is running out,”
gress and proved it by speaking rocco that “could be a:very dis-.of - Persian . Gulf oil for 18 |...Mr, Connally appears to be
at a dozen state fund-raisers : = a——————— == :

; ; | Wwith: the defense and energy
‘Where, - then, is the protec-ipolicies of this nation, we/

so far this year. He even. pays
his own expenses. With Pres-
ident Ford.and Ronald Reagan
preoccypied . with their  own
races, Mr.-Connally has become
the best money-maker ocal Re-
publicgns have. ‘

‘Demogoguery’ in Congress

Although' he says, ‘I'm a
newcomer, -and the Republican
Party doesn’t exactly greet us
with open arms,” Mr. Cp_eonnaglly 4
has been earnestly -wooing/
state and local party leaders
with rousing pep talks. and
heavy roratory.

“We can’t just talk about be-
ing Republicans and get-elect-
ed,” he tells them. “We repre-

ol Y
casting about for a role that &‘,’
will keep him in -the ‘national=
public eye during the next four
years, Friends say he would
like to be Secretary of State
and that he could tolerate being
Vice President, They. also say
he cannot stay home .in Texas
for four more years and hope
to _have much of a chance at
being elected President in 1980,

He plans to . make .an' an-
nouncement in - Washington
next, Monday, two days after
the Texas primary, but he,will
not say what about. He insists
it will not have anything to.do
with politics. But everyone who
knows him doubts that Mr.
Connally can do anything that
1s not eventually political.




