Memo Says F.B.I. Sought

Camodia Article’sSource
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WASHINGTON, April 23—J.
Edgar Hoover, the late Director
of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, ordered the bureau in
1969 to use its confidential in-
formants within news organiza-
tions to determine the source of
an article in The New York
Times reporting secret Ameri-
can bombing raids on Cambodia,
according to a memorandum
from Mr. Hoover to his top as-
sociates.

The document, dated May 9,
1969, has never been made
public, but it was provided by
the bureau to lawyers repre-
senting Morton H. Halperin, the
former Naticnal Security Coun-
cil aide whose telephone was

S

Y

Special to The New York Times

. -
LA

&
CREWDSON

Federal Government for dam-
ages in that case, and in a
deposition taken in that law-;
suit recently Cartha D. De-|
Loach, formerly the third-rank-

ferred at length to the Hoover
memorandum. Mr. De Loach’s
deposition is a matter of record.

dent of The Times.
That article, which appeared
May 8, 1969, touched off a

ing official at the bureau, re-'

The memorandum, Mr. De-|.
Loach said, contained the names
of “newspaper people friendly
to the F.B..” who were to be :
asked “if they could shed any|’
light on” how the information|,
was obtained by William Beech-|
er, then the military correspon-|,

tapped by the F.B.I. from.1969|:

t0 1971 ke e b
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approaches; Mr. 'DeLoé“éh‘ said -

osition, that he initially re

C-Ithat the reporters had b@é‘r’l “ex-

unauthorized disclosures with-
in the Nixon Administration
and led President Nixon to or-
der wiretaps on the home tele-
phones of four newsmen and
13 Government officials, in-
cluding Mr. Halperin and Mr.
|Beecher:

The names of the newsmen to
have been got in touch with
were deleted by the bureau
from the Hoover memorandum
provided “to Mr: Halperin’s
lawyers, and the Justice De-
partment lawyer present at Mr.

‘DeLoach’s deposition said’ that|.

he believed the identities of the
reporters should remain a se-
cret.

Any information they sup-
plied  about Mr. Beecher's
source for the article, he said,
was given “either with an. ex-
press or implied understanding
of confidentiality,” and the re-
porters would be “less inclined
to be helpful in the future” if
their identities were disclosed.

The Times reported- today
that the Senate Select' Commit.-
tee on Intelligence had learned
of a network ‘of confidential

ommended to Mr. Hoovér that st/ 4
information be solicited: from|Pe¢ted to furnish some snfor-

reporters about the Beecher ar-|Mation as to where Mr.Beecher

ticle but that he coul
recall whethér he pers
had telephoned
on the list.
The ‘reporters in question

‘any individual

vorable to the F.B.L in the past
or ‘the FB.I knew them per-
sonally, or something in that
category.”

U.S. Assurance Sought

John Shattuck, a' lawyer for
the American Civil Liberties
Union, which is helping to rep-
resent Mr. Halperin, responded
to Mr. DeLoath, saying, “I
‘want to make sure that we are
in agreement  that these in-
dividuals did not call in to-the
E:B.'Im. bptth? W'el'e, -in f,a-c»r’
contacted by the F.B.I; is that
correct?” .

“I don’t--know’ of ‘any in-
stance where an individual vol-
untarily called in to the F.B.I
without being specifically- re-
quested to take such action,”
Mr. Del.oach replied.

F.B.I. informants ‘among Amer-

ican journalists that existed un-

til the end of 1973, and pos-
.|sibly later.

Asked precisely what sort of
information the bureau had

were selected, he said, because|th
“they had written stories fa-

d not|got his information, or*the SO-
gnally|called alle

ged classified !infor-
mation” that formed tKé'basis -
for the article. = 29
Mr. Beecher’s report di§¢losed
at American B-52 boifibers in,
previous weeks’ raided’“énemy
Supply ‘dumps and bas¢’‘camps-
across the Cambodian’ ‘border
from Vietnam. o

The disclosure of those raid
presented the Nixon Adminis
tration with a ticklish ‘Btoblem
because they had beer  con-
ducted with the acquies¢ence of
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, then
the Cambodian ruler. ©"

Mr. Nixon’s fereign  policy .
advisers reportedly fe‘ag"eé) that,
once the bombings becofte pub-
licly known, Prince - ouk
would- be. forced. to denmounce
them.

hoped to obtain through such
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