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WASHINGTON—— A hemous
plot has been discovered: It seems
that back in late ‘Augtst, 1974
former White House .chief: of staff
Alexander ‘Haig™ urged President
Ford to pardonthe just- resigned
Richard Nixon, and. Mr. Ford
indicated: that “He ‘would. -Some
congressmeén are: already talkmg
,about a new 1nvest1gatron {1‘;‘

The conversatlon was. a par-
tial mistake “on "~ ~Haig's *part. In
retrospect; ‘he. shiould not have
done what he ‘did’ He should alsb
_have asked 'President Ford *to
- consider pardoning ‘the’ wh‘e’le
group -of - “Watergate consplra
tors RS TR S TEY b e, e

‘Of 'coufse; Haig “could not
have knownthen what‘'we kntrilv
now. As*the slop: bucket pohti’cal
morality of the Ketinedy antl
Johnson. Admmlstratxons spills
into full natlonal view. — Maﬁa
assassmatlon plots, w1retaps,,
litical espionage and’ 00verups
the double ‘standard and trav t
of the 197374 Watergate heari ,'
is becommg gruesomely.. an|
sxckemngly ‘apparent. ol

. Under "“thesé: cxchmstanbes
and to eliminate = the: douib'le

PreSJdent to, pardon H. .,‘Hg{l e-
man, John, ' Ehrhg:‘hma
Mitchell; ‘Dwight Chapin, Gorlidh
Liddy and any other : Waterggter
either still - ificarcerated . or thz‘ea
tened with that unhappy prospec“t

What Justiee is it for fom&gr
presidentia] counsel John Elr‘rlleoh-
man. —  his legal -career g
family shattéred — to be wanger-
ing around the Southwest undér
sentence - while  the ' pin-striped
assassins of -the New Frontier ahd
the gray-flannel wiretappersdiof
the ‘Great . Society remainiyat
liberty: to-'ooze -around the Wgsh
ington; ¢ocktail ‘party. circuit? G

Then there are the two bigger
-enchiladas;-- Bob - Haldeman d
John Mitchell. ‘Haldeman. hasajﬁs
asked-the U.S. Court of-Appe
disqualify’ itself from sitting in
review of his two and a halyto
eight year prison ‘sentence § v for
conspiring to cover up the Water-
gate break-in. His lawyers have a
good argument: Six .of' Jhe’appeals
court judges ‘abandoned impar-
tiality and discretion to appear at
a Dec...3 ‘cocktail party given by
former.: Watergate 'prosequxor
Leon -Jaworsky. -

Moreover, this ought ~t0
remind us that almost from'#he
start, the  whole Watergate legal
process has: been tairitéd ' —..by
prosecutors. plcked from- the;poli-
ticized ranks of. ex-Kenfiedy . $taf
fers -and . loyalists, by refusal;wto
transfer trial venue awdy from
the hostile District of Columbia,
by disregard of defendafits’ pre-
trial publicity rights, and go fetth.
Mitchell and Haldeman should“ be
pardoned. S sy

Then there’s G. Gordon Lid-
dy. Six’ months ago, moyelistand
Boston "~ prosecutor- Georg vV,
Higgins* ‘put Liddy’s 6 10, 20 year
sentence in fair context: “The
man’s’ doné the bettér”, part:of
what would. have been a flat foyr-
year sentence, for a lousy..B & E
(breaking and ‘entering): ‘While,jt’s
the rule that. stand-up.guys.d
time, he’s done hi¥ time ¥
standing up, and done-enough’
it. It's time to'let him go.l, :

Apparently, a growmg"‘nﬂm-
ber of Americans ' fe¢l.. thie same
‘way. Back 1n late  winter, 1975,
California pollster ‘Mervin ”l?‘jeld

was or should go to jail. Forty six
per cent-said pardoned; and forty~
six per cent sa;d Jaxl




